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Anti-Gay  Attack  Leaves 
Man  Dead  In  Durham,  NC 


By  Richard  Burckhardt 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA  —  Repre¬ 
sentatives  from  several  southern 
lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
formed  the  Southern  Alliance  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Organizations 
(SALGO)  at  the  Sixth  South¬ 
eastern  Conference  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men,  held  April  10-12 
here. 

SALGO,  which  will  include  15 
southern  states,  was  organized  to 
“facilitate  communication  among 
organizations  by  maintaining  a  list 
of  all  active  gay  and  lesbian 
groups.”’ 

To  fulfill  this  purpose,  a  co¬ 
ordinator  from  each  state  will 
compile  an  updated  list  of  gay  and 
lesbian  groups  in  his/her  state.  A 
central  communicator  will  com- 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  A  gay  man  was 
shot  and  killed  in  an  apparent 
robbery  in  Boston’s  South  End 
early  in  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
April  23. 

Boston  police  say  the  body  of 
Leonard  O’Brien  was  found  short¬ 
ly  after  4:00am  on  a  sidewalk  on 
Lawrence  St.  He  had  been  shot 
once,  apparently  with  a  .25  caliber 
handgun.  No  money  or  personal 
belongings  were  found  on  the 
body. 

Other  sources  report  that 
O’Brien  was  a  hustler  who  worked 
the  Park  Square  area  of  the  city 
and  speculate  that  he  would  nor¬ 
mally  be  carrying  money  at  the 
time  of  the  morning  he  was  killed. 

A  21 -year-old  man  who  had 
been  with  O’Brien  before  his  death 
was  taken  into  custody  but  later 


pile  a  composite  list  which  will  be 
distributed  to  organizations  and 
individuals  in  all  member  states. 

The  conference,  which  was  held 
on  the  Louisiana  State  University 
campus,  was  attended  by  around 
200  men  and  women  from  states 
extending  from  Texas  to 
Maryland. 

Keynote  speaker  Larry  Bag- 
neris,  who  is  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Houston  Gay 
Political  Caucus  and  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force,  told  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  crowd,  “Keep  pinching 
yourself  that  this  is  happening  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  not 
Houston  or  Los  Angeles!” 

“The  future  of  the  movement  is 
not  in  the  political  ring,”  said 
Continued  omPage  7 


released  after  being  arraigned  on 
drug  charges.  He  was  not  charged 
with  killing  O’Brien. 

Robin  MacCormack,  liaison  be¬ 
tween  the  Boston  mayor’s  office 
and  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty,  told  GCN  of  a  number  of 
recent  late-night  armed  robberies 
in  the  vicinity  of  Park  Square  and 
Copley  Square  involving  a  team  of 
two  or  three  assailants  armed  with 
knives. 

MacCormack  said  that  although 
O’Brien  was  shot  to  death,  the  in¬ 
cident  seems  to  fit  the  pattern  of 
the  previous  incidents  in  other 
respects. 

Former  GCN  staff  member  Mel 
Home  was  stabbed  to  death  at 
about  2:00am  on  Thursday,  April 
9  during  a  robbery.  Two  men  had 
approached  Home  and  a  compan- 
Continued  on  Page  7 


By  Jil  Clark 

DURHAM,  NC  —  “We’re  go¬ 
ing  to  beat  some  faggots!”  whoop¬ 
ed  a  group  of  young  white  men  as 
they  grabbed  branches,  smashed 
them  into  handleable  size  on  the 
rocks  which  protrude  out  of  the 
Little  River,  and  descended  on 
Sunday  afternoon  sunbathers 
there.  “Do  you  want  to  die?”  the 
assailents  allegedly  asked  Ron  An- 
tonevich,  according  to  his  testi¬ 
mony  and  that  of  three  other  men 
who  were  beaten  in  the  April  12 
attack. 

Three  days  later,  Antonevich,  a 
43-year-old  heart  patient,  died  in 
North  Carolina  Memorial  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Chapel  Hill,  having  suffered 
a  gash  on  his  head  and  damage  to 
one  of  his  kidneys. 

Four  men  and  two  women  are 
held  responsible  for  the  April  12 


By  John  Zeh 

NEWPORT,  KY  —Hamilton 
County  (OH)  prosecuter  Simon 
Leis  Jr.  has  blamed  “90%  of  the 
media”  for  “proliferation  of  por¬ 
nography”  because  they  defend 
what  he  considers  obscenity  under 
the  guise  of  the  First  Amendment. 

Leis  told  the  Newport  Citizens 
Advisory  Council  in  a  rare  public 
appearance  tjiat  the  problem  of 
obscenity  is  ignored  by  his  fellow 
prosecutors  and  mishandled  by 
judges  because  they  are  “intim¬ 
idated”  by  the  media.  “It’s  as 
simple  as  that,”  he  told  the  group 
which  has  launched  a  petition 
campaign  to  close  an  X-rated 
movie  house  and  adult  bookstore 
here. 

Leis  chronicled  his  campaign  in 
Cincinnati  and  surrounding  town¬ 
ships  across  the  river  against 
Hustler  publisher  Larry  Flynt, 
massage  parlors,  and  gay  bars. 

“As  prosecuting  attorney  for  10 
years,  I’ve  seen  a  great  increase  in 
incest  and  sex  crimes... I  ask  you 
‘what  is  society  coming  to?’  I’m 
talking  about  bestiality,  sadism, 
incest,  anal  intercourse,  oral  sex, 
group  sex....  The  problem  would 
be  short-lived  if  every  prosecutor 
would  start  enforcing  obscenity 
statutes,”  he  said. 

Leis  in  January  turned  over  a 
parents’  complaint  against  this 
writer’s  radio  magazine  and 


attack.  Following  Antonevich ’s 
death  Durham  County  Police  ar¬ 
rested  Chris  Lee  Richardson,  20, 
and  Guy  Charles  [Chuck]  Osbahr, 
21,  and  charged  them  with  first 
degree  murder.  Major  Arnold  Ut¬ 
ley  of  the  Durham  County 
sheriff’s  department  told  GCN 
that  neither  has  a  criminal  record. 

,  Both  are  being  held  without  bond 
at  the  Durham  County  Jail. 

Asked  whether  the  investigators 
have  established  anti-gay  senti¬ 
ment  as  the  motive  for  the  kiling, 
Utley  said,  “We  don’t  know  the 
motive.  We’re  just  investigating.” 
Two  of  the  four  victims  were  also 
robbed. 

However,  local  media  accounts 
of  the  murder  and  beatings  have 
focused  on  the  allegations  that  the 
attackers  were  anti-gay,  according 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men  here. 


station  WAIF  FM  to  a  grand  jury, 
which  handed  down  four  felony 
counts  of  distributing  obscene 
material  harmful  to  juveniles.  A 
five-minute  “Guide  to  Greasy 
Fingers”  from  First  Hand 
magazine  was  the  material  Leis 
considered  obscene. 

“Never  in  my  wildest  dream, 
would  I  see  a  newspaper  condemn 
me  for  this  grand  jury’s  indict¬ 
ment.  Never  in  my  wildest 
dream.” 

Taft  Broadcasting’s  WKRC-TV 
editorialized  against  Leis’ 
intrusion  into  broadcast  jour¬ 
nalism,  as  have  several  newspaper 
columnists.  Editors  have  discus¬ 
sed  the  case  in  columns,  but  not 


In  the  North  Carolina  Anvil,  a 
weekly  newspaper  of  politics  and 
the  arts,  Carl  Whitman,  a  gay 
man,  wrote  that  the  attack  was  not 
an  “isolated  incident  without  im¬ 
plications.” 

“Anti-homosexual  bigots  have 
plenty  of  encouragement  these 
days,”  Whitman  stated,  referring 
to  the  arrest  of  seven  gay  men  in 
Raleigh  last  month  for  “the  crime 
against  nature.”  Sodomy  is  a  crim¬ 
inal  offense  in  North  Carolina. 

Whitman  also  drew  a  parallel 
between  the  beatings,  the  recent 
shooting  of  a  black  man  by  a  car¬ 
ful  of  white  men,  and  “  the  mur¬ 
der  of  five  Communists  by  Nazis 
and  Klansmen  in  Greensboro  .  .  . 
The  same  climate  that  allowed 
those  killings  to  go  unpunished 
creates  the  permission  for  others 
Continued  on  Page  7 


editorials. 

Leis  blamed  pornographers 
with  destroying  “the  very  fabric 
of  society,  the  family.”  He 
blamed  increases  in  major  crimes 
on  pornography,  which  he  says 
“draws  a  seedy  segment  of 
society.” 

Leis  told  his  listeners  about  his 
success  in  cleaning  up  downtown 
Cincinnati,  but  ignored  a  25  per¬ 
cent  increase  in  forcible  rapes  last 
year  as  he  blamed  pornography 
for  high  crime  rates. 

“Look  what  has  happened  to 
cities  where  pornography  is 
allowed  to  run  unchecked,”  he 
said,  citing  Times  Square  and 
Detroit  as  prime  examples. 


CORRECTION 
Through  typesetter’s  error, a 
paragraph  was  omitted  from 
last  week’s  story  by  Jil  Clark 
headlined  “‘Strong  Possibility’ 
Atlanta  Killer  May  be  Gay.” 
The  story  should  have  read: 

Asked  to  confirm  reports 
that  homosexual  ex-inmates 
are  being  question,  Harvard 
said  she  could  make  “no  public 
comment  on  possible  suspects 
or  anything  pertinent  to  the 
investigation.” 

Nonetheless,  Bob  Serkin,  an 
ABC  correspondent  in  At¬ 
lanta,  told  GCN,  “The  FBI, 
the  district  attorney’s  office 


and  investigators  on  the  task 
force  have  said  that  sex  for 
money  is  the  most  viable  mo¬ 
tive  in  these  killings  now.  .  .  . 
Several  older  homosexual  men 
are  under  investigation.” 

Serkin  is  the  reporter  who, 
three  weeks  ago  on  World 
News  Tonight,  reported  that 
“Timothy  Hill’s  murder  may, 
for  the  first  time,  substantiate 
the  theory  that  many  of  the 
victims  were  involved  in  some 
type  of  organized  homosexual 
activity”  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  37). 

We  regret  the  error. 


Richard  Burckhardt 

Larry  Bagneris  addresses  the  Sixth  Southeastern  Conference  held 
April  10-12  in  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 

SE  Conference 
Forms  Network 


Bills  Would  Kill  Local 
Anti-Discrimination  Laws 


Bills  have  been  introduced  into 
two  state  legislatures  that  would 
nullify  local  anti-discrimination 
ordinances,  including  ordinances 
protecting  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
by  making  state  agencies  the  sole 
enforcers  of  such  ordinances. 

Should  the  bills  pass  in  either 
California  or  Washington  State, 
or  should  similar  bills  pass  in  other 
states,  all  legislative  protections 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  those 
states  would  in  effect  be  elimi¬ 
nated,  since  no  state  has  passed 
laws  banning  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

In  California,  the  state 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
written  a  bill  which  would 
eliminate  all  local  anti- 
discrimination  laws,  including  San 
Francisco’s  laws  protecting  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  employment 


and  housing,  the  San  Francisco 
Sentinel  reports. 

The  bill  has  been  introduced 
into  both  the  state  senate  and  the 
assembly.  Sponsored  by  Sen.  Marz 
Garcia,  the  billstatesthat  “It  is  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  to 
occupy  entirely  the  field  of 
regulation  of  discrimination  in 
employment  and  housing.  .  .  to 
the  exclusion  of  any  city  .  .  .  and 
.  .  .  shall  preclude  all  other  laws, 
ordinances  and  regulations  .  .  . 
banning  discrimination  in  employ- 
.  ment  and  housing  or  requiring  any 
affirmative  action,  equal 
employment,  or  nondis¬ 
crimination  program,”  according 
to  the  Sentinel. 

California  Gov.  Jerry  Brown 
has  issued  an  executive  order 
bannning  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  state 


employment,  but  that  order  does 
not  have  the  permanence  of  law, 
and  could  be  rescinded  by  Brown 
or  any  other  governor  at  any  time. 
At  press  time,  it  was  not  yet  know 
how  passage  of  the  California  bill 
would  affect  Brown’s  executive 
order. 

Casey  Young,  a  consultant  to 
the  Senate  Industrial  Relations 
Committee,  told  the  Sentinel 
that  the  bill  is  a  ‘‘gen¬ 
eral  tightening”  of  fair  employ¬ 
ment  and  housing  laws.  Other 
sources  said  that  it  was  introduced 
to  help  free  businesses  from 
government  controls,  but  the 
Sentinel 

speculated  that  “there  may  be  a 
more  virulently  anti-gay  element 
intended  as  well,”  as  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  also  opposed  AB-1, 
continued  on  page  6 


Prosecutor  Blames  Media 
For  Pornography  Boom 


Gay  Man  Killed; 
Police  Think 
Robbery  Motive 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“If  homosexuals  have  a  ‘screw  loose,’  as  our 
esteemed  lieutenant  governor  suggests,  there  must 
be  some  members  of  our  social  order  who  believe  that 
two  men  engaged  in  a  physical  activity  such  as  prize 
fighting  where  each  attempts  to  knock  the  other 
senseless  may  also  be  charged  with  having  ‘two 
screws  roose.’” 

—  Columnist  Hank  Greenspun,  writing  about 
Nevada  Lieutenant  Governor  Myron  Leavitt’s  attempt 
to  stop  a  gay  rodeo  in  Reno,  in  his  column,  “Where  I 
Stand”  in  the  Las  Vegas  Sun,  Thursday,  March  26, 
1981. 


ronnie  and  nancy  aren’t  that  nasty 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  the  wake  of  anti-gay 
interviews  attributed  to  Nancy  Reagan  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  President  Ronald  Reagan,  by  two  nationally-cir¬ 
culated  weekly  tabloids,  a  White  House  press  spokes¬ 
person  has  denied  that  either  interview  was  authentic. 

Referring  to  an  article  purportedly  “By  Nancy 
Reagan”  in  the  April  7  edition  of  the  Globe,  a 
Montreal-based  publication  distributed  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  Nancy  Reagan’s  press  secretary 
Sheila  Patton  told  Chicago’s  GayLife  that  “Mrs. 
Reagan  did  not  give  that  interview,  ”  adding  that  “it 
had  no  basis  in  fact.” 

Noting  that  the  article  not  only  purported  to  be 
based  on  an  interview  with  Nancy  Reagan,  but  bore 
her  byline  as  well,  Patton  told  GayLife  she  had  sent  it 
and  a  simultaneous  National  Enquirer  report  of  a 
similar  alleged  interview  with  Ronald  Reagan  to  presi¬ 
dential  legal  counsel  Fred  F.  Fielding  for  review. 
Patton  also  denied  the  Enquirer  article’s  authenticity. 

Asked  whether  Nancy  Reagan  had  ever  expres¬ 
sed  sentiments  similar  to  those  attributed  to  her  in 
the  Globe  article,  Patton  said  that  she  had  written 
about  her  “strong  feelings  about  the  family”  and 
opposed  abortion,  but  “with  regard  to  any  of  the  rest 
[of  the  article],  it  is  not  a  subject  about  which  she  has 
ever  commented.” 

The  Globe’s  news  editor,  Ian  Markham-Smith, 
told  GayLife  that  the  article  was  written  “by  a  long- 
tested  and  trusted  Globe  stringer  who  happens  to 
know  the  Reagans  and  whom  she  (Nancy  Reagan) 
agreed  to  do  a  talk  with  on  any  subject.”  He  said  he 
could  not  reveal  the  writer’s  name  because  of  “profes¬ 
sional  integrity.” 

He  said  that,  though  the  article  was  “a  condens¬ 
ed  version  of  what  she  said,”  Nancy  Reagan  had  “said 
the  words”  in  the  article  and  his  paper  “didn’t  alter 
any  one  phrase  whatsoever,”  though  the  interview 
had  been  edited  for  readability  and  length,  GayLife 
reports. 

she  talked  ‘em  out  of  it 

LITTLE  ROCK,  AR  —  A  resolution  objecting  to  a 
course  on  homosexuals  at  the  University  of  Arkansas 
at  Little  Rock  died  in  the  state  legislature  here  after 
one  legislator  threatened  a  filibuster  against  it. 

According  to  the  San  Diego  Update,  Democratic 
Rep.  Irma  Hunter  Brown  told  her  co-legislators  that  “a 
very  large  segment  of  the  community  has,  so  to  speak, 
come  out  of  the  closet,  and  they  say  they  have  rights, 
and  I  agree.” 

Faced  with  open  opposition,  and  a  filibuster  that 
would  have  blocked  dozens  of  state  bills,  Rep.  Bill 
Foster  moved  to  send  the  resolution  back  to  the  Aging 
and  Legislature  Affairs  Committee  for  further  study. 
The  resolution  died  in  committee  when  the  legislature 
adjoined. 

Until  Brown  championed  opposition  to  the  bill, 
HCR  47,  sponsored  by  Rep.  Jerry  King,  had  sailed 
smoothly  through  the  legislature.  At  a  hearing  on  the 
bill  in  the  Aging  and  Legislature  Affairs  Committee, 
one  committee  member  “thought  it  would  be  a  good 
idea  to  move  all  gays  to  an  island  or  a  country  of  their 
own,”  Rev.  Jeff  Bishop  told  Update.  Bishop  teaches 
the  course  in  question  at  the  university. 


mistaken  identity 

SAN  DIEGO  —  A  three-officer  administrative 
hearing  board  at  Naval  Air  Station  North  Island  has 
ruled  that  a  senior  woman  petty  officer  is  not  a  les¬ 
bian  and  should  be  retained  in  the  Navy. 

First  Class  Petty  Officer  Joan  Dowling,  a  seven- 
and-a-half-year  Navy  veteran,  was  accused  of  being  a 
lesbian,  investigated,  and  charged  even  after  the  in¬ 
formation  implicating  was  discredited  in  another 
Navy  board  hearing  last  year,  reports  San  Diego’s 
Update. 

Dowling’s  ordeal  stemmed  from  another  case  last 
spring  in  which  an  informant  listed  12  Navy  women  as 
possible  lesbians.  A  description  of  one  of  the  12  who 
allegedly  worked  in  a  personnel  office  was  later  linked 
to  Dowling  by  Naval  Investigative  Service  agent  Patri¬ 
cia  Mansell. 

The  woman  Dowling  resembled  was  thought  to 
be  a  lesbian  because  she  was  seen  at  the  home  of  a 
woman  accused  of  being  a  lesbian.  That  woman,  how¬ 
ever,  was  acquitted  last  year,  Update  reports. 

According  to  defense  attorney  Katherine  Bour- 
donnay,  the  informant,  now  living  in  Hawaii,  did  not 
testify  and  was  never  asked  to  identify  Dowling  as  the 
suspect,  never  even  given  a  photo  of  Dowling  to 
identify. 


EXCLUSIVE:  America's  First  Lady  talks  to  GLOBE  readers 


NANCY  REAGAN  BLASTS 


AS  PRESIDENT  Ronald  Reagan 
tackles  our  economic  and  Interna¬ 
tional  problems,  First  Lady  Nancy 
lashes  out  at  the  moral  crisis  that 
threatens  to  cripple  America. 

In  this  astoandingiy  candid 
interview,  she  reveals  —  exclusively 
to  a  GLOBE  reporter  —  her 
hardhitting  views  on  women’s  lib, 


GAYS,  ABORTION 
&  WOMEN’S  LIB 


By  NANCY  REAGAN 

WOMEN  involved  in  the, 
feminist  movement  are 
largely  frustrated  and 
unhappy  because  of 
deficiencies  ih  themselves. 
This  situation  has  little  to 
do  with  the  men  in  their 
lives. 

I  understand  a  lot  of 
lesbians  are  associated 
with  the  drive  in  favor  of 
the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment. 

That  amendment  and  the 
movement  associated 
with  it  seem  to  attract  all 
kinds  of  undesirable 
individuals. 

I  consider  women’s 
liberation  and  gay  libera: 
tion  to  be  part  of  the  same 
thing:  A  weakening  of  the 
moral  standards  of  this 
nation. 

It  is  appalling  to  see 
parades  in  San  Francisco 


‘They’re  all  part 
of  the  weakening 
of  this  nation’s 
moral  standards’ 


and  elsewhere  proclaim¬ 
ing  "gay  pride"  and  all 
that.  What  in  the  world  do 
they  have  to  be  proud  of? 
They’re  immoral,  pervert¬ 
ed  and  disgusting. 

-  As  for  abortion,  this 
business  about  freedom  of' 
choice  and  freedom  to  do 
with  their  bodies  what  they 
want  is  the  worst  sort  of 
smoke  screen,  the  most 
awful  lie. 

We  don’t  have  the  free¬ 
dom  that  would  allow  one 
individual  to  murder 


another.  And  in  my  view 
that  IS  what  abortion 
amounts  to. 

What’s  worse  is  that  the 
helpless  infant  cannot 
fight  back,  has  no  choice 
in  the  matter. 

But  abortion  goes  beyond 
merely  hurting  the  defense¬ 
less  and  becomes  outright 
slaughter. 

.  Abortion  is  not  a  birth 
control  method  either. 
Birth  control  prevents  new 
life  —  abortion  kills  it. 

But,  you  might  say, 


what  about  the  girl  who’s 
raped? 

This  is  an  emotional 
excuse  to  rationalize 
permissive  abortion  laws. 

-  Very  few,  if  any,  of  the 
15,000  unborn  babies  kill¬ 
ed  each  month  in  New 
York  City  alone  are  the 
result  of  forcible  rape  or 
incest. 

The  more  usual  reason 
is  that  the  mothers  found  it 
too  inconvenient  or 
embarrassing  to  have  a 
baby. 

Some  say,  it’s  cruel  to 
let  a  handicapped  child  be 
bom. 

The  assumption  that 
handicapped  people  ei\k>y 
life  less  than  "normal" 
ones  has  recently  been 
shown  to  be  false. 

Studies  abound  that, 
retarded  youngsters  may 
have  fewer  emotional 


NANCY  REAGAN:  “Are  wm  qulta  Min  w'n  natty  to  play  God?" 


problems  than  "normal 
ones.” 

Sure,  they  become 
frustrated  at  times, 
puzzled  by  the  world 
around  them,  but  that  can 
be  said  of  people  with  all 
their  mental  capacities 
intact.  The  geniuses  of  this 
world  are  often  the  most 
neurotic. 

What  about  the  unwant¬ 
ed  child?  Is  it  right  to  let  a 
child  come  into  the  world 


whose  parents  don’t  want 
him? 

In  other  words,  if  a  child 
is  going  to  be  unwanted 
and  mistreated,  let’s  do 
him  a  favor  and  kill  him! 

Are  we  quite  sure  we’re 
ready  to  play  God  and 
decide  who  lives  and  who 
doesn’t. 

We  are  the  crowning 
achievement  of  God’s 
creation.  And  the  human 
baby  is  certainly  an 


amazing  and  wonderful 
organism.  Furthermore,  a 
human  being  who  can  love 
and  respond  to  beauty,  has 
the  potential  to  achieve 
greatness  —  all  because 
he  was  made  in  the 
likeness  of  God. 

Men  and  womerrwho 
allow  themselves  to  be  led 
blindly  by  the  philosophies 
and  teachers  involved  with 
gays,  feminists  and 
abortionists  are  courting 
their  own  destruction. 

Anyone  who  goes  up 
against  his  or  her  God- 
centered  nature  invariably 
destroys  himself  in  the  long 
run. 

Instinct  is  inbred. 
Instinct  tells  us  to  do 
something  or  not  to  do 
something  else. 

To  push  everything 
aside  in  a  mad  rush  toward 
a  self-determined  free¬ 
dom  or  liberty  will  ultim¬ 
ately  not  result  in  happi¬ 
ness,  peace  of  mind  and 
joy,  as  the  feminists  would 
like  to  have  their  duped 
followers  believe  —  but 
rather  a  personal  sort  of 
hell  that  is  characterized 
by  a  nagging  sense  of 
incompleteness  and 
guilt. 


let  wayne  healy  go 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  Hampden  County  Superior 
Court  Judge  Kent  B.  Smith  has  heard  arguments  here 
to  stay  execution  of  Wayne  Healy’s  life  sentence  for 
first-degree  murder,  instead  releasing  him  on  bail 
until  his  case  is  appealed.  Healy  was  convicted  April  8 
of  the  murder  of  his  former  brother-in-law  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  39). 

If  Smith  rules  favorably  to  allow  Healy  free  on  bail 
pending  appeal,  it  would  set  legal  precedent  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Attorney  Murray  Shulman  presented  Smith  with  a 
stack  of  petitions  that  had  been  circulated  in  support 
of  Healy.  Some  650  western  Massachusetts  residents . 
signed  the  petitions  asking  the  court  to  rule  favorably 
on  the  motion  to  free  Healy. 

During  sentencing  April  9,  Smith  ordered  Healy 
confined  to  the  York  Street  jail  in  Springfield.  Healy, 
who  was  heavily  sedated  at  sentencing  and  suffering 
from  what  was  described  as  an  extreme  hypertensive 
reaction,  was  instead  moved  immediately  to  Walpole 
Prison.  It  was  not  known  who  ordered  the  move.  Smith 
was  reportedly  angered  by  the  move,  and  there  was 
some  speculation  that,  as  a  result,  he  would  look 
more  favorably  on  the  idea  of  freeing  Healy  pending 
appeal.  Until  his  conviction  April  8,  Healy  had  been 
free  on  $10,000  bond  following  his  arrest  in  August 
1980. 

stand  up  for  boogie 

ASPEN,  CO  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men  here  are  in 
a  battle  with  two  popular  discotheques  over  their  right 
to  dance  together  in  public. 

So  heated  is  the  battle  that  a  lawyer  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  have  been  contacted. 

The  controversy  began  in  early  March  when  the 
Paragon  and  Tippler  bars  banned  same-sex  dancing. 

Bar  proprietors  claimed  a  recent  spate  of  gay 
dancing  was  lewd  and  caused  many  regular  patrons  to 
leave. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  said  that  was  not  true  and 
there  are  not  enough  of  thehn  to  support  a 
totally  gay  bar.  If  the  two  discos  refuse  to  allow  them 
to  dance  together  they  will  have  nowhere  to  go. 

Those  battling  the  bars’  policy  turned  to  city  hall, 
expecting  the  city  to  support  them  under  Aspen’s 
anti-discrimination  ordinance,  but  were  outraged 
when  city  attorney  Paul  Taddune  called  the  bars’  argu¬ 
ment  “fairly  persuasive.” 

Recently  Taddune  suggested  a  compromise  in¬ 
volving  a  “gay  guarantee”  that  such  dancing  wouldn’t 
be  lewd,  but  nothing  was  resolved. 

The  ban  continues. 


Spanish  conference 

MADRID,  Spain  —  More  than  70  lesbians  and  gay 
men  representing  13  organizations  met  here  on  March 
20,  21  and  22  to  confer  and  debate  on  questions  rele¬ 
vant  to  the  Spanish  homosexual  community. 

Hosted  by  the  Frente  de  Liberacion  Homosexual 
de  Castilla  (Gay  Liberation  Front  of  Castille),  the 
gathering  drew  participants  from  throughout  the 
country  to  consider  the  relations  between  the  gay 
movement  and  the  workers’  movement,  the  situation 
of  the  gay  movement  under  the  present  Spanish  gov¬ 
ernment,  homosexuality  in  daily  life  and  the  new 
penal  code  as  it  applies  to  homosexuality. 

The  13  organizations,  joined  as  the  Coordinadora 
de  Frentes  de  Liberacion  .Homosexual  del  Estado 
Espanol  (COFLHEE  —  Coordinating  Committee  of 
Gay  Liberation  Fronts  of  Spain),  also  considered 
proposals  for  organizational  restructuring  and  passed 
four  resolutions  pertaining  to  recent  occurrences. 
COFLHEE  members  voted  to  condemn  the  right-wing 
coup  attempt  of  February  23  on  the  grounds  that  it 
threatened  the  accomplishments  and  the  very  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  Spanish  lesbian  and  gay  movement;  to 
recognize  actions  taken  against  recent  instances  of 
lesbian  and  gay  oppression  in  Greece  and  in  Canada 
and  to  express  support  for  the  April  4  march  on  Paris 
organized  to  protest  discriminatory  legislation 
recently  passed  in  that  country;  to  denounce  the 
Spanish  Ministry  of  the  Interior  for  its  raids  and 
arrests  of  homosexuals;  and  to  protest  the  planned 
visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  for  his  opposition  to  women’s 
liberation,  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  and  sexual  liber¬ 
ation  in  general. 


help! 

•  Ten  lesbian  and  gay  poets  and  novelists  will 
participate  in  a  reading  to  benefit  John  Zeh’s  legal 
defense  fund  at  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Second  Ave.  and 
East  10th  St.  in  New  York  City  May  1  at  8  p.m.  Novel¬ 
ists  participating  are  William  S.  Burroughs,  Jane 
DeLynn,  James  McCourt,  Felice  Picano,  and  Donald 
Windham;  poets  are  Joe  Brainard,  John  Giorno, 
Michael  Lally,  Joan  Larkin,  and  Eileen  Myles.  The 
event  is  being  coordinated  and  hosted  by  Tim  Dlugos. 

If  you  can’t  attend  the  benefit  but  would  like  to 
contribute  to  the  fund  for  broadcaster  Zeh’s  defense 
against  obscenity  charges  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  Nos.  31 
and  32),  send  checks  to  the  First  Amendment  Defense 
Fund,  P.O.  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,  OH  45219. 


upcoming  conferences 

Regional  planning  meetings  for  the  New  England 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference  are  scheduled  to  meet  in 
various  parts  of  New  England  to  get  input  on  confer¬ 
ence  workshops,  format,  etc.  The  Vermont  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  May  2  at  the  Andrews  Inn  in  Bellows 
Falls,  VT;  the  New  Hampshire  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  May  3  in  Raymond,  NH.  For  more  information  on 
the  New  Hampshire  meeting,  call  Skip,  (603)  485-3144, 
or  write  P.O.  Box  521,  Concord,  NH  03301.  For  more 
information  on  the  conference  as  a  whole,  call  Kathy, 
(617)  628-7969,  or  Mondo  (617)  354-1755,  or  write 
NECC,  P.O.  Box  365  (Central  Square),  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. . .  .The  second  annual  program  of  the  Lesbian/ 
Gay  Task  Force  of  the  National  Association  of  Social 
Workers’  Massachusetts  chapter,  titled  “The  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Social  Work  Practictioner:  Clinical  and 
Systems  Issues,”  will  be  held  at  Boston  College  May 
9.  For  more  information,  contact  NASW  at  (617) 
227-9635  or  Task  Force  chair  Gary  Drake  at  (617) 
566-6505. ..  .“Alternatives  For  Survival:  Women  In 
The  Community,”  a  conference  sponsored  by  the 
Massachusetts  Statewide  Coalition  for  Women’s 
Services,  will  be  held  May  16  at  Northeastern 
University  in  Boston.  For  more  information,  contact 
the  Statewide  Coalition  for  Women’s  Services,  c/o 
Women,  Inc.,  570  Warren  St.,  Dorchester,  MA  02121 

- “Relationships:  Loving  Within  The  Gay 

Community”  will  be  presented  by  the  Exodus  Center 


May  16  at  the  Episcopal  Divinity  School  in  Cambridge, 
MA.  Fee  is  $15  in  advance,  $20  at  the  door.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Exodus  Center,  (617)  266-0612 

- The  National  Lawyers’  Guild  national  executive 

board  meeting,  “I  Don’t  Mind  Working,  But  I  Do  Mind 
Dying:  Strategies  for  the  ’80s,”  will  be  h6ld  at  Wayne 
State  University  in  Detroit,  May  28-31.  Housing  and 
childcare  are  available  for  those  who  preregister  by 
May  1;  registration  fees  are  on  a  sliding  scale  ranging 
from  $25  to  $100  for  NLG  members  and  $34  to  $120 
non-members.  Fee  reductions  are  available  in  cases 
of  extreme  hardship.  For  more  information,  contact 
the  Detroit  NLG,  23  N.  Adams,  Detroit,  Ml  48226,  (313) 

963-0843 - Womanwrites  ’81,  a  conference  for 

Southeastern  lesbian  writers,  publishers  and  printers, 
will  be  held  in  central  Georgia  June  4-7.  Fee  is  $25  per 
adult  for  registrations  postmarked  before  May  8,  $35 
for  registrations  postmarked  May  9-29,  and  $10  per 
child.  No  registrations  will  be  accepted  after  May  29. 
Childcare  will  be  provided;  limited  travel  funds  are 
available  for  economically  challenged  women.  For 
more  details  and  an  application,  send  a  self-ad¬ 
dressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Womanwrites,  c/o 

ALFA,  P.O.  Box  5502,  Atlanta,  GA  30307 _ Black 

and  White  Men  Together  (BWMT)  will  hold  its  first 
international  convention  in  San  Francisco  June  25-28. 
For  more  information,  write  BWMT,  279  Collingwood 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114,  or  call  (313)  861-2614 
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Clearinghouse  Suggests 
Curbs  For  SF  Violence 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  That  the 
police  should  document  violent 
crimes  against  gays  and  improve 
their  response  time  to  such  crimes 
were  two  recommendations  of  the 
Gay  Subcommittee  of  the  Inter¬ 
group  Clearing  house,  in  a  report 
released  here  recently. 

The  Clearinghouse  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Mayor  Dianne  Fein- 
stein  in  November,  shortly  after  a 
particularly  vicious  gang  attack  in 
Dolores  Park  had  exacerbated  al¬ 
ready  high  tensions  between  gays 
in  the  Castro  and  Latinos  in  the 
adjoining  Mission  District. 

In  addition  to  growing  anti-gay 
violence,  other  kinds  of  incidents 
have  become  common  place  in  re¬ 
cent  years:  Racial  tensions  —  in¬ 
cluding  racially  motivated  attacks 
and  murders  —  have  increased. 
(Recently  released  Census 
statistics  reveal  that,  for  the  first 
time,  whites  no  longer  constitute  a 
majority  in  San  Francisco.  The 
Asian  population  has  grown  most 
dramatically  since  1970,  from  13% 
to  22%. )  There  have  also  been  an 
increase  in  anti-Semetic  incidents, 
including  the  attempted 
Firebombing  of  a  Jewish  bookstore 
in  the  Sunset  District  two  years 
ago. 

The  Intergroup  Clearinghouse  is 
composed  of  30  city-wide  ethnic, 
religious,  civic  and  community 
agencies.  It  reflects  San 
Francisco’s  blac,  Hispanic,  gay, 


Asian,  religious.  Native  Ameri¬ 
can,  youth  and  Pacific  Islander 
communities,  as  well  as  senior  cit¬ 
izens,  the  Police  Department’s 
community  Relations  Unit,  and 
the  city’s  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion. 

The  mandate  of  the  Intergroup 
Clearinghouse  is  to:  1)  act  as  a  re¬ 
source  to  alleviate  tensions  be¬ 
tween  concerned  groups,  and  med¬ 
iate  potential  hostilities;  2)  act  as  a 
forum  for  member  groups  and  ot¬ 
her  community  organizations  to 
discuss  matters  of  mutual  concern; 
and  3)  develop  a  contingency  plan 
involving  existing  city  organiza¬ 
tions  and  make  recommendations 
on  how  to  handle  peacefully  acute 
intergroup  hostilities  and  com¬ 
munity  crises.  It  will  attempt  to 
resolve  those  issues  and  situations 
which  contain  a  potential  for 
violence,  and  create  a  forum  where 
members  of  San  Francisco’s 
diverse  communities  can  discuss 
specific  grievances,  hostilities  and 
fears  in  order  to  defuse  and  elim¬ 
inate  any  need  to  resort  to 
violence. 

The  Gay  Subcommittee’s 
recommendations  were  grouped 
into  several  categories:  on  the 
community-based  level  it 
suggested  the  formation  of 
neighborhood  safety  blocks  and 
street  patrols  in  high  problem 
areas,  as  well  as  increased  contacts 
between  gays  and  local  churches 
and  youth  groups  in  order  to 


Town  Meeting  Held 
To  Discuss  Center 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  at  a  recent  town  meeting 
agreed  on  the  need  for  a  proposed 
community  center  and  discussed 
specific  ways  that  the  center 
should  be  created. 

Held  on  Wednesday,  April  15  at 
the  Arlington  Street  Church,  the 
meeting  drew  some  150  parti¬ 
cipants,  many  of  them  repre¬ 
senting  area  organizations. 

Plans  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  center  were  initiated 
by  the  Pride  Committee,  a  group 
that  was  formed  to  organize  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Pride  Week  activi¬ 
ties  but  that  has  since  become 
involved  in  a  number  of  other 
efforts.  But  organizers  stress  the 
need  for  a  new,  broadly  repre¬ 
sentative  group  for  the  proposed 
center.  And  according  to  Tom 
Chiodo  of  the  Pride  Committee,  a 
larger  segment  of  the  community 
has  already  taken  up  the  effort. 

Organizers  of  the  town  meeting 
reported  that  100  questionnaires 
had  been  mailed  to  Boston-area 
leabian  and  gay  organizations  and 
that  of  the  28  groups  responding, 
all  considered  there  to  be  a  need 
for  a  community  center.  Ten  of  the 
organizations  said  they  would  con¬ 
sider  being  housed  there. 

According  to  Chiodo,  about  50 
persons  at  the  town  meeting  later 
signed  up  for  work  on  the  com¬ 
mittees  formed  for  the  project. 
The  four  committees  will  be 
concerned  respectively  with 
publicity,  fund  raising,  needs 
assessment  and  the  search  for  a 
suitable  location. 

Meeting  several  days  later,  the 
coordinators  of  the  four  com¬ 
mittees  made  tentative  plans  to 
mail  out  a  second  questionnaire  to 
organizations  and  to  hold  a  second 
town  meeting  this  summer.  Do¬ 
nations  are  being  sought  to  cover 
the  $500  the  coordinators  estimate 
will  be  needed. 

In  an  introductory  presentation 
at  the  April  15  meeting  Sasha 
Alyson  of  Alyson  Press  said  that 
although  it  is  too  early  to  begin 
looking  for  a  building,  between 
7,000  and  8,000  square  feet  of 


floor  space  will  be  needed  and  a 
suitable  building  will  cost  about 
$200,000.  Alyson  estimated  mon¬ 
thly  expenses  at  $3,000  to  $3,500. 

Alyson  said  about  half  the 
expenses  for  a  similar  center  in 
Washington,  DC  come  from  com¬ 
munity  donations  with  the  rest 
derived  from  organizations  rent¬ 
ing  space  there.  The  Boxton 
center,  he  speculated,  could  expect 
similar  funding. 

The  second  speaker  in  the  in¬ 
troductory  presentation,  Sunny 
Shemdin,  stressed  the  need  for  a 
safe  location  and  argued  that  the 
building  should  be  bought,  not 
rented.  She  urged  that  the  center 
be  alcohol-free. 

Shemdin  suggested  one  large 
meeting  room  with  smaller  rooms 
available  to  rent  to  organizations 
for  periods  of  six  months  to  one 
year. 

Gerry  Scoppettuolo  spoke  of 
the  timeliness  of  the  plans.  He  said 
the  center  would  not  only  promote 
unity  between  existing  organ¬ 
izations  at  a  time  when  unity  is 
crucial,  but.  would  stimulate  new 
organizing  efforts  as  will.  He  said 
a  unified  effort  is  the  only  as¬ 
surance  of  survival. 

Scoppettuolo  emphasized  the 
importance  of  beginning  with  as 
broad  a  coalition  as  possible  and 
argued  for  community  self-re¬ 
liance  in  establishing  the  center  as 
opposed  to  dependence  on  city  or 
other  governmental  support. 

The  last  speaker,  Marshall 
Yates,  said  the  center  should  be  a 
rallying  point  for  the  entire  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  including 
women,  third  world  people  and 
the  working  class,  but  should  also 
attempt  outreach  and  education  of 
heterosexuals. 

The  center  should  be  more  than 
a  refuge,  Yates  said.  “We  must 
organize  and  take  the  offensive 
now.” 

In  the  open  discussion  that 
followed,  community  members 
spoke  of  the  need  for  a  centrally 
located,  easily  accessible  building. 

There  was  discussion  of  the  need 
to  bring  more  of  the  lesbian  and 
Continued  from  page  7 


understand  each  other’s  lifestyles. 
It  recommended  that  gay  organ¬ 
izations  and  leaders  support  the 
creation  of  low  and  moderate 
income  housing,  and  discourage 
the  wholesale  transformation  of 
neighborhood  business  into  bouti¬ 
ques  and  coffee  shops. 

In  addition,  it  suggested  that  in¬ 
dividuals  not  walk  or  jog  alone, 
and  be  alert  around  groups  of 
teenage  males.  People  should  car¬ 
ry  whistles  and  respond  if  they 
hear  one  while  at  home. 

Other  recommendations  includ¬ 
ed:  The  existing  program  of  ex¬ 
plaining  gay  lifestyles  to  public 
school  teachers  and  students 
should  continue.  Existing  vic¬ 
tim/witness  programs  should  refer 
victims  of  anti-gay  violence  to  the 
appropriate  supportive  agencies. 
Stating  that  “The  Mayor  should 
set  the  tone  and  morals  for  the 
city,”  the  report  emphasized  the 
need  for  a  city  policy  on  violent 
crimes. 

One  concrete  result  that  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  through  the  Clear¬ 
inghouse  is  increased  communi¬ 
cation  and  cooperation  between 
representatives  of  the  gay  and  La¬ 
tino  communities.  In  January 
joint  patrols  were  begun  with  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  gay-oriented 
Community  United  Against  Vio¬ 
lence  and  Centro  de  Cambio,  a 
Mission-based  community  service 
agency. 

Members  of  the  Gay  Subcom¬ 
mittee  of  the  Intergroup  Clearing¬ 
house  include:  Eddie  Baca  of 
Community  United,  Rev.  Fred 
Burdue  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
Church,  Police  Commissioner  Jo 
Daly,  Richard  Sevilla  of  Harvey 
Milk  Gay  Democratic  Club,  and 
Jackie  Winnow  of  the  staff  of  the 
Gay  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
San  Francisco  Human  Rights 
Commission. 

“I  believe,  ”  states  Eddie  Baca, 
“that  the  Intergroup  Clearing¬ 
house,  as  mandated,  did  every¬ 
thing  possible  on  the  issue  of  anti¬ 
gay  violence,  which  has  resulted  in 
an  increase  in  intercommunity 
interaction  and  crime  prevention 
projects.” 


Not  for  the  Pentagon 

No  U.S.  Intervention 
in  Southern  Africa 

Stop  Racist  Violence, 

End  Racism  and  Repression 

End  Sexism,  and  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Oppression 

Stop  the  Draft 


Stop  the 
U.sTWor 
Build-up 


The  war  preparations  by  the  Reagan  adminlstiatlon  and  the  milit¬ 
ary-industrial  complex  pose  the  gravest  danger  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  the  entire  world  In  particular,  Reagan  and  Haig  are 
bent  on  provoking  a  Vietnam-type  war  in  El  Salvador 
Join  the  tens  ol  thousands  of  people  who  will  be  demonstrating  to 
express  their  outrage  at  the  dangerous  course  toward  war  and  in¬ 
creased  human  suffering  planned  by  Reagan  for  the  millions, 
Protest  the  anti-people,  racist  budget  cuts,  which  are  a  direct  result 
of  the  bloated  $190  billion  Pentagon  budget 
Join  with  others  in  raising  these  demands  as  well  as  the  many  other 
concerns  we  have,  such  as  an  end  to  conscnplion  and  the  poverty 
draft,  full  employment, 
equality  tor  the  disabled, 
the  elderly  and  the  un¬ 
documented.  Honor  the 
Native  treaties,  Inde¬ 
pendence  for  Puerto 
Rico,  and  no  U.S 
recognition  of  the 
apartheid  regimes 
in  southern  Africa 


Sunday  MAY  3 


12  noon  Assemble  at  Constitution  Gardens 

(corner  of  Constitution  Ave  and  23rd) 

1  p.m.  March  steps  off 

2  p.m.  Rally  at  the  Pentagon 

(Speakers,  entertainment,  interpretation  for  the  hearing  impaired^ 


The  Metro  will  be  open 
Sunday  to  shuttle  people 
between  the  Pentagon 
and  the  gathering  area.) 


Lesbian,  Gay 
Support  Wide 

For  PAM  March 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  Plans  for  a  march 
on  the  Pentagon  on  May  3  have 
drawn  unexpectedly  wide  spread 
support  from  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  some  of  whom  have  organ¬ 
ized  a  caucus  within  the  group 
planning  the  march. 

Organized  by  the  People’s  Anti- 
War  Mobilization  (PAM),  the 
march  is  directed  primarily  against 
US  intervention  in  El  Salvador  and 
against  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion’s  increasing  the  military 
budget  at  the  expense  of  social 
programs.  But  also  targeted  are 
what  organizers  describe  as  the 
racist,  sexist  and  homophobic 
implications  of  the  admin¬ 
istration’s  policies. 

According  to  Marshall  Yates  of 
the  Boston  PAM  office,  a  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Focus  group  has  been 
organized  within  PAM  as  a  result 
of  efforts  by  Dykes  Against 
Racism  Everywhere  (DARE)  of 
New  York. 


Engineers’  Group 
Pickets  Cal.  Church 


By  John  Kyper 

LOS  GATOS,  C A— Twenty- 
five  people  picketed  the  Los  Gatos 
Christian  Church  on  Sunday , 
April  5th,  in  a  demonstration 
sponsored  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Associated  Engineers  (LG AES). 
The  demonstration,  held  on  the 
eve  of  the  56th  anniversary  of  the 
arrest  of  John  Scopes  for  teaching 
the  theory  of  evolution  to  his 
Dayton,  Tennessee,  high  school 
class,  protested  the  attempts. of 
fundamentalists  to  force  the 
teaching  of  ‘scientific  creationism’ 
in  public  schools. 

The  protest  used  ‘scientific 
creationism’  as  an  issue,  according 
to  LGAES  organizer  Ed  Sebesta, 
because  ‘it’s  one  more  example  of 
how  fundamentalists  are  abusing 
religious  freedom  and  threatening 
the  rights  of  all  of  us.’ 

The  Los  Gatos  Christian 
Church,  located  in  suburban  San 
Jose,  is  the  church  of  Dan  Wycoff, 
executive  director  of  the  Moral 
Majority  of  Santa  Clara  County, 
who  was  quoted  on  nationwide 
television  in  February  calling  for 
the  capital  punishment  of 
homosexuals,  (see  GCN ;  Vol.8, 
No.  30). 

This  church  was  also  a  focus  of 
organizing  that  helped  defeat 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  ordinances 
in  San  Jose  and  Santa  Clara 
County  in  a  referendum  last  June 
(see  GCN,  Vol.7,  No.46). 


Two  San  Jose  television  stations 
covered  the  demonstration. 
Sebesta  has  publicly  challenged  the 
Los  Gatos  Christian  Church  to 
debate  the  issue  of  ‘creationism,’ 
possibly  in  July,  the  anniversary  of 
the  famous  Scopes  ‘Monkey  Trial’ 
that  featured  Clarence  Darrow 
and  William  Jennings  Bryan.  A 
church  spokesperson  offered  the 
church  auditorium  for  such  a 
debate;  however,  this  offer  was 
rejected.  Sebesta  suggested  a 
‘neutral’  location,  located  towards 
the  center  of  the  Bay  Area  and 
accessable  by  public 
transportation. 

Members  of  the  South  Bay 
lesbian  and  gay  community 
enthusiastically  joined  the  protest. 
An  LGAES  position  paper, 
published  recently  in  San  Jose’s 
Lambda  newspaper,  charged  that 
‘scientific  creationism’  is  a  ‘slick 
attempt  at  theocratic  privilege  in  a 
democratic  society.  The  adjective 
‘scientific’  is  an  indication  that  the 
Fundamentalists  themselves  know 
full  well  that  they  are  camoflaging 
theology  as  biology.  ’ 

Sebesta  works  as  an  electrical 
engineer  in  Sunnyvale,  in  the 
South  Bay.  He  was  one  of  the  few 
San  Francisco  gay  activists  to  be 
involved  in  the  attempt  to  save  the 
gay  ordinances  last  spring  in  Santa 
Clara  County.  He  has  been  vocal 
in  his  criticism  of  what  he  felt  was 
Continued  on  Page  7 


“Members  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  are  supporting  the 
May  3  demonstration  because  we 
understand  that  the  threatened  US 
intervention  in  El  Salvador  poses  a 
serious  threat  to  freedom-loving 
and  struggling  people  here  in  the 
US  and  around  the  world,”  said 
Joan  Gibbs  of  DARE. 

Initiated  by  Workers  World 
Party,  PAM  has  received  suport 
from  a  number  of  diverse  sources. 
Jean  Bowdish  of  the  national 
PAM  office  in  Washington,  DC 
told  GCN  that  among  the  700 
endorsers  of  the  march  are  many 
lesbian  and  gay  groups,  including 
the  Lavendar  Left,  the  Mississippi 
Gay  Alliance,  The  Barbary  Coast 
Democratic  Club  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  the  Committee  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Male  Socialists,  Black 
and  White  Men  Together  groups 
of  Baltimore  and  New  York  and 
the  National  Gay  Health 
Coalition. 

Yates  said  there  are  at  least  50 
lesbian  and  gay  groups  from 
around  the  country  among  the 
endorsers,  as  well  as  many 
individuals. 

PAM  members  say  it  is  the 
participation  and  support  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  and  other 
new  groups  that  makes  the  march 
different  from  anti-war  activities 
of  the  60’s.  Women,  union  mem¬ 
bers,  black  people,  veterans  and 
religious  groups  are  more  active 
and  visible  than  during  the 
Vietnam  war,  they  say,  and  a 
special  effort  is  underway  to  make 
the  march  and  rally  accessible  to 
the  handicapped. 

PAM  has  sparked  the  interest  of 
the  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on 
Security  and  Terrorism,  a  creation 
of  the  new  Republican  majority  in 
the  federal  legislature.  Subcom¬ 
mittee  chair  Sen.  Jeremiah  Denton 
(R-AL)  has  reportedly  proposed 
issuing  subpoenas  to  PAM  leaders 
to  determine  what  organizations 
support  the  march. 

Bowdish  told  GCN  that  PAM 
has  publicized  their  activities  as 
widely  as  possible  and  that  no 
secrecy  is  involved.  PAM  has 
reportedly  distributed  several 
thousand  leaflets  with  lists  of 
endorsers  on  them.  “If  they  can’t 
keep  up  with  PAM,”  Bowdish 
said,  “then  they’re  the  only  ones 
who  can’t.” 

Organizers  emphasize  that  the 
march  will  be  peaceful  and  that 
with  the  parade  permit  issued 
April  2,  it  will  be  legal. 

For  more  information  call  the 
Boston  PAM  office  at  (617) 
424-1176  or  the  national  PAM 
office  in  Washington,  DC  at  (202) 
462-1488. 
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Com  mu  nity  Voices - 

frightened  no  more  dream  or  nightmare? 


Dear  GCN, 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  L.A.  is  supposed  to  be 
one  of  the  hubs  of  the  gay  world,  finding  inform¬ 
ative  newspapers  here  that  just  tell  the  story  the 
way  a  newspaper  is  supposed  to  do,  well,  that  task 
is  next  to  impossible  —  if  you’re  looking  for  an 
L.A.  paper. 

At  The  Either/Or  Bookstore  which  is  one  of 
the  best  resource  bookstores  for  gay  info,  they 
carry  only  two  gay  newspapers  —  the  Advocate 
and  GCN.  Now  if  I  were  a  gay  man  looking  for 
someone  or  only  wanting  to  look  at  the  gay  male 
point  of  view,  then  I  imagine  1  would  by  the 
Advocate.  However,  I  am  a  gay  woman.  So  every 
week  I  get  in  the  car  and  drive  to  The  Either/Or 
and  pick  up  the  GCN. 

I  want  to  know  what’s  going  on  these  days  in 
the  gay  world.  I  want  to  read  it  in  a  way  that 
makes  me  believe  the  writer  really  cared  that  the 
information  presented  reached  her/his  readers.  I 
recommend  to  friends  of  mine  just  coming  out 
and  in  need  of  roots  or  personal  indentification  to 
get  the  GCN. 

Maybe  that  is  what  I  find  so  appealing  about 
the  GCN:  1  find  something  to  identify  with  when  1 
eke  out  my  60‘  and  flip  through  the  pages.  1  see 
myself  there  in  print,  and  I  see  my  friends  and  my 
family  and  my  lover  and  her  family  and  all  the 
problems  and  joys  that  go  along  with  that 
group/family/friends/lover.  I  open  the  pages 
and  there  I  am  staring  back  at  myself.  I’ve  grown 
up  into  quite  a  gay  lady  since  the  day  1  first 
bought  a  copy  of  GCN  hidden  beneath  some 
benign  book,  carefully  rolled  it  up  so  that  the 
word  gay  could  not  be  seen  anywhere,  nervously 
took  it  back  to  my  apartment  and  dealt  with  the 
guilt  that  I  may  actually  have  found  someplace  to 
be  accepted. 

It  is  one  year  later.  I  am  out  to  friends,  family 
and  co-workers  (  well,  actually,  1  just  started  a 
new  job  last  week,  but  my  former  co-workers 
know).  I  have  a  lover  one  year  in  duration, 
Michele,  and  I  walk  right  into  The  Either/Or 
bookstore,  grab  a  GCN  off  the  shelf,  com¬ 
fortably  take  it  to  the  counter,  pay  for  it,  pop  off 
to  the  corner  lunch  counter  and  READ  IT 
RIGHT  IN  FRONT  OF  EVERYONE!  What  a 
brazen  woman  I  am.  And  I  can  only  say  it’s  about 
damn  time.  I  also  say  I  owe  a  part  of  that  courage 
to  the  comfort  of  Gay  Community  News. 

Thank  you  for  getting  me  through  my  gay  ado- 
lescance.  And  please  feel  free  to  use  my  name. 
I’m  not  scared  anymore.  Not  too,  anyway. 

Nina  Sara  Valadao 
Los  Angeles,  CA 


Dear  GCN, 

We  the  undersigned  have  had  grave  concerns 
about  the  proposed  East  Coast  Womyns  Festival. 
There  has  been  much  discussion  of  the  festival 
and  of  what  the  womyn’s  community  really  is. 
There  has  been  confusion,  frustration,  anger,  and 
argument.  One  thing  is  clear;  one  womyn’s  vision 
can  be  another  womyn’s  nightmare. 

We  want  to  affirm  our  sense  of  the  womyn’s 
community  as  a  community  belonging  to  all 
womyn.  Those  of  us  who  feel  more  comfortable 
in  it  need  to  be  more  open.  We  need  to  examine 
our  behavior  and  cease  to  exclude  womyn  by  be¬ 
having  with  ignorance  and  arrogance  around 
issues  of  race,  class  and  other  sources  of  privi¬ 
lege/oppression  in  this  society.  Those  of  us  who 
feel  excluded  need  to  demand  better  treatment 
from  the  womyn  who  call  themselves  our  sisters. 

We  cannot  know  or  speak  for  each  others’ 
needs  in  the  planning  of  an  event.  A  committee, 
preferably  paid,  including  children,  womyn  of 
color,  differently  abled  womyn,  womyn  who  are 
struggling  with  drugs  including  alcohol,  fat 
womyn,  witches  and  womyn  who  work  at  the 
festival  doing  cooking,  crafts,  healing,  music  and 
technical  jobs,  etc.  must  have  input  into  the 
decision  making  process  before  responsibilities 
are  delegated  out,  if  this  is  to  be  an  event  for  the 
entire  community.  Additional  opinions  must  be 
solicited  from  the  womyn  most  affected  by  the 
decisions  to  be  made. 

These  essential  decisions  requiring  partic¬ 
ipation  are:  date,  location,  budget,  performers, v 
other  cultural  aspects,  assessability,  food,  health, 
drugs/alcohol,  security  policies,  etc. 

The  budget  must  be  made  public  and  the  wages 
fair  (respective  of  the  work  done  and  other 
feminist  principles). 

The  womyn  who  won  the  festival,  who  may 
benefit  from  the  festival  financially  beyond 
wages,  should  be  local  womyn  and  representative 
of  the  womyn’s  community. 

All  this  work  must  begin  far  enough  ahead  of 
time  so  that  womyn  not  part  of  the  “in”  group 
networks,  womyn  of  limited  means,  or  not  into 
reading  feminist  papers  will  have  a  chance  to 
learn  of  the  festival  early  enough  to  contribute 
ideas  and  make  arrangements  to  be  able  to  come. 

The  East  Coast  Womyn’s  Festival  never  met 
any  of  these  basics.  Instead  it  showed  by  its 
decisions  that  many  of  us  were  excluded  from  its 
planning.  For  example: 

•  a  festival  committee  which  included  womyn  of 
color  and  womyn  doing  anti-racist  work  would 
never  have  set  up  a  festival  with  nocoordinators 
being  womyn  of  color  or  tried  to  excuse  it  by 
saying  they  didn’t  know  any. 


•  a  group  of  womyn  including  poor  womyn 
would  never  have  proposed  work  exchange  at  a 
rate  which  values  womyn’s  labor  at  $2.80  an  hour 
and  gives  out  slots  on  a  first  come,  first  serve  basis 
regardless  of  income. 

•  a  group  including  community  oriented  womyn 
would  never  have  left  informing  local  womyn  of 
the  festival  to  the  last  weeks. 

•  a  group  including  craftswomyn  would  never 
have  proposed  to  have  the  products  of  womyn’s 
hard  work  displayed  without  the  protection  of  a 
tent. 

•  a  committee  including  hispanic  womyn  would 
.  never  have  considered  a  puerto  rican  performer’s 

spoken  language  an  impediment  to  her 
performing  contributions. 

•  womyn  struggling  with  alcohol  would  never 
have  planned  to  sell  alcohol  near  the  performing 
area. 

•  performers  would  never  have  proposed  a  pay 
scale  varying  from  $1700  to  two  free  tickets  for 
the  same  amount  of  stage  time. 

•  a  group  including  local  womyn  would  never 
have  hired  mostly  west  coast  womyn  or  even 
suggested  importing  an  outreach  (sic) 
coordinator  from  St.  Louis. 

Certainly  the  producers  of  the  East  Coast 
Festival  listened  to  our  criticisms  (when  you  could 
track  them  down)  and  sometimes,  after  much 
arguing,  they  would  agree  to  incorporate  our 
ideas.  This  was  a  tremendous  wast  of  time  and 
energy.  The  need  for  all  this  arguing,  patching, 
clarifying,  reconstructing  more  criticizing,  trying 
to  root  out  policies  womyn  found  discriminating, 
insulting  or  just  plain  stupid  could  have  been 
avoided  by  consulting  more  of  us  in  the  first 
place,  and  not  just  picking  our  brains  but  in 
positions  with  power,  responsibility  and  adequate 
funding. 

We  are  really  sad  that  there  will  not  be  a  big 
festival  in  the  East  Coast  womyn’s  community 
this  year  but  we  hope  that  by  making  our  feelings 
public  we  are  saying  loud  and  clear  that  this 
community  belongs  to  all  of  us  and  events  here 
that  do  not  include  all  of  us  will  not  receive  much 
support,  certainly  not  ours. 

Anni  Waterflow 
Hillary  Kay 
Laurel  Chiton 
Lizzie  Brown 
Maxine  Feldman 
Polly  Laurelchild 
Boston,  MA 
Emily  Sherwood 
Ruth  Davidson 
Northampton,  MA 


crude  things 

Dear  gay  sisters  and  brothers, 

I  have  followed  the  case  of  John  Zeh  in 
Cincinnati.  Yes,  1  believe  it  is  a  set  up  but  who  is 
setting  up  who?  I  know  Cincinnati,  I  have  friends 
there.  Now  John  why  did  you  set  up  the  gay 
community?  No  person  who  lives  in  Cincinnati 
with  your  level  of  intelligence  could  not  see  that 
that  kind  of  show  would  create  the  situation  it 
now  has.  It  seems  John  that  suddenly  you  are 
making  a  name  for  yourself.  It  seems  that  you 
want  us  to  rally  behind  what  you  did.  You  are 
invoking  the  sacred  scripture  of  the  first 
admendment.  Well,  John  your  broadcast  was  in 
very  bad  taste.  And,  in  redneck  land,  what  did 
you  expect?  WAIF-FM,  the  radio  station,  is  the 
only  one  showing  good  sense.  They  realise  the 
place  you  put  yourself,  also  they  are  supporting 
you  by  not  firing  you.  Their  apology  to  their 
listeners  is  not  unfounded.  1  would  be  upset  to 
hear  your  broadcast  on  the  public  airwaves.  Now 
John,  why  don’t  you  put  a  transcript  of  the 
show  in  question  into  an  article  for  GCN  and  let 
the  content  be  known.  Then  the  gay  community 
can  think  for  themselves  about  who  is  setting  up 
who.  1  hope  this  thing  dies  down  and  nevers  goes 
to  trial,  because  the  losers  will  be  the  gay  people 
who  live  in  Cincinnati.  Yes,  John  I  realize  thatthe 
daily  paper  the  Enquirer  is  homophobic.  I  know 
that  gay  rights  must  be  fought  for,  but  when  you 
pick  a  fight  you  can’t  win  you  don’t  scream  war. 
If  you  really  care  about  the  gay  community  and 
not  about  your  stardom,  then  find  the  shortest 
way  out:  apologize,  admit  what  you  did  was  in 
bad  taste,  promise  not  to  discuss  crude  things  and 
pretend  it’s  humor 
Matthew  J  Strazzula 
Belmont,  MA 


legal 

contradictions 

Dear  Sir  [sic] : 

I  always  purchase  a  copy  of  the  GCN  and 
notice  your  courage  in  printing  articles  on 
NAMBLA  and  since  this  is  such  a  delicate  subject 
and  can  only  bring  you  hassles  I  must  admire  you 
for  your  coverage.  I  am  sure  you  are  well  aware  of 
the  problems  the  Body  Politic  is  having  because 
of  its  article  on  “Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men.” 

A  little  tidbit  for  you:  In  the  province  of 
Newfoundland,  Canada,  an  adult  male  who  has 
consensual  sex  with  a  male  minor  under  the  age  of 
17  years  is  liable  to  only  six  months  in  prison,  but 
the  same  offence  with  a  minor  between  17  and  21 
is  liable  to  as  much  as  five  years.  It  seems  the 
younger  the  boy  the  less  the  time.  This  was  the  law 
in  1978  and  I  believe  it  still  stands  this  way. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  our  children  but  the  above  law  is  rather 
questionable  and  the  laws  on  marriage  are  appal¬ 
ling.  Ah  adult  male  can  marry  a  girl  of  12  or  an 
adult  woman  can  marry  a  boy  of  14  but  an  adult 
man  cannot  live  in  a  loving  way  with  a  boy.  How 
does  this  law  protect  a  young  girl  or  boy  and  how 
many  marriages  woud  last  and  how  much  mental 
damage  could  be  done  to  the  child  under  the 
sanction  of  law? 

Sincerely, 

John  R.  Tyndall, 

Montreal,  Canada 


boob  of  the  week 

Dear  People, 

In  reading  your  last  issue,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  printing  L.  Craig  Schoonmaker 
(Shmuckmaker?)  was  a  pretty  good  idea.  It  gives 
the  gay  community  a  chance  to  see  who  our  own 
enemies  are. 

I  would  like  Mr.  Schoonmaker  to  receive  the 
boob  of  the  week  award,  a  Bic  lighter  set  at  its 
highest  flame. 

Thank  You, 

Erica  Dattile 
Circulation  Director 
The  New  York  Native 
New  York,  NY 

one  good  turn 
deserves  another 

Dear  GCN  (and  you  are  very  dear). 

Re:  L.  Craig  Schoonmaker’s  offensive  letter 
5  So  GCN  used  to  be  a  “men’s  newspaper.”  And 
I’ve  always  wondered  where  womyn  were  getting 
their  over-abundant  supply  of  monies  (especially 
considering  their  average  wage  scale,  so  indig¬ 
nantly  granted  by  similarly  medieval  minded 
boors).  I  suggest,  when  the  revolution  arrives  and 
witches  and  fairies  build  their  first  Mayday  bon 
fire  with  new  right  wing  leaders,  nazis,  galileans, 
and  other  oppressive  patriarchs,  that  L.  Craig 
may  be  useful  as  kindling  (faggot).  Then  let’s  use 
their  coffers  to  televise  a  womyn’s  music  festival 
(mixolydian  mode,  of  course)  worldwide.  Cer¬ 
tainly  it  would  be  more  fun  than  reading  his 
precious  manuscript. 

In  Cybil’s  Praise, 

Robert  Meehan 
Hartford,  Connecticut 


the  other  side  of 
the  coin 

Dear  Community  Voices, 

Donald  Vining’s  ‘Straight  Talk’  article,  in  the 
Speaking  Out  section  of  GCN  April  4,  1981  issue, 
was  an  excellent  piece  of  writing  that  needs  to  be 
addressed  seriously  within  all  segments  of  the 
lesbian/gay  community.  It  is  both  a  realistic  poli¬ 
tical  strategy  for  fighting  against  stereotypes  and 
a  personal  way  to  fight  isolation  and  insecurity  of 
being  a  lesbian/gay  person  in  the  kind  of  society 
we  live  in  (of  course  there  are  many  other  equally 
valid  and  necessary  ways  to  fight  back). 

There  is  often  so  much  that  I  read  in  the  pages 
of  lesbian  gay  writings  of  our  oppression  and  iso¬ 
lating  techniques  (separatism)  as  a  way  of  coping, 
that  I  found  it  both  exciting  and  enlighting  to  read 
Donald  Vining’s  article.  As  a  lesbian-feminist 
who  has  been  at  various  times,  on  the  side  of 
separatist  politics,  it  finally  took  a  whole  lot  of 
work  to  be  in  the  position  that  I  could  write  a 
letter  of  support  to  this  article.  For  me  it  took  a 
certain  kind  of  self-confidence  to  integrate  myself 
into  society  and  was  what  I  lacked  in  my  first  few 
lesbian  years.  I  now,  looking  back,  can  see  that  I 
needed  to  isolate  myself  with  other  lesbian- 
feminists  and  to  keep  women  who  were  just  like 
me  around  at  all  times  for  the  important  purpose 
of  validating  who  I  was.  It  is  quite  something  else, 
however,  to  be  proudly  who  I  am  in  an  integrated 
group  and  get  a  sense  of  validation  from  an  inner 
peace  of  mind. 

There  have  been  times  when  I  believed  that  the 
only  place  I  could  learn  worthwhile  things  was 
from  the  lesbian-feminist  community.  I  had 
placed  this  community-at-large  on  a  pedastal 
reaching  far  above  the  rest  of  the  heterosex- 
ual/gay  male  world.  I  now  know  that  there  is 
much  I  can  learn  from  many  people.  I  also  feel 
that  though  the  lesbian-feminist  community  has 
many  unique  strengths  and  positive  attributes, 
that  as  a  community  in  and  of  itself,  we  are  no 
better  than  any  other  community  or  individual 
who  has  unique  things  to  offer  and  learn  from. 

During  the  time  that  I  began  to  change  my  out¬ 
look  on  life  in  this  way,  I  started  to  hear  a  saying 
“superiority /inferiority.’  I  thought  about  that  a 
lot  and  began  to  realize  that  in  my  believing  that  I 
was  living  a  better  lifestyle  than  heterosexual 
women  and  all  men,  was  in  fact  an  outgrowth  of 
anger  and  my  insecurity.  I  really  do  believe  that 
we  all  have  more  in  common,  and  more  to  unite 
about,  then  differences  that  exist  that  perpetuate 
division  and  isolation.  And  besides  that  I  feel  that 
there  is  a  lot  to  gain  in  having  an  open-minded 
approach  to  people  that  come  along.  It  hardly 
makes  sense  to  me  anymore  that  as  a  member  of 
historically  oppressed  groups  of  people,  that  I 
should  feel  ok  about  stereotyping  others  and 
sitting  in  judgement  of  their  lifestyles.  I  feels  like 
the  flip  side  of  the  same  coin. 

Malka  Barrsey  Feldman 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
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Speaking  Out - - 

Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  March  on  May  3 


By  Marshall  Yates,  Committee  of  Gay  Black  Men 

On  May  3  in  Washington,  D.C.,  tens  of  thousands  of  people  —  black,  latin,  native 
and  white,  lesbian,  gay  and  straight,  disabled,  women  and  men  —  will  march  on  the 
Pentagon  to  say  NO  to  the  administration’s  drive  toward  war  and  attacks  on  poor  and 
oppressed  people  here  at  home.  And  unlike  in  the  past,  lesbian  and  gay  organizations,  as 
well  as  third  world  organizations,  have  been  part  of  the  leadership  and  planning  from  the 
very  beginning.  We  will  be  demanding  “U.S.  Hands  Off  El  Salvador;  Money  for  Human 
Needs,  Not  the  Pentagon;  and  an  End  to  Racism,  Sexism  and  Oppression  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays.” 

Both  nationally  and  here  in  New  England,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of  the  Peoples 
Anti-War  Mobilization  (PAM)  has  been  very  active  in  building  for  the  march. vSupport 
from  lesbian  and  gay  groups  throughout  the  country  has  been  pouring  in.  The  national 
endorsers  list  consists  of  over  700  organizations  and  contains  GCN\  Dykes  Against  Racism 
Everywhere;  Steve  Ault  of  the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Communications  Network;  Flo 
Kennedy;  Mississippi  Gay  Alliance;  Lesbians  Rising,  New  York  City;  Commiteee  for 
Visibility  of  the  Other  Black  Woman  —  the  Black  Lesbian;  Sarah  V.  Montgomery;  Parents 
of  Gays,  NYC;  Gays  at  MIT;  Committee  of  Black  Gay  Men;  the  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Task  Force;  Dignity/Integrity,  Durham,  N.H.,  and  many  others. 

Here  in  New  England,  the  interest  is  growing  at  a  fantastic  rate.  Dignity/Integrity  of 
Durham,  N.H.  is  organizing  and  fundraising  for  the  march  in  that  area.  In  Hartford, 
Conn.,  the  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  has  taken  on  organizing 
statewide  for  the  march. 

The  New  England  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of  Peoples  Anti- War  Mobilization  organ¬ 
ized  a  New  England-wide  Lesbian  and  Gay  Planning  Conference  to  build  for  the  march 
and  discuss  how  the  issues  of  war  and  draft  affect  us  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  and 
how  to  fight  back.  Conference  invitations  were  mailed  to  hundreds  of  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  in  the  New  England  area  for  this  conference.  It  took  place  on  April  18  at  the 
Arlington  Street  Church. 

The  current  situation  in  El  Salvador  involves  us  all  —  lesbians,  gays,  women,  third 
world  people,  and  all  other  workers  and  oppressed  people.  On  March  14  in  New  York  City, 
activists  from  across  the  country  met  at  a  national  mobilizers  meeting  to  build  for  May  3. 
The  meeting  was  chaired  by  and  hosted  by  the  Black  United  Front  at  their  national 
headquarters  along  with  the  Black  Veterans  for  Social  Justice,  Dennis  Serette  of  the 
National  Black  Communications  Coalition,  and  Larry  Holmes,  who  is  a  National 
Coordinator  of  PAM.  The  meeting  had  representatives  from  third  world,  women’s,  lesbian 


and  gay  organizations  and  other  oppressed  minorities,  and  a  very  moving  statement  was 
made  that  all  of  these  groups  represented  there  were  not  included  in  the  old  anti-war 
movement  but  this  time  we  were  in  on  the  ground  floor  and  were  taking  the  leadership  role 
unlike  before. 

The  site  of  the  Pentagon  was  chosen  because  that  is  the  true  source  of  the  problem, 
because  all  the  money  cut  from  the  federal  budget  for  necessities  such  as  welfare,  funding 
for  jobs,  food  stamps,  day  care,  etc.,  was  going  to  the  Pentagon.  And,  surely,  we  as 
lesbians  and  gays  are  affected  by  such  cuts.  This  is  clearly  reflected  in  the  demands  of  the 
march.  At  the  end  of  the  meeting  that  day,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of  PAM  met,  with 
participation  from  groups  like  Dykes  Against  Racism  Everywhere  (DARE),  the  Committee 
of  Black  Gay  Men  and  the  Lavender  Left.  The  Focus  has  printed  a  leaflet  in  both  English 
and  Spanish  that  gives  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  struggle  and  ties  it  in  with 
other  struggles. 

As  a  black  gay  man  I  feel  especially  affected  by  what  this  country  is  doing,  especially 
with  the  perilous  course  toward  war  that  this  administration  is  taking.  I  urge  everyone  to 
become  involved  by  volunteering  to  help,  contributing,  and  buying  tickets  to  go  to 
Washington.  Tickets  are  on  sale  at  the  PAM  office  at  355  Boylston  St.  in  the  Arlington 
Street  Church.  For  ticket  information  you  can  either  call  the  office  at  424-1176  or  drop  by. 
Tickets  are  $27  round  trip  and  buses  will  be  leaving  the  Boston  Common  between  the 
Common  and  the  Public  Garden  on  May  2  at  10  p.m.  We  will  return  by  3  a.m.  on  Monday 
morning. 

As  lesbians  and  gays  we  must  not  only  be  among  the  number  who  come  en  masse  on 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day,  but  a  strong  part  of  the  speak  out  on  all  issues  that  affect  us 
all.  We  cannot  afford  to  wait  until  we  are  on  the  defensive.  We  must  organize  and  take  the 
offensive  now.  As  lesbians  and  gay  men  representing  third  world  communities,  the 
women’s  movement,  the  poor,  the  elderly,  the  physically  challenged,  youth  and  anti-war 
forces,  we  are  afflicted  by  Reagan’s  reactionary  domestic  and  foreign  policies  and  it  is 
crucial  that  we  mobilize,  now.  It  is  in  our  visibility  that  our  strength  lies. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c  'o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices - 

clarifying  the  difference  one  big  editorial  men’s  gathering 


Dear  GCN 

Ray  Olson  responded  with  intelligence  to  my 
Speaking  Out  piece  on  “The  Counter¬ 
revolution.”  After  reading  his  own  piece,  “More 
on  the  Counter  Revolution”  (GCN,  March  21) 
I’d  agree  that  we’re  both  “coming  from  roughly 
the  same  perspective.”  I’m  obliged  to  answer 
some  of  his  criticisms,  however,  because  our 
movement  will  continue  reverberating  with  the 
issues  under  discussion,  and  there  will  be  no 
collective  advance  until  common  and  contra¬ 
dictory  perspectives  are  clarified. 

I  argued  that  the  word  heterosexism  should 
largely  replace  the  word  homophobia.  This  is 
more  than  a  linguistic  quibble:  ideas  and  words 
have  consequences.  Olson  writes,  “discarding  or 
retiring  ‘homophobia’  while  proceeding  with  the 
more  limited  concept  denoted  by  ‘heterosexism’ 
would  be  throwing  the  baby  out  while  saving  the 
bathwater.”  On  the  contrary:  gynophobia  and 
misogyny,  for  example,  are  terms  which  denote 
fear  and  hatred  of  women,  but  they  are  of  only 
limited  use  when  we  wish  to  speak  of  sexism, 
which  is  a  structural  feature  of  patriarchy. 
Feminists  use  the  terms  gynophobia  and  sexism 
with  accuracy.  For  lack  of  a  word  like  hetero¬ 
sexism,  however,  gay  activists  have  muddled 
along  with  homophobia.  There  is  a  baby  to  be 
salvaged  from  the  conceptual  bathwater  of 
homophobia,  but  not  unless  and  until  we  limit  the 
sense  and  use  of  this  word,  and  add  heterosexism 
to  our  vocabulary. 

Olson  says  I  imply  that  heterosexism,  sexism, 
and  racism  are  “a  capitalist  plot.”  He  then  makes 
the  point  that  heterosexism  “seems  to  suit  the 
functioning  of  Marxist-Leninist  heirarchical  sy¬ 
stems  such  as  those  of  Cuba,  China,  and  the 
Soviet  Union.”  I’m  probably  as  heretical  a 
Marxist  as  Olson  could  find;  being  a  socialist  with 
a  strong  anarchist  bent,  I’ve  never  been  convinced 
that  Leninism  serves  socialism  well.  Capitalist 
and  patriarchal  relations  can  very  well  survive 
and  thrive  in  countries  with  socialized  economies, 
but  there  is  plenty  of  evidence  that  racism,  sexism 
and  heterosexism  are  essential  to  maintain 
present  capitalism,  whereas  they  are  an  obstacle 
to  building  socialism.  As  for  “capitalist  plots,” 
the  most  I  can  say  here  is  this:  modern  ruling 
classes  are  quite  class-conscious  and  are  quite 
capable  of  conspiring  against  those  they  rule  over 

alice  james 

Dear  GCN : 

David  Foushee’s  review  of  Jean  Strouse’s 
biography  of  Alice  James  once  again  probes  the 
nature  of  Alice’s  relationship  with  Katherine 
Loring  and  weighs  whether  this  “Boston  Mar¬ 
riage”  should  be  considered  a  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionship.  While  many  of  us  have  been  struggling 
around  the  definition  of  a  lesbian  relationship  in 
pre-lesbian  liberation  times,  it  bears  mentioning 
that  a  book  has  now  appeared  that  provides  the 
documentation  and  analysis  that  so  many  people 
will  find  to  be  essential.  Lillian  Faderman’s 
Surpassing  The  Love  of  Men  provides  a  profound 


and  from  whom  they  extract  profits.  They  are 
quite  willing  to  purvey  or  condone  race  prejudice, 
misogyny,  and  homophobia,  because  a  racist, 
sexist,  and  heterosexist  society  keeps  us  divided, 
and  keeps  them  dominant. 

Olson  and  I  are  quite  at  odds  when  it  comes  to 
NOW’s  resolution  against  pornography,  S&M, 
public  sex,  and  pedarasty.  He  grants  that  this 
resolution  deserves  “tough  criticism”  for  its 
reduction  of  those  issues  to  “violence,  exploita¬ 
tion,  or  invasion  of  privacy,”  but  he  says  that  “it 
isn’t  at  all  clear  that  three  of  the  fearsome 
foursome  are  as  innocent  as  Tucker  claims.”  I 
made  and  make  no  such  claim,  but  I  refuse  to 
condemn  or  reject  significant  parts  of  gay  male 
culture  simply  because  that  culture  is  flawed  and 
contradictory.  I  happen  to  belong  to  a  socialist- 
feminist  organization,  but  I  have  never  believed 
that  women  are  familiar  enough  with  the  lives  of 
gay  men  to  define  our  experience  for  us. 
Furthermore,  too  many  feminist  gay  men  have 
been  unwilling  to  criticize  women,  either  because 
of  fear  of  losing  feminist  credentials  or  because  of 
sexist  paternalism. 

In  this  letter  I  can’t  address  all  the  points  Olson 
raises,  but  Olson’s  article  concludes  on  a  note 
which  fairly  begs  for  response.  Olson  grants  that 
reforms  and  revolution  should  advance  together, 
yet  he  says  that  revolutionaries  who  talk  of 
“rights”  and  “demands”  merely  legitimize  the 
powers  from  whom  they  demand  those  rights. 
Human,  as  opposed  to  legal,  rights  cannot  be 
given  to  us  by  any  president  or  party,  but  the  State 
has  been  strong  enough  to  take  both  kinds  of 
rights  away.  We  may  have  revolutionary  will¬ 
power,  but  the  State  has  tanks  and  prisons.  Re¬ 
forms  which  are  won  only  by  reformists  do,  in¬ 
deed,  end  up  strengthening  the  powers  that  be  by 
legitimizing  them.  Revolutionaries  realize  that 
legislation  isn’t  liberation,  which  is  why  we  fight 
for  reforms  as  one  part  of  building  a  revolution¬ 
ary  movement  to  transcend  reforms.  Is  Olson  so 
“revolutionary”  that  he  would  not  fight  for  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment,  for  example?  We  live 
in  this  world,  after  all,  not  in  Utopia,  and  reforms 
can  alleviate  suffering  and  injustices  here  and 
now. 

Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia,  PA 


and  sound  analysis  of  women’s  love  relationships 
with  women  from  the  Renaissance  to  present 
times  and  presents  the  reader  with  very  clear 
standards  in  deciding  whether  or  not  we  should 
consider  certain  relationships  lesbian 
relationships. 

Faderman’s  book  is  brilliant  and  inspiring  and 
I  believe  it  will  stand  for  a  long  time  as  a  classic 
volume  of  lesbian  history. 

Sincerely, 

Eric  E.  Rofes 
Boston,  MA 


Dear  GCN, 

I’ve  never  noticed  “by-lines”  before  until  I 
read  Mitzel’s  “NAMBLA  Pickets  .  .  .”  (GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  35).  If  I  felt  other  GCN  articles  and 
“news  analyses”  were  editorial  ramblings  of  the 
writer’s,  I  would  probably  not  renew  my  sub¬ 
scription  to  the  paper.  The  writer  is  so  pro- 
NAMBLA  that  what  appears  as  reporting  is  in 
fact  a  platform  for  propaganda. 

As  an  example,  Mitzel  points  out  that  'A  of  the 
conference  participants  were  persons  from  law 
enforcement  agencies,  and  “many  of  these  were 
armed.”  Of  course,  the  writer  does  not  check  out 
that  it  is  the  nature  and  requirement  in  many  cities 
that  cops  must  carry  their  weapons  on  or  off 
duty.  What  Mitzel  is  really  trying  to  suggest  is 
that  armed  police  are  attacking,  almost  literally 
with  weapons,  a  specific  segment  of  society  which 
only  wants  to  love. 

As  another  example,  Mitzel  judiciously  avoids 
any  mention  of  the  profit  motive  in  all  this 
innocent  love.  Yet,  he  cites  numerous  examples  of 
slides,  magazines,  etc.  Someone(s)  is  making  lots 
of  money  from  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  these 
items.  Here  again,  the  author  wants  us  blindly  to 
believe  that  the  issue  is  only  that  people  are  being 
attacked  because  they  love.  If  love  is  the  issue, 
then  why  is  so  much  money  being  made  from  the 
process? 

After  reading  this  article,  I  still  don’t  know 
how  anti-gay  this  conference  really  was.  I  too 
would  be  anti-gay  if  I  felt  the  freedom  being 
sought  is  lining  so  many  wallets.  How  does  Mitzel 
justify  this  economic  exploitation? 

How  and  why  does  Mitzel  conclude  that  any¬ 
one  anti-man/boy  love  is  automatically  anti-gay? 
Mitzel’s  writing  about  them  as  one  topic  does  not 
make  it  one  topic  to  me.  At  most  it  might  be 
another  minority  issue  along  with  racism,  sexism, 
etc.  Just  Mitzel’s  writing  that  the  conference  was 
anti-man/boy  love  and  therefore  anti-gay  distorts 
what  indeed  did  happen  at  the  conference.  Maybe 
GCN  should  try  and  find  out  what  did  happen 
and  perhaps  even  interview  objectively  Dean 
Burgess. 

Finally,  this  article  gets  major  exposure  in  the 
paper  by  being  on  p.  3  and  with  a  photograph. 
Yet,  how  many  people  were  picketing?  ‘  ‘Over  one 
dozen  .  .  .  ”  If  this  were  a  truly  gay /lesbian  issue, 
are  12  pickets  the  best  the  Boston  movement  can 
come  up  with?  It  looks  as  if  Mitzel  and/or  GCN 
are  trying  to  create  an  issue  in  much  the  same  way 
the  National  Enquirer  does,  i.e.,  photo,  big 
headline,  good  location,  but  how  much  substance 
is  in  the  article,  and  how  important  is  the  issue  to 
10%  of  the  population  if  barely  more  than  12 
people  can  be  found  to  picket  in  a  major  city? 

I  really  wonder  now  and  question  GCN’s 
policies.  By  ommission  or  commission  is  the 
entire  paper  one  big  editorial? 

I  hope  not. 

Sincerely, 

William  Gronwald 


To  the  Community: 

I’d  like  to  add  some  thoughts  to  the  report  on 
the  OASIS  Men’s  Gathering  On  Sexism  (GCN 
3/28/81). 

I  witnessed  many  pleased  expressions  and 
heard  many  freely  given  appreciations  by  the 
day’s  end.  OASIS  expected  30  participants.  Over 
60  came  to  share.  This  was  a  large  number  to  sat¬ 
isfy,  and  it  appears  they  did  it  rather  well. 

It  was  encouraging  to  me  to  see  so  many  men 
hugging  and  holding  each  other,  as  well  as  sharing 
very  personal  information.  I  found  it  impossible 
to  tell,  by  the  usual  physical  proximity  standard, 
just  who  was  gay  and  who  wasn’t.  This  openness 
is  a  boon  to  anyone  wishing  creature  comfort  and 
physical  closeness  with  other  men.  It  indicated  to 
me  that  many  of  these  men  had  made  great  ad¬ 
vances  in  their  personal  battles  with  fear  of  trans¬ 
gression  of  their  private  space  and  gayphobia. 

The  event  was  free  of  heterocentrism.  It  also 
tried  to  do  too  much.  We  did  not,  as  a  group,  get 
to  deal  with  the  scheduled  issues  of  racism  and 
class  background.  Leadership,  I  felt,  held  back 
too  much,  perhaps  being  overly  sensitive  to  the 
traditional  issue  of  men  as  leader/bullies. 

As  a  result  of  the  gathering,  two  major  items 
drew  sharply  in  focus  for  me. 

(1)  Simultaneous  to  the  efforts  men  have  done, 
and  continue  to  do,  toward  combatting  sexism, 
there  needs  to  be  support  from  both  individuals 
and  the  men’s  movement. 

The  feelings  that  come  up  around  stopping  sex¬ 
ism  (or  any  ism)  are  scary  and  of  the  “I’m  all 
alone”  variety.  Getting  appreciation  and  group 
support  for  work  done  does  contradict  these 
debilitatiang  feelings. 

(2)  The  topmost  fundamental  concern  for  bi¬ 
sexuals  is  exactly  the  same  as  for  lesbians  and  gay 
males;  i.e.  considering  the  ramifications  of  one¬ 
self  as  gay  and  having  to  deal  with  all  the  lies  and 
misconceptions  that  have  been  externally  and 
internally  applied. 

The  bi-sexuality  workshop  raised  precisely 
those  issues  that  are  heard  at  totally  gay  coming 
out  groups.  Here  again,  I  see  both  one-to-one  and 
support  group  backing  as  being  critical  toward 
self  validation. 

The  large  turnout,  the  warm  cameraderie,  the 
incredible  stories  of  the  many  ways  these  men 
have  been  working  toward  illiminating  sexism, 
spoke  to  me  of  great  concern  and  hope. 

I  look  forward  to  more  such  gatherings. 

Love  &  Light, 

Damian 

Cambridge,  MA 


New  York,  NY 

typed  and  double-spaced 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed 
to  Community  Voices,  GCN ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
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Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 
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distinctively  appointed  guest  rooms,  efficiencies 
and  apartments  blending  conviviality,  comfort 
and  convenience.  Enjoy  complimentary  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast 
on  our  sunny 
enclosed 
porch. 

Saturday  /  n to  it, o  ** 

cocktails  in  CLrl  LrlrL 

the  living  room  around  the  piano  -  sunbathe1 
on  the  nicely  landscaped  grounds  -  all  within 
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45  Newbury  St.  Boston,  MA  02116  262-9116 

Serving  the  Community 

Gay  Couples  Anxiety  Reduction 

Counseling  Assertiveness  Training 
Phobias 

*  i  insurance  accepted  •  for  more 
Weight  Control  information  please  call: 
Depression  b.a.b.  262-9116 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.-Thurs.  9am  9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30  8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tbes.  6:30-9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  -  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

o  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
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ion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 
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Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 
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Stained  Glass 
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custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 
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Whole  Health 
Associates 

70  Phillips  St. 

Watertown,  MA 

Individual,  couple,  and  group 
psychoTherapy  for  alternaTive 
lifestyle  adjustment  and  enrichment 

Groups  forming  now 
Insurance  accepted 

Call  924-4441  ask  for 
alternative  lifestyle  services 


Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 
.Cambridge  accepted 
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LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 
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HAIRCUTS  TO  GIVE  A 
SENSE  OF  WELLBEING 

CORNER  OF  NEVA Bl  R\  AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON.  M A  021 16  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


“Mother,  Morality,  Marriage.  ”  What  do  these  words  bring  to 
mind?  Cold  fear?  Anger?  Or  does  a  tiny  voice  inside  you  whisper  Third 
Reich,  “Kinder,  Kuchen,  Kirchen?” 

Although  a  disappointment,  it  was  no  surprise  to  most  of  us  to  see 
the  conservative  Republicans  elected  last  fall.  We  had  seen  the  inter¬ 
national  goose-step  to  the  right  for  some  time.  The  defeat  of  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  rise  of  the  fascistic  National  Front  in  Britain  were  early 
signs.  Similar  moves  to  the  right  in  elections  in  Canada  and  Australia 
and  the  defeat  of  democratic  leftists  in  France  and  Italy  quickly 
followed  suit. 

These  movements  have  been  spearheaded  by  profoundly  anti-gay, 
anti- woman  forces  financed  by  fundamentalist  religious  and  secular 
groups,  welt-organized  in  mobilizing  a  volunteer  force  of  housewives. 
With  the  aid  of  direct  mail  wizard  Richard  Viguerie’s  computers,  the 
New  Right  has  a  huge  mailing  list  in  which  they  directly  appeal  to  voters 
on  personal  issues. 

Here  lies  the  key  to  their  success:  those  who  remain  apathetic  about 
the  economy  and  foreign  affairs  can  easily  be  aroused  on  the  more 
personal  issues  of  home  and  family,  and  the  New  Right  has  been  slick  in 
manipulating  personal  frustrations  into  a  direct  attack  on  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  abortion  rights,  and  the  rights  of  black  people. 

At  its  grassroots  the  New  Right  is  little  more  than  a  misdirected 
frustration,  but  its  leadership  is  a  different  story.  Made  up  of  opportun¬ 
istic  businessmen  and  religious  tycoons,  the  fronts  these  groups  present 
become  inseparable  in  their  common  anti-labor,  anti-abortion,  pro¬ 
capital  punishment  and  pro-military  positions. 

While  not  sounding  the  bells  of  Armageddon,  we  do  agree  with  the 
adage  “know  thine  enemy,  ”  and  hope  that  what  follows  will  become  a 
regular  GCN  column,  a  “watch”  on  the  New  Right.  The  few  progres¬ 
sive  gains  that  have  been  made  over  the  past  few  years  are  being  scuttled 
with  little  warning,  and  we  want  to  start  keeping  you  informed  on  who’s 
doing  and  saying  what  in  the  New  Right.  We’ll  keep  tabs  on  groups 
from  the  Moral  Majority  to  the  (Canadian)  League  Against  Homosex¬ 
uals,  the  Interfaith  Committee  Against  Child-Molesters  to  the  Christian 
Anti-Communist  Crusade.  To  be  successful  we  need  to  hear  from  you 
—  send  us  clippings  of  news  or  editorials,  or  mail  us  addresses  of  groups 
you  thiunk  we  should  be  watching,  especially  if  you  live  outside  of 
Boston. 
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Beverly  LaHaye,  a  member  of  the  Moral  Majority  who  has  been 
pointed  to  as  the  possible  successor  to  Anita  Bryant  and  Phyllis 
Schlafly,  has  been  appointed  as  a  member  of  the  San  Diego  County 
Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women. 

Sue  Punjack,  incoming  president  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW)’s  San  Diego  County  chapter,  told  Her  Say  news  service 
that  LaHaye’s  appointment,  along  with  that  of  Dorothy  Kendrick,  an¬ 
other  conservative,  ran  counter  to  the  commission’s  purpose.  Added 
Punjack,  “The  two- ofithe.m  together  are  going  to  play  havoc  with  the ! 
Countyl  Commission.  ’  ’ 

The  Christian  Anti-Communism  Crusade  news  letter  picked  up  the 
Her  Say  story  and  ran  it  in  its  February  1  issue,  commenting,  “The 
arrogant  elitist  attitude  of  the  leaders  of  the  National  Organization  of 
[sic]  Women,  not  to  mention  the  communists,  is  revealed  by  their 
protests  against  the  appointment.  .  .  .  The  fact  that  Beverly  LaHaye  is 
an  intelligent,  articulate  spokeswoman  for  the  large  percentage  of 
women  who  uphold  traditional  family  and  moral  values  is  irrelevant. 
These  women,  even  though  a  majority,  must  be  disenfranchised  in  order 
that  the  ‘avant  garde’  ideas  of  the  liberal  elite  may  be  the  basis  of  the 
laws  of  the  country.  Only  women  with  the  idea  of  Bella  Abzug  and 
Gloria  Steinem  should  be  appointed  to  governmental  bodies  which  al¬ 
legedly  represent  all  women.” 

*  *  * 

The  James  Robison  Evangelistic  Association  is  establishing  an 
organization  ‘-‘to  educate  and  inform  Christian  women  of  the  moral 
issues  which  affect  the  family.”  The  new  “ministry,”  called  Christian 
Women’s  National  Concerns,  will  conduct  workshops  and  provide  edu¬ 
cational  materials.  It  will  be  co-directed  by  volunteers  Karen  Davis  and 
Karen  Cameon,  both  of  Texas,  reports  Christian  Inquirer.  “We  want  to 
train  women  to  be  an  effective  force  in  preserving  the  rights  of  our 
children  and  families,”  Davis  told  the  Inquirer.  The  organization  can  be 
contacted  at  4200  Mockingbird,  Fort  Worth,  TX. 


Laws 


Continued  from  Page  1 
the  recently-defeated  state  lesbian 
and  gay  civil  rights,  bill  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  39). 

In  Washington  State,  three  state 
senators  have  introduced  a  bill 
into  the  state  senate  which  would 
make  the  state  Human  Rights 
Commission  the  sole  non-federal 
agency  in  the  state  to  handle  com¬ 
plaints  of  violations  of  local  laws 
banning  discrimination,  according 
to  the  Seattle  Gay  News  (SGN). 

In  a  letter  to  the  newspaper, 
Elbert  L.  Guiflory,  director  of  the 
Seattle  Human  Rights  Depart¬ 
ment,  said  that  “any  county  or  city 
that  has  passed  anti-discrimina- 
tory  ordinances  would  lose  the 
power  to  enforce  them  and  en¬ 
forcement  agencies  that  currently 
exist  would  cease  operations  in  this 
area.” 

“The  problem  is,”  according  to 
SGN  writer  Ed  Estes,  “that  there 
are  several  categories  of  people,  in¬ 
cluding  gays,  who  are  protected  in 
local  ordinances,  but  not  at  the 


state  level.  If  local  agencies  lost  the 
power  to  enforce  their  ordinances, 
there  would  be  no  comparable 
protection  for  them  at  the  state 
level.” 

In  late  January,  an  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  ordinance  in  Detroit  was 
declared  “unconstitutional”  be¬ 
cause,  according  to  Wayne  Coun¬ 
ty  Circuit  Court  Judge  Harry  J. 
Dingeman,  in  Michigan,  authority 
for  civil  rights  legislation  properly 
belongs  to  the  state  government 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  29). 

That  ruling  left  Detroit  lesbians 
and  gay  men  without  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  city’s  “omnibus” 
ordinance. 

The  Michigan  Organization  for 
Human  Rights  (MOHR)  is  cur¬ 
rently  urging  the  passage  of  legisla¬ 
tion  to  amend  the  Michigan  Civil 
Rights  Act  and  the  Handicapped 
Civil  Rights  Act  in  order  to  clarify 
the  authority  of  political  subdivi¬ 
sions,  such  as  cities  and  towns,  to 
protect  civil  rights  within  their  own 
boundaries. 


Meeting 

Continued  from  Page  3 
gay  community  into  the  effort, 
including  a  more  representative 
number  of  people  of  color. 

One  community  member  refer¬ 
red  to  Boston  as  a  “city  of  cities,” 
with  deep  and  long-standing 
divisions.  The  center,  he  argued, 
should  have  a  style  comfortable  to 
all. 

One  participant  said  the  center 
should  include  persons  not 
presently  involved  in  organ¬ 
izations. 

A  gay  manargued  that  the  center 
should  be  organized  in  a  non- 
hierarchical  fashion  as  a  co¬ 
operative  or  collective  with  as 
broad  a  base  of  support  as 
possible. 

Several  persons  suggested  con¬ 
tacting  existing  centers  in  other 
cities  for  information  on  their 
formation  and  functioning. 

Robin  MacCormack,  liaison 
between  the  Boston  mayor’s  office 
and  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  told  of  an  earlier 
attempt  to  create  a  community 
center.  He  said  a  group  was 
formed  to  consider  the  project 
after  Mayor  Kevin  White  prom¬ 
ised  during  a  compaign  for  re- 
election  to  make  a  city-owned 
building  available.  The  group, 
which  MacCormack  said  was  not 

Picket 

Continued  from  Page  3 
apathy  from  San  Francisco  toward 
that  struggle. 

‘The  fundamentalists  won  a 
victory  on  our  doorstep,  and  now 
they’re  aiming  for  our  gay 
ordinance,’  he  stud,  referring  to 
the  anti-gay  campaign  announced 
in  February  by  the  Rev.  Richard 
Zone  of  In  God  We  Trust,  Inc. 

‘These  churches  deserve 
picketing  by  gay  people,’  Sebesta 
declared.  He  has  been  especially 
critical  of  gay  leadership  like 
Sentinel  publishers  Charles 
Lee  Morris,  who 

urged  local  gays  to  keep  a  ‘low 
profile’  in  the  face  of  the 
fundamentalist  onslaught:  ‘The 
gay  community  cannot  be  neld 
hostage  every  time  some  crank 
preacher  threatens  to  take  away 
our  ordinance,’  he  said.  ‘Sooner 
or  later  the  challenge  is  going  to 
come,  and  we  should  fight  back 
now.’ 

—filed  from  Berkeley,  CA 


Conference 
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Bagneris.  “It  is  in  this  room 
tonight.  We  must  become  a  united 
body  of  vastly  different  people  in 
order  to  survive...,  and  when  we 
survive.” 

Other  keynote  speakers  includ¬ 
ed  author  Michael  Den- 
neny,  Lovers:  The  Story  of 
Two  Men,  and  Ann  Toups,  who 
was  featured  on  last  year’s  ABC 
Close-up:  Homosexuality.  All 
three  speakers  gave  their  views  on 
the  conference  theme,  “Vive  la 
Difference!” 

The  conference  was  hosted  by 
the  LSU  Students  for  Gay  Aware¬ 
ness,  and  included  workshops  on 
such  topics  as  stress,  rape 
prevention,  homosexuality  and 
the  Bible,  and  the  lesbian  and  gay 
vote. 


Murder 
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ion  as  they  walked  along  Hunting- 
ton  Avenue,  near  Copley  Square 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No. 38). 

MacCormack  urges  anyone  who 
has  witnessed  an  assault,  robbery 
or  other  similar  activity  in  the  area 
in  the  past  few  weeks  to  contact 
him  at  (617)  725-4410. 

MacCormack  said  any  informa¬ 
tion  given  him  will  be  kept  in  the 
strictest  confidence. 


"Gay 


representative  of  the  community, 
dissolved  soon  after  White’s  re- 
election  and  nothing  has  been 
heard  since  of  the  offer  of  a  city 
building. 

MacCormack  argued  for  com¬ 
munity  self-reliance  and  against 
the  ‘  ‘  political  machinations  ’  ’ 
involved  in  dealing  with  the  city. 
“What  the  government  gives,”  he 
said,  “the  government  can  and 
often  does  take  away.” 

In  closing  remarks,  Chiodo 
said,  “The  commitment  is  here; 
let’s  do  it.” 

Durham 

Continued  from  Page  1 

to  take  up  their  intolerant  rifles 

and  clubs.” 

Whitman  added  that,  over  the 
past  year,  North  Carolina  has  seen 
more  Nazi  activity  than  any  other 
state  and  that  Nazi  leader  Harold 
Covington  has  advocated  the 
death  penalty  for  homosexuality. 

In  response  to  the  murder  and 
beatings,  the  lesbian  and  gay  male 
community  in  Durham  held  a  mid¬ 
day  vigil  on  April  17.  According  to 
Allen  Troxler  of  Southern  Expo¬ 
sure,  the  vigil  was  attended  by 
equal  numbers  of  straight  and  gay 
people. 

“The  groundswell  of  support 
from  people  in  the  straight  com¬ 
munity  has  been  heartening,” 
Troxler  said.  “Among  the  approx¬ 
imately  one  hundred  people  at  the 
vigil  we  had  liberal  church  people, 
people  from  the  League  of  Women 
Voters,  people  from  the  Commun¬ 
ist  Worker’s  Party  .  .  .  although 
they  didn’t  come  as  representatives 
of  those  organizations.  We’ve 
been  involved  in  coalition  politics 
with  these  people  for  years,  but 
this  is  the  first  time  we’ve  galvan: 
ized  their  support  for  us.” 

Troxler  added  that  media  cover¬ 
age  of  the  murder  and  beating,  ar¬ 
rests  and  vigil  were  “sympathetic” 
to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
An  editorial  in  the  Durham  Morn¬ 
ing  Herald  condemned  the  attack¬ 
ers  for  taking  judgment  [about 
homosexuality]  and  retribution  in¬ 
to  their  own  hands.”  The  editorial 
called  for  “the  harshest  punish¬ 
ment  the  law  allows  ...  for  these 
thugs.” 

According  to  the  Morning  Her¬ 
ald,  before  Antonevich  died  he 
told  the  sheriff’s  deputies  that  he 
was  sitting  on  arock  when  the  men 
approached  and  ordered  him  to- 
cross  the  river.  Antonevich  said 
that  when  he  told  the  men  he  could 
not  do  so  because  he  was  handi¬ 
capped,  they  attacked  him. 

The  men  beat  him  with  a  pole 
and  their  fists  and  held  his  head 
under  water,  Antonevich  told  po¬ 
lice,  according  to  the  Morning 
Herald. 

Bruce  Siceloff,  who  has  covered 
the  attack  and  arrests  for  the  Ral¬ 
eigh  News  and  Observer,  told 
GCN  that  Antonevich ’s  wife  and  a 
close  friend  of  the  family  have 
denied  that  the  man  was  gay,  but 
that  members  of  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity  have  contradicted  this. 

Troxler  commented,  “It  doesn’t 
matter  .  .  .  because  the  attack  was 
in  the  name  of  getting  queers.” 
Antonevich  frequented  that  area 
along  the  Little  River  where  huge 
boulders  protrude  above  the  wat¬ 
er,  Troxler  said.  He  added  that  the 
area  is  popular  sun  bathing  spot 
for  straight  people  —  families  and 
church  groups  —  as  well  as  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 

Siceloff  said  that  the  attack  was 
sparked  by  an  “unpleasant  ex¬ 
change”  between  the  wife  and  girl 
friend  of  the  accused  assailants 
and  two  nude  men  lying  on  the 
rocks.  “They  exchanged  insults, 
the  women  were  offended  and 
went  back  and  told  the  men  they 
were  with  .  .  .  [the  attack]  was  a 
spontaneous  thing.” 

Troxler  said  that  lesbian  and  gay 
men  are  planning  a  picnic  at  the 
sight  of  the  murder  and  beating  in 
an  attempt  to  “reclaim”  the  spot. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Community  News,  May  2,  1981  •  Page  7m 


Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 
Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450v 


-rfiss !§€• 
Ssfsr- 

\9-n- 


and 


co’ 


,i6W 


s'\nce 


UiOMCN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HCfllTH  C€NT€R 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesbian  health 

Issues,  Menopause, 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows  —  available  for 
Groups 

women-worker,  owned  and  controlled^ 
639  Mass.  Rve.,  Cambridge  547-2302 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*  reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


Judged  Boston’s  BEST  American 
Cuisine  by  Boston’s  Best  Guide... 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner- plus  Saturday 
and  Sunday  brunch  and  Boston's  best  late  night 
breakfast  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  til  3am. 


THE  IDEAL  21  Huntington  Av.,  Copley  Sq. 


247-8249 


Plumbing 

&heating 


Robert 

427-2778  ^ 


SAVE  „„ 

akt  Gold  Charms 

Mercedes  Insignia 

Price 

Sailboat 

Lady  of  Fortune 

$ii.50  X,udes 

Scallop  Shell 

charges 

Some  available  in  Sterling  Silver  $340  &  up 

ZODIAC  Charms 

14kt  $25.90 

St.  Silver  $3.45 

Send  check  to  THE  GOLD  LINQUE 

BOX  44 

ABINGTON,  MA  02351 

FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc. 
Harry  A.  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays  Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 

Caribbean  Holidays  N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Munich  Oktoberfest  Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 

One  Week  September  18 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  0.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Swingshift:  Lesbian  Musi 
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By  Nancy  Wechsler 

This  past  winter,  while  visiting  San  Francisco,  I  interviewed 
members  of  Swingshift,  a  women’s  jazz  band.  They  are  pres¬ 
ently  on  tour  in  the  Northwest,  and  are  planning  a  tour  of  the 
east  next  spring.  The  members  of  the  group  come  from 
varied  backgrounds  —  all  have  long  histories  in  music  and  in 
the  movement  of  which  their  songs  speak.  Bonnie  Lockhart, 
on  piano,  has  played  and  recorded  with  the  Berkeley 
Women’s  Music  Collective  and  with  the  Red  Star  Singers. 
Susan  Colson,  bassist,  played  and  recorded  with  the  Port- 
land-based  women's  jazz  band,  Baba  Yaga,  as  well  as  with 
several  other  bands  in  Portland  and  the  Bay  Area.  Naomi 
Schapiro  played  flute  with  the  Boston  women’s  jazz  quintet, 
About  Time,  before  moving  to  San  Francisco  and  joining 
Swingshift.  Joan  Lefkowitz  has  been  a  trap  drummer  with 
several  bands  over  the  last  five  years,  including  The  Dialec¬ 
tics  and  Rosie  and  the  Riveters. 

The  Band 

How  did  the  group  form? 

Bonnie  Susan,  Joan  and  I  got  together  almost  a  year  and  a 
half  ago  and  jammed  a  bit.  I  was  wrapping  up  my  commit¬ 
ment  with  the  Berkeley  Women’s  Music  Collective.  I  knew 
Susan  because  she  had  produced  an  album  for  us  and 
because  she  was  in  Baba  Yaga.  I  knew  Joan-from  hanging 
out  together  in  the  Bay  Area  and  she  had  also  been  in  a  band 
that  I  knew.  We  all  knew  we  liked  to  play  jazz,  and  we  didn’t 
know  too  many  other  women  who  did.  It  was  obvious  we 
were  the  necessary  instruments  to  start  a  group  -  a  rhythm 
section.  About  a  year  ago  we  started  performing.  We  had  dif¬ 
ferent  people  in  town  sit  in  with  us,  playing  melody  in¬ 
struments.  But  we  really  wanted  a  permanent  person,  who 
was  as  committed  as  we  were,  and  who  had  the  same  vision 
for  the  band  as  we  did.  We  had  a  lot  of  trouble  finding  that 
sort  of  person.  A  lot  of  people  wanted  to  sit  in  with  us,  but  not 
come  to  rehersal  . .  . 

Naomi  Fortunately  they  were  still  looking  when  I  came  out 
for  a  visit  last  spring.  I  had  been  in  a  jazz  band,  in  Boston, 
which  had  broken  up  and  it  seemed  that  there  were  no  pros¬ 
pects  there  of  being  able  to  be  part  of  another  band.  I  really 
wanted  to  keep  playing  music.  I  had  always  had  a  dream  in 
Boston  of  wanting  to  play  jazz  that  was  somehow  politically 
relevant.  Everyone  always  said,  ‘‘Oh  yeah,  that  would  be 
nice,  but  let’s  forget  it.”  And  then  I  came  out  here  and  there 
were  women  doing  it. 

Susan  This  is  the  first  time  I  was  in  a  band  where  we  were 
consciously  looking  for  a  person  not  only  who  roughly  fit  the 
group  musically,  and  that  we  had  a  few  things  in  common 
with,  but  who  also  had  some  shared  political  vision.  I  think  we 
were  fairly  lucky  that  we  found  Naomi. 

Where  did  the  name  of  the  group  come  from? 

Bonnie  The  collective  unconscious.  We  got  together  one 
night  and  tried  to  come  up  with  a  name. 

Joan  We  thought  about  ‘Bad  Attitude’  for  a  while,  but  people 
voted  it  down. 

Can  you  describe  the  kind  of  music  you  play? 

Joan  We  do  jazz  standards,  latin,  R&B  (rhythm  and  blues), 
and  a  capella. 

Susan  A  fair  amount  of  the  original  material  is  influenced  by 
rhythm  and  blues  or  gospel,  more  than  the  jazz  standards. 

Politics 

Do  you  consider  yourselves  a  political  band?  if  so,  what 
does  that  mean  to  you? 

Joan  Yes.  I  would  say  we  are  definitely  a  political  band.  I 
think  that  means  that  individually  we  each  consider  our¬ 
selves  anti-imperialists,  and  as  a  band  we  want  to  be  able  to 
put  out  politics  which  challenges  imperialism  in  this  country 
and  around  the  world.  Part  of  being  a  political  band,  besides 
making  statements,  is  hoping  to  sway  people  .  .  . 

Bonnie  Working  in  culture,  we  have  an  ability  to  build  a  lot  of 
bridges.  I  think  that  is  an  important  task  for  anyone  who  is  an 
activist  right  now.  We  need  to  build  a  much  greater  unity  in 
the  movement  than  exists  right  now.  I  think  one  thing  the 
band  does  is  build  a  much  higher  leftist  consciousness  in  the 
gay  community  as  well  as  raising  consciousness  around  gay 
issues  in  the  left  community  —  which  is  equaly  important  to 
me.  We  want  to  put  ourselves  on  the  line  around  a  lot  of  anti¬ 
imperialist  issues  but  not  be  in  the  closet  —  as  has  happened 
to  a  lot  of  gay  people  working  in  the  left.  We  want  to  make  it 
very  clear  that  we  are  a  bunch  of  dykes  doing  this  work  and 
that  we  are  not  willing  to  give  up  our  identity  as  dykes  to  do 
that  work.  We  are  also  out  there  as  a  group  of  women,  which 
is  a  statement  in  and  of  itself.  A  bunch  of  women  playing  jazz 
is  completely  unacceptable  to  straight  America. 

Susan  When  I  played  in  an  all  women’s  jazz  band  in 
Portland  one  time  we  played  outdoors  in  a  downtown  area  at 
a  festival.  Our  friends  who  were  sitting  along  the  back  said 
that  as  shoppers  went  by  they  would  stop  and  the  women 
would  say,  ‘‘Honey  those  are  all  women  up  there.”  “No,  no 
the  drummer’s  a  man,  got  to  be  a  man.”  “No,  no,  look.  It’s  a 
woman.”  “Well,  then,  the  guitar  player  must  be  a  man.”  I 
hear  that  a  lot.  They  want  to  believe  that  there  is  at  least  one 
man  in  a  jazz  band.  In  that  sense  I  think  Bonnie’s  right  that 
being  an  all  women's  jazz  band  is  a  political  statement. 

Why  do  you  call  yourselves  anti-imperialists,  as  opposed 
to  leftists  or  socialist-feminists? 

Susan  For  me,  none  of  those  terms-  leftist,  socialist  or 
feminist  -  say  anything  about  having  an  international  per¬ 
spective.  I  know  plenty  of  socialists  and  plenty  of  feminists, 
and  socialist-feminists,  that  just  don’t  think  in  those  terms. 
They  think  in  terms  of  oppression  of  women  in  this  country  — 
that’s  fine,  I  have  no  problem  with  people  thinking  about  it 


that  way  but  I  want  my  vision  to  stay  more  global  than  that. 
Bonnie  I  don’t  feel  comfortable  calling  myself  an  anti-im¬ 
perialist  without  qualifying  that  and  saying  that  I  am  also  a 
feminist.  There  are  certainly  many  anti-imperialists  that 
aren't. 

Naomi  Another  reason  why  “anti-imperialist"  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  label  for  us  is  that  we  sing  and  play  a  lot  of  music  that 
comes  from  other  cultures  —  from  Africa,  Latin  America, 
and  from  a  fusion  of  African  and  Latin  music.  That’s  what 
jazz  is  based  on.  In  this  country,  historically,  musicians  of 
color  have  had  their  music  taken  from  them.  It’s  been  re¬ 
vamped  and  done  by  white  people  who  make  a  lot  of  money 
off  of  it.  We  don’t  want  to  be  a  part  of  that  process.  We  want 
to  be  a  part  of  a  process  of  respecting  and  promoting  that 
culture.  I  think  it  is  really  hard  to  do  that  —  separate  from 
respecting  and  promoting  the  country  where  that  culture 
comes  from,  and  by  being  aware  of  the  whole  process  by 
which  Africa  and  Latin  America  were  exploited  and  raped  by 
parts  of  Europe  and  North  America.  I  think  it  is  really 
important  playing  jazz  to  make  those  kinds  of  connections. 
How  do  you  feel  about  the  left? 

Naomi  The  thing  I  feel  about  the  left  is  that  I  have  been  real 
depressed  in  the  last  few  years  about  both  public  inactivity 
and  people’sinability  to  work  together ...  I’m  starting  now  to 
feel  more  excited  because,  judging  from  the  number  of 
rallies  that  we  know  about  or  are  asked  to  sing  at,  there  is 
starting  to  be  more  activity.  There  is  some  kind  of  resistance 
to  the  onslaught  of  the  Right  Wing.  Also  I’m  not  sure  myself 
about  a  strategy,  but  I  do  see  people  trying  to  work  together, 
who  were  unable  to  do  so  a  few  years  ago. 

Susan  I  feel  as  a  musician,  playing  jazz,  I’ve  been  con¬ 
fronted  with  a  lot  of  the  same  kinds  of  things  I  confronted  as  a 
woman  in  the  left  in  the  '60s  and  the  70s.  At  first,  being  invisi¬ 
ble.  Then  once  you  are  taken  seriously  you  become  excep¬ 
tional,  and  then  you  get  sick  enough  of  it  all  that  you  make 
statements  that  are  very  strong  at  different  times.  You  try  to 
find  some  women  that  you  can  work  with  cause  otherwise 
you  don’t  have  enough  support  to  keep  yourself  from  going 
crazy  working  either  as  a  leftist  or  a  musician.  I  don’t  think  I 
could  have  the  breadth  of  my  vision  as  a  leftist  if  I  weren’t 
working  with  these  other  women.  I  would  be  too  bitter,  and 
too  angry  all  the  time  if  I  were  working  in  mixed  organizations 
where  I  was  fighting  all  the  time. 

Joan  There  are  very  concrete  ways  that  I  feel  some  leftists 
and  some  other  cultural  workers  have  come  through  for  us. 
The  San  Francisco  MimeTroupe,  whose  work  we  respect  a 
lot,  has  given  us  use  of  their  space  to  rehearse. 

Susan  As  a  group  I  feel  that  we  have  had  good  relationships 
with  the  left  organizations  and  the  feminist  organizations  that 
we  work  with.  I  know  my  strength  comes  from  the  fact  that 
we  are  a  group  doing  something  that  is  distinctly  ours  and  so, 
while  there  is  no  way  I  would  want  to  bad  mouth  the  left,  I  just 
want  to  be  realistic  about  my  feelings  as  an  individual  right 
now  if  I  were  trying  to  do  political  work  in  a  mixed  left 
organization. 

Gigs 

Do  your  politics  affect  the  decisions  you  make  about 
where  you  want  to  perform? 

Joan  We  don’t  just  play  to  left  audiences.  We  like  to  play  at 
straight  jazz  clubs  and  straight  community  coffee  houses, 
too.  When  people  get  there  they  find  out  what  our  politics  are. 
Hopefully  we  are  presenting  it  in  a  way  that  isn’t  rhetorical,  or 
doesn't  put  people  on  the  defensive.  So  then  they  will  want  to 
stay  and  hear  it,  and  they  will  like  the  music  and  like  what  we 
have  to  say. 

Naomi  What  we  have  done  so  far  is,  for  the  most  part,  not  to 
change  the  material  that  we  play.  If  we  have  to  do  a  short  set 
we  tailor  it  to  the  club,  but  if  we  are  going  to  play  our  whole 
repertoire  then  we  play  everything  we  are  playing  at  a  down¬ 
town  music  club  that  we  are  just  breaking  into,  or  at  Artemis, 
which  is  the  woman’s  coffee  house,  or  at  Mission  Blue  which 
is  a  combination  leftist  hangout  and  neighborhood  bar.  We 
have  tried  to  be  pretty  conscious  about  the  kind  of  introduc¬ 
tions  we  give  the  songs  and  try  to  remember  if  we  are  playing 
to  an  audience  of  gay  people,  an  audience  of  all  women,  an 
audience  of  leftists,  or  an  audience  of  people  who  have  no 
idea  that  there  were  pass  books  [an  internal  passport]  in 
South  Africa,  or  an  audience  that  has  heard  the  rap  twenty 
times  before.  .  .  .This  Thursday  we  are  doing  a  benefit  for  the 
U.S.  Friends  of  El  Salvador.  The  benefit  is  at  A  Little  More, 
which  is  a  woman’s  bar. 

Why  are  you  playing  a  benefit  for  El  Salvador  at  a 
woman’s  bar? 

Naomi  We  are  playing  the  benefit  because  we  think  it  is  very 
important  to  support  the  struggle  in  El  Salvador.  Being  a  full 
time  band  means  that  about  the  only  thing  we  can  do  to  sup¬ 
port  causes  that  we  think  are  deserving  of  support  is  to  do 
benefits  for  them.  I  think  it  is  pretty  exciting  that  it  is  in  a 
woman’s  bar.  That  was  the  decision  of  the  [U.S.  Friends  of  El 
Salvador]  committee,  not  the  band,  to  play  at  a  woman’s  bar 
and  try  to  get  the  women’s  community  more  involved.  In  San 
Francisco  there  are  a  lot  of  people  from  all  over  Latin 
America,  and  there  are  many  Salvadorians.  Recently  there 
have  been  a  lot  of  tensions  in  the  city  between  gay  people 
and  latino  youths.  It  is  a  complicated  issue.  A  lot  of  the 
images  of  gay  people  that  are  projected  in  the  San  Francisco 
media  is  that  of  rich,  white,  gay  men,  who  open  up  fancy 
stores,  redevelop  houses,  whatever.  It  is  not  a  great  image, 
and  it  is  not  an  accurate  image  of  all  gay  people.  So  I  think  it  is 
exciting  to  be  doing  a  benefit  that  is  clearly  this  lesbian  group 
performing. 


Bonnie  I  feel  that  it’s  a  real  exciting  time  now  because  ther 
is  some  vision  of  victory  happening  in  El  Salvador.  While  wl 
can  easily  feel  defeated  here,  the  way  things  are  turning  novi 
it’s  real  important  for  me  to  get  that  larger  world  view  and  sei 
the  good  sign  of  the  coin. 

Naomi  One  thing  that  has  really  struck  me  about  San  Fraij 
cisco  since  I’ve  moved  here  is  that  it  is  a  multi-cultural  pit’ 
You  don’t  get  the  sense  that  this  city  is  completely  dominate! 
by  white  culture.  I  think  it  makes  me  much  more  conscious  < 
imperialism  and  more  conscious  cf  the  countries  that  all  th 
different  people  have  come  from  —  Filipinos  and  peopl 
from  every  country  in  Latin  America,  people  from  all  parts  ( 
Asia.  It’s  very  different  than  the  sense  I  had  in  Boston.  Bostc 
has  a  latin  community  and  a  black  community  but  it  was  e, 
tremely  segregated  and  the  city  gave  a  face  of  a  very  whit 
dominated  culture.  It  is  exciting  to  be  in  a  place  where  ther 
are  very  active  political  groups  of  all  differnt  cultures. 

Resolving  Differences 

You  were  saying  earlier  that  the  group  has  pretty  simile 
politics,  and  that  you  get  along  pretty  well.  But  you  mus 
have  some  political  differences.  I  was  wondering  if  the 
came  up  and  how  you  resolve  them? 

Joan  We  haven’t  had  any  internal  political  conflicts.  I  thir 
that  if  it  were  to  come  up  it  would  come  up  around  whether  I 
do  an  event  or  which  events  to  do. 

Bonnie  I  think  the  reason  that  hasn’t  come  up  is  becaus 
none  of  us  is  associated  to  any  organization  or  is  even  clos: 
to  any  organization.  This  reflects  that  all  of  us  are  really  sh 
of  factionalism  ...  all  of  us  want  to  support  a  lot  of  differei 
organizations  that  are  doing  specific  work  around  specif 
things. .  . . 

It  is  a  little  uncanny  how  similar  our  backgrounds  are.  W 
are  all  anti-war  kids,  all  have  been  out  for  a  while,  all  identi 
with  the  lesbian  community  and  live  in  it.  Those  are  thre 
very  important  things  that  we  share.  I  know  that  in  sort 
other  bands,  even  when  there  was  the  heart  and  the  spirit 
have  unity,  there  wasn’t  that  common  experience.  We’ve  < 
been  through  a  political  struggle  and  worked  as  activists 
various  contexts,  and  I  think  that  builds  a  lot  of  trust. 
Susan  I  can  always  count  that  no  one  is  going  to  mis 
rehearsal.  No  one  is  going  to  forget  something  that  is  real 
important.  I  know  for  me  it  was  a  strategic  decision  to  p 
more  energy  into  playing  music.  When  I  was  really  involved 
the  anti-war  movement  I  stopped  dead  cold  and  didn’t  pl< 
music  at  all.  Then  I  felt  that  I  wanted  to  do  something  tha 
thought  people  would  listen  to  more  than  they  would  listen 
speeches.  People  open  their  hearts  to  music  more  than  thi 
open  their  hearts  to  a  lot  of  other  forms  of  political  cor 
munication.  All  of  the  band  members  experience  streng 
and  a  political  voice  in  our  music. 

Do  you  have  conflicts  about  what  to  play  at  certa 
events? 

Bonnie  There  hasn’t  been  conflict  internally,  like  one  pe 
son  wants  this  and  one  person  wants  that.  I  know  we  exp 
rience  conflict  about  whether  or  not  we  should  sing  "N 
Girl”  [the  old  Temptations  song]  at  an  anti-imperialist  rally  - 
like  at  a  rally  to  support  Nicaragua.  It  is  confusing  to  figu 
out  how  to  be  out  as  lesbians  without  alienating  people  th 
we  don’t  want  to  alienate.  What  is  the  best  way  to  come  out 
think  we  need  to  find  a  better  song.  Sometimes  we  think  “to 
Girl”  is  sort  of  frivolous  in  that  context.  People  don’t  get; 
unless  they’re  a  bunch  of  dykes  who  want  to  sing  along.  j 
So  how  have  you  resolved  this? 

Susan  Sometimes  we  do  it  and  sometimes  we  don’t. 
Bonnie  In  that  case  (the  Nicaraguan  rally)  we  asked  one 
the  women  who  was  working  in  Gays  for  Nicaragua.  She  Sc 
she  thought  it  wasn’t  a  good  idea  (to  sing  “My  Girl”)  so  v 
trusted  her,  with  some  chagrin. 

Susan  But  I  think  it  was  a  right  decision.  For  a  majority 
people  at  that  rally  English  was  not  their  first  language.  Sor 
of  our  songs  were  in  English  and  that  was  already  confusi 
enough.  I  supported  our  decision  not  to  sing  “My  Girl,”  bi 
feel  some  frustration  around  the  fact  that  I  haven’t  found  t 
right  song  yet,  and  I  certainly  haven't  written  it. 

How  do  you  resolve  group  tensions,  if  and  when  th 
come  up? 

Naomi  We  talk  about  it. 

Bonnie  At  one  point  we  decided  we  were- going  to  ha: 
evaluation  at  the  end  of  band  rehearsals.  That’s  sort  of  fall! 
away,  but  it  was  a  good  idea. 

Joan  We  do  have  unpleasant  scenes  during  rehears; 
sometimes,  which  are  not  always  resolved  in  the  great* 
way.  For  example,  somebody  snaps  at  somebody,  and  tj 
other  person  snaps  back.  Maybe  a  third  person  mediates,! 
maybe  gets  involved,  and  maybe  we  deal  with  it  throu 
discussion  or  maybe  we  forget  it  and  just  try  to  keep  rehea 
ing  and  hash  it  out  after  rehearsal.  One  problem  is  that  we 
work,  besides  playing  music,  and  so  when  we  have  rehear] 
time  we  really  want  to  use  it  to  rehearse  and  not  to  deal  me 
than  is  reasonable  with  group  dynamics.  I  think  that  is  one 
the  forces  that  moves  us  during  rehearsals  —  the  n 
crunch  for  time. 

Outside  Jobs 

What  do  you  all  do  for  a  living?  How  do  you  all  supptj 
yourselves? 

Susan  Rob,  steal,  deal,  hustle. 

Naomi  The  real  answers  are  more  boring.  I’m  a  rent 
nurse.  I  work  as  a  nurse  part-time  through  a  tempor;- 
agency. 

Bonnie  I  teach  music  in  a  program  with  kids.  Sometime 
give  private  lessons.  I  lead  a  children’s  chorus  through  • 
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ians  Fuse  Jazz  and  Politics 


recreation  department.  We  do  stuff  like  excerpts  from  The 
Sound  of  Music  —  little  moralistic  tunes  chosen  by  the  recre¬ 
ation  department.  I  also  work  in  a  bi-lingual  child  care  center 
over  in  the  Mission  District  of  San  Francisco.  I  work  part- 
time.  It  would  be  pretty  humanly  impossible  to  work  full-time, 
though  its  been  done. 

Joan  I  worked  full-time  the  whole  time  this  band  was  hap¬ 
pening  up  until  a  month  and  a  half  ago.  I  was  working  in  a 
video  production  house  making  television  commercials.  I  am 
now  unemployed  except  that  the  band  has  hired  me  to  orga¬ 
nize  our  tour. 

Susan  I  work  part-time  in  a  small  non-profit  organization 
that  finds  volunteers  to  help  other  non-profits  that  are  having 
problems. 

Have  you  been  able  to  earn  any  money  playing  music? 
Susan  I  bet  that  if  we  added  it  up  we  have  probably  recycled 
everything  we’ve  earned  back  into  the  band,  producing  pro¬ 
mo  materials  and  tapes,  going  on  tour,  paying  our  bills.  We 


end  up  taking  money  home  from  gigs,  small  amounts,  but  we 
are  also  all  owed  moneyby  the  band.  So  the  balance  sheet 
wouldn’t  show  that  we’v.p:  rYiade  any  overwhelming  profits 
here.  We  would  like  to  be  able  to  support  ourselves  with  the 
band.  It  is  a  reflection  of  this  culture  that  the  work  of  artists  is 
not  valued  highly.  We  don't  get  paid  much  to  do  it  and  no  one 
certainly  supports  you  to  do  it  —  unless  you  really  hustle  for  it 
and  the  number  of  people  for  whom  that  is  available  is  rela¬ 
tively  small. 

Bonnie  And  they  don’t  tend  to  be  lesbian  jazz  musicians 
either. 

Joan  Alive!,  which  is  one  of  the  few  successful  women’s 
jazz  oriented  groups,  only  survives  because  they  stay  on  the 
road  1 1  months  out  of  the  year.  That  makes  for  a  very  hard 
life.  I  really  admire  them  for  being  able  to  do  that.  At  this 
point,  that  is  not  where  we  are  at.  That  is  one  of  the  few 


choices  you  have  if  you  want  to  make  money  playinq  jazz 

Life  As  Band  Member 

Working  part  time,  and  all  the  hours  that  you  rehearse, 
and  all  the  hours  that  you  perform,  do  you  have  time  for 
anything  else? 

Susan  No.  Our  lovers  have  all  left  us,  we  have  no  friends. 
Our  roommates  can’t  stand  us.  No,  I’m  just  kidding. 

Naomi  It  really  feels  crazy  a  lot  of  the  time.  There  are  people 
that  I  probably  saw  more  when  I  was  visiting  San  Francisco 
than  I  have  seen  since  I  have  moved  here.  My  typical  day  in¬ 
volves  running  in  at  4:30,  throwing  my  uniform  off,  putting  on 
some  other  clothes,  grabbing  a  salad,  saying  “hi”  to  my 
roommates,  and  saying  “goodbye,”  running  out  the  door  and 
still  being  late. 

But  there  also  must  be  a  sense  of  satisfaction  out  of  do¬ 
ing  creative  political  work?  Given  these  times,  that’s 
pretty  hard  to  find. 


Joan  Sure.  The  other  thing  we  haven’t  mentioned  yet  is 
besides  having  this  common  music  and  this  common  poli¬ 
tics,  we  really  like  each  other. 

Naomi  Which  is  a  good  thing.  Aside  from  the  way  I  feel 
crazy  sometimes  because  I  don’t  have  a  life  aside  from  the 
band,  I  feel  very  fortunate  because  there  are  a  lot  of  good 
musicians  who  I  know  don’t  have  people  to  play  with  on  a 
regular  basis. 

Bonnie  It  is  definitely  worth  it. 

Susan  It  beats  playing  pinball. 

Do  you  get  treated  like  stars?  You’ve  all  been  performers 
now  for  quite  a  while.  How  does  it  effect  your  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  women’s  community  or  lesbian  community? 
Susan  People  you  don’t  know  recognize  you.  That’s 
disconcerting  to  me.  I’ve  dealt  with  it  different  ways  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times.  People  will  come  up  to  me  and  say,  “Hi,  don’t  I 


know  you."  For  a  long  time  I  would  just  say,  “I  look  like  a  lot  of 
people  and  you  don’t  really  know  me,”  and  now  I  say,  "I’m  a 
musician  and  you  might  have  seen  me  perform.”  But  for  a 
long  time  I  didn’t  want  to  cop  out  to  that.  I  was  embarrassed 
about  it,  and  I  thought  it  was  a  self-imposed  trip.  But  then  I 
thought  that  that  was  ridiculous  because  it  just  makes  you 
feel  more  crazy  anyway.  There  are  times  when  I  feel,  not  like 
a  star,  but  called  upon  to  speak  for  a  lot  more  people  than  I 
can  adequately  speak  for.  Joan  and  I  were  at  a  meeting  re¬ 
cently  and  we  were  asked  a  question:  “What  would  the 
women’s  cummunity  feel  about  blah  blah  .  .  .’’And  you  know, 
just  because  I  play  the  bass  on  the  stage  I  certainly  don’t  feel 
like  I  could  speak  for  the  women’s  community. 

It  seems  to  me  that  being  well-known  would  be  a  double 
edged  sword  in  that  it  would  both  be  an  invasion  of 
privacy  at  times  but  also  you  would  get  to  meet  people 
easily. 

Joan  Yes,  that’s  true.  Personally  I  would  not  negate  totally 
any  thing  good  about  it.  Part  of  why  we  play  music  and 
choose  to  perform  on  a  stage  (you  can  be  a  musician  in  your 
home),  is  that  we  all  have  nice  healthy  egos.  We  like  people 
to  applaud  and  we  like  people  to  say  “heh,  that  sounds 
great.”  We  like  people  to  appreciate  our  music.  I  don’t  feel 
like  I  get  treated  like  a  star.  I  feel  like  I  get  appreciated  and  I 
enjoy  that. 

Bonnie  I'm  into  getting  recognized  for  what  I  do.  Where  it 
gets  a  little  crazy  is  that  I  feel  like  most  women  aren’t 
recognized  for  the  work  they  do.  Most  women’s  jobs,  jobs 
that  my  friends  and  people  in  the  community  have,  are  really 
under-recognized  and  so  that  sometimes  the  degree  of  re¬ 
cognition  I  get  as  a  musician  really  is  in  contrast  with  that.  It 
can  sometimes  make  me  feel  a  bit  uncomfortable.  But  I  don’t 
feel  like  I  should  get  less  recognition  —  I  feel  like  other  peo¬ 
ple  should  get  more. 

Naomi  It’s  harder  for  me  because  I’m  not  used  to  perform¬ 
ing.  I  did  perform  in  Boston,  but  not  that  much.  I  feel  like  I  am 
still  a  part  of  the  audience. 

Has  performing  changed  you? 

Naomi  I  never  even  called  myself  a  musician  until  about  six 
months  ago.  It  is  more  than  just  being  on  stage  and  people 
recognizing  you.  I’m  notsurewhatitis  yet,  but  I  feel  that  I  am 
really  going  through  a  self-image  change.  I  am  starting  to 
identify  that  the  person  who  is  on  stage  is  really  me.  It’s  the 
same  me  who  washes  the  dishes,  and  oversleeps  for  work, 
and  breaks  things,  and  whatever. 

Do  you  feel  that  people  box  you  in  to  whatever  their  fan¬ 
tasies  are  of  what  they  want  you  to  be.? 

Susan  and  Bonnie  Yes. 

Joan  When  we  sing  “My  Girl,”  I  sing  lead  and  I  would  say 
that  I  flirt  with  the  audience.  That’s  part  of  the  act,  at  least 
that’s  how  I  look  at  it.  I  really  enjoy  it  and  the  audience  does 
too.  There’s  a  certain  energy  that  goes  with  that  song.  The 
problem  is  that  afterwords  people  may  think  that  is  who  I  am. 
Susan  When,  of  course,  it’s  really  not. 

Joan  Well,  there’s  more  to  me,  let’s  put  it  that  way.  I'm  a 
flirt, ...  but  that’s  just  part  of  the  act.  I  don’t  really  mean  to  in¬ 
vite  the  audience  home  with  me.  People  ask  us  if  people  try  to 
pick  us  up.  In  this  band  that  has  not  happened  to  me,  but  that 
is  part  of  being  a  performer.  People  objectify  performers. 
That’s  part  of  the  deal.  We  all  probably  deal  with  it  in  our  own 
ways,  which  doesn’t  often  include  taking  the  person  home 
with  you. 

‘Women’s  Music” 

How  do  you  feel  about  women’s  music?  What  is 
women’s  music,  who  is  it  trying  to  reach,  where  is  it 
going? 

Bonnie  It’s  a  funny  term  because  women  have  been  making 
music  for  centuries  and  so  all  of  a  sudden  in  1972  ten  white 
women  decide  they  are  are  going  to  coin  this  term  “women’s 
music.”  That’s  part  of  the  truth  of  its  history,  and  that  part  of 
it  is  a  little  screwy  to  me.  But  I  also  feel  that  there  is  a  reality 
of  this  music  that  developed  out  of  the  women’s  movement 
that  is  a  different  kind  of  music  than  the  music  that  women 
have  been  making  in  male-identified  contexts.  What  makes  it 
different  to  me,  and  what  that  term  means  to  me,  is  not  only 
that  women  musicians  are  performing  and  writing  but  they 
are  controlling  the  means  of  production  of  that  music,  they 
are  controlling  how  it  gets  distributed,  how  it  gets  marketed, 
how  it  gets  produced,  and  being  pretty  powerful  in  saying 
how  it’s  used.  It  is  different  from  music  getting  produced  out¬ 
side  of  that  because  of  who’s  doing  it  and  I  think  it  reflects  all 
the  problems  that  the  women’s  movement  has.  It  is  very 
white  dominated,  it  reflects  a  lot  of  European  culture  more 
than  I  would  hope  the  women’s  movement  will.  I  would  hope 
it  would  become  a  more  multi-cultural  thing.  But  with  all 
those  faults  I  would  have  to  say  it  has  nurtured  me.  a  lot. 
Without  that  movement  I  would  still  probably  be  taking  drugs 
and  watching  T.V.,  and  fantasizing  about  being  a  musician.  It 
certainly  empowered  me  a  lot. 

Joan  I  was  just  trying  to  figure  out  if  women’s  music  was  all 
lesbians? 

Susan  I  don’t  think  it  is  exclusively.  I  think  Holly  Near  was 
seen  as  part  of  women's  music  when  she  was  still  straight, 
and  there  are  other  groups  as  well. 

Bonnie  I  think  it  has  to  be  comfortable  with  lesbians 
because  the  heart  of  it  has  so  much  been  done  by  lesbians 
and  it  is  so  important  to  lesbians.  But  it  is  more  that  it  is  sup¬ 
portive  of  lesbianism  than  that  every  single  person  involved 
in  it  has  to  have  come  out. 


Swingshift  (I  to  r:  Bonnie  Lockhart,  Naomi  Shapiro,  Susan  Colson  and  Joan  Lefkowitz) 
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Poetry  Without  Pretension 


By  Rudy  Kikel 

The  1980  Pulitzer  Prize  for 
Poetry  has  been  awarded  to  James 
Schuyler  for  The  Morning  of  the 
Poem,  published  last  year  with 
Farrar,  Straus  and  Giroux,  and 
consisting  of  some  two  dozen 
short  pieces  and  the  long,  virtuoso 
autobiographical  title  poem.  Until 
now  the  works  of  Schuyler,  for  a 
long  time  associated  with  the  so- 
called  “New  York  School”  of 
poets,  has  eluded  the  acknowl¬ 
edgement  that  has  come  the  way 
of  other  of  its  members,  notably 
Frank  O’Hara  and  John  Ashbery. 
So  the  prize  represents  a  belated 
recognition.  It  may  also  constitute 
something  of  a  triumph  for  gay 
liberation.  The  Morning  of  the 
Poem  is  Schuyler’s  most  homo- 
sexually  explicit  book,  one  which, 
if  it  were  a  Film,  Dennis  Donoghue 
said  in  the  New  York  Review  of 
Books  “would  get  a  PG  rating 
and  might  be  entered  for  the  Gay 
Film  Festival.”  In  fact,  it  may  be 
the  most  “gay”  book  ever  to  have 
won  that  prestigious  prize  —  re¬ 
plete,  as  it  is,  as  Donoghue  went 
on  to  say,  in  “themes  I  have  some 
difficulty  in  not  regarding  as  dis¬ 
graceful.” 

Schuyler  was  born  on 
November  9,  1923,  in  Chicago, 
but  was  reared  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  East  Aurora,  New 
York— the  “site”  too  of  The 
Morning  of  the  Poem.  He 
attended  Bethany  College  in  West 
Virginia,  served  in  the  Navy 
during  World  War  II,  worked  for 
The  Voice  of  America,  and  spent 
a  number  of  years  in  Italy. 
Returning  from  abroad,  he  met 
Ashbery  and  O’Hara  and  wrote, 
as  they  did,  for  Art  News.  A 
libretto  appeared  under  his  name, 
then  in  1958  a  novel,  Alfred  and 
Guinevere.  He  published  his  first 
book  of  poems  in  1960,  Salute, 
distributed  in  a  limited  edition. 
Three  considerable  collections  of 
poetry  followed:  Freely 
Espousing  (1969),  The  Crystal 
Lithiunf(\912),  and  Hymn  of 
Life  (1974),  the  last  two  from 
Random  House.  Coauthored  with 
Ashbery,  the  novel  A  Nest  of 
Ninnies,  which  has  proved  to  have 
something  of  a  cult  following 
among  literati,  appeared  in  1969. 
More  recently,  Schuyler  published 


another  novel.  What’s  for 
Dinner ? 

Many  of  the  younger  members 
of  the  “New  York  School”  — 
most  notably,  Joe  Brainard, 
Michael  Lally,  Ron  Padgett,  Tim 
Dlugos,  and  Brad  Gooch,  who  has 
written  about  him  in  Christopher 
Street  —  would  I  think  credit 
Schuyler  with  influencing  their 
work.  Moreover,  Robert  Pinsky, 
twice  a  Princeton  Prize  poet,  has 
commented  recently  on  the 
influence  reading  Schuyler  has 
had  in  “loosening”  up  his  own 
poems.  And  Schuyler  has  had  his 
share  of  favorable  reviews,  from 
David  Kalstone  in  the  New  York 
Times  to  Edmund  White  in  the 
Village  Voice.  Still,  except  among 
poets  and  painters,  and  those 
largely  in  New  York  City,  his 
work  has  not  until  now  had  the 
critical  reception  it  has  deserved 
(or  the  readership),  as  White  will 
argue  in  a  forthcoming  essay  in 
Little  Caesar  magazine  —  an  essay 
rendered  somewhat  irrelevant 
(White,  I’m  sure,  is  happy  to  say 
—  and  I  am)  in  the  light  of  present 
events. 

Partly,  Schuyler’s  failure  to 
secure  wide  approval  may  have 
been  due  to  the  singular  nature  of 
his  work  —  its  understated  qual¬ 
ity.  The  poems  are  strikingly 
lacking  in  pretension  —  perhaps 
most  of  all  in  the  pretension  of 
their  being  poems  at  all,  or  at  least 
like  any  poems  Schuyler  knows  his 
reading  public  is  accustomed  to.  I 
might  even  have  said  he  writes  an 
anti-  or' an  “open”  poetry  — 
would  I  not  in  so  saying  expose 
myself  to  the  poet’s  contempt: 

“Your  poems,” 
a  clunkhead  said,  “have  grown 
more  open.”  I  don’t  want  to  be 
open, 

merely  to  say,  to  see  and  say, 
things 
as  they  are. 

“Things  as  they  are”?  Easier  to 
say  what  a  poetry  devoted  to 
“things  as  they  are”  is  not  than 
what  it  is!  It  is  not  a  poetry  of 
surface  glamor  and  elaborate  ma¬ 
chinery  (James  Merrill),  of  erudi¬ 
tion  (Richard  Howard),  of  sur¬ 
prising  juxtaposition  of  vocab¬ 
ularies  (Ashbery),  or  of  political 
rage  (Adrienne  Rich).  (“I/have 
yet  to  learn/to  speak  my  rage,” 


Schuyler  says  in  the  volume  at 
hand.)  Indeed,  to  define  this 
poetry  by  negation  is  not 
inappropriate  since  it  seems  to  be 


by  what  he  wants  to  avoid  that 
Schuyler  has  plotted  his  course. 
The  most  frequently  quoted  defi¬ 
nition  of  his  aims  (by  critics)  is 


one  in  which  negation  is  impli¬ 
cated:  “All  things  are  real/no  one 
a  symbol.”  In  The  Morning  of  the 
Poem,  then,  the  Symbolist  tradi¬ 
tion  comes  in  for  its  share  of 
bruises  (“boring  Ensor  and 
pseudo-symbolism  of/something 
meaning  something/  that  doesn’t 
mean  a  thing  at  all”)  as  does 
affected  —  that  is,  conventional 
romantic  —  language  of  any  sort, 
even  the  poet’s  own: 

To  be  encubed  in  flaming 
.  splendor, 

one  foot  on  a  Chinese  rug,  while 

the  mad  emotive  music 

tears  at  my  heart.  Rip  it  open: 

I  want  to  cleanse  it  in  an  icy 
wind. 

And  what  kind  of  tripe  is  that? 

All  pomposity  is  suspect,  all  “high 
seriousness,”  all  morbidity  —  sus¬ 
pect,  one  suspects,  because  those 
are  the  romantic  poles  which  set 
Schuyler  himself  vibrating.  It  is 
his  own  “high  seriousness”  Schuy¬ 
ler  takes  aim  at,  like  Byron,  by 
means  of  the  Stimmungsbrech- 
ung,  the  “break”  in  tone.  If 
Schuyler  says  at  one  point  in  these 
poems,  “I  think  I’ll  can/  it  with 
this  love/  Stuff  for  a  while,”  it  is 
only  because  a  few  pages  earlier  he 
has  rhapsodized:  “Love,  love/Is 
immortal.  Whippoorwill  [his  dog, 
deceased].  I  know  that.”  Schuyler 
can  be  derisive  on  the  scholastic 
“proofs”  for  God’s  existence: 
“There’s  this  watch,  see, 
and  where  there’s  a  watch — ” 

Yawn.  I  have  a  scab: 
this  proves  there  is  a  devil 
clad  in  bright  red 
long  johns.  In  our  more 
intimate  moments  I 
call  him  “Sweetie  Pie.” 

But  he  is  not  beyond  concluding  a 
poem  with  his  “profound- 
est/prayer  that  God  will  grant/me 
grace  and  I  will  die/  a  Catholic, 
secure  in  his/all-forgiving  love.” 

If  in  The  Morning  of  the  Poem, 
Schuyler  is  determinedly  cheer¬ 
ful— 

You  came  to 
my  room  and 
said,  “Isn’t 

the  world  terrible?”  “My 
dear...”  I 
said.  It  could  be 
worse.  So  beautiful  and 
things  keep  getting 
in  between. 

—  it  is  because  he  refuses  to  be 
Continued  on  Page  13 


Theater - - 

A  Place  Where  Dreams  Are  Born 


Peter  Pan 

With  Sandy  Duncan,  Christopher 
Hewett,  Marsh  Kramer,  Matt 
McGrath,  Johnny  Morgal  and 
Robin  Cleaver 

Play  written  by  Sir  James  M. 
Barrie 

Lyrics  by  Carolyn  Leigh 
Music  by  Moose  Charlap 
Directed  and  Choreographed  by 
Rob  Iscove 

At  the  Metropolitan  Center, 
Boston,  until  May  17  and  then 
it  will  go  on  an  eight  city  tour. 

By  Maida  Tilchen 
I  must  have  been  thinking 
lovely  thoughts,  because  I  flew  off 
to  Never  Never  Land,  getting  to 
see  the  revival  of  Peter  Pan  that 
has  played  on  Broadway  for  two 
years  and  played  on  television  for 
what  was  always  my  favorite  night 
of  the  year. 

I  bet  you  all  expect  me  to  talk 
about  the  sexism,  ageism,  racism 
and  offensiveness  to  disabled 
people  in  this  show.  How  can  they 
make  a  value  of  boys  who  won’t 
grow  up!!  Of  Indians  who  speak 
pidgin  English!!!  and  of  a  man 
whose  hand  was  eaten  by  a  cro¬ 
codile!!!!  At  least,  they  are  very 
kind  to  fairies.  In  fact,  as  GCN’s 
ever-witty  features  editor  Warren 
Blumenfeld  pointed  out,  the  au¬ 
dience  must  not  have  been  from 


the  Moral  Majority,  because  they 
all  believed  in  fairies,  and 
applauded  vigorously  to  revive 
Tinker  Bell. 

The  wonderful  thing  .  about 
Peter  Pan  is  that  it  somehow 
manages  to  stereotype  categories 
of  people,  but  also  to  make  those 
stereotypes  into  praiseworthy 
properties.  For  example,  the 
Indians  mostly  just  dance  and 
beat  drums,  but  they  are  brave, 
loyal,  and  friendly.  Wendy  is 
forced  into  being  “the  mother,” 
domesticating  the  Lost  Boys 
(yuck!)  but  the  Boys  and  the 
Pirates  all  consider  mothers  to  be 
valuable  and  unique.  Captain 
Hook  flaunts  his  disability 
proudly  and  never  lets  it  interfere 
with  his  job.  And,  I  strongly  sus¬ 
pect  that  never  growing  up  has  a 
lot  more  to  do  with  a  refusal  to 
“shoulder  burdens  with  a  worried 
air”  than  physical  aging.  Only  the 
pirates  come  off  badly,  and  even 
they  strike  a  blow  for  worker’s 
liberation  when  they  mutiny  and 
send  Hook  off  the  plank. 

Well,  that’s  all  the  heavy  po¬ 
litical  analysis  you’re  going  to  get. 
I  loved  every  instant  of  Peter  Pan, 
every  costume,  every  song,  every 
special  effect,  every  little  dancing 
tree.  I  hadn’t  expected  to  like 
Sandy  Duncan  much,  but  I  did. 


She’s  a  wonderful,  lithe  dancer,  a 
very  believable  and  charming 
Peter  Pan,  and  if  she  can’t  sing  as 
well  as  Mary  Martin,  no  one  else 
can  or  ever  will  either.  I  also 
enjoyed  Robin  Cleaver  as  a 
beautifully-muscled  Tiger  Lily. 
Laser  Media,  Inc.,  provided  the 
high  technology  Tinker  Bell  for 
this  production. 

The  scenery  was  outstanding 
and  fanciful.  Never  Never  Land 
looked  like  those  jungle-y  forests 
of  the  American  northwest,  plus  a 
few  palm  trees.  There  were  many 
surprising  special  effects  which 
totally  delighted  the  audience. 
Although  we  apparent  grown-ups 
may  feel  too  jaded  to  be  impressed 
by  a  grown  woman  in  leotards 
swinging  from  a  rope  and  pretend¬ 
ing  to  fly,  in  fact  it  was  a  pretty 
and  enthralling  sight.  Perhaps  the 
Cambridge  Center  for  Adult 
Education  will  add  flying  lessons 
to  their  summer  catalog. 

Sometimes  I  suspect  there  were 
two  kinds  of  Americans  who  grew 
up  in  the  Age  of  Television.  One 
kind  identifies  with  that  twerpy 
little  Dorothy,  her  journey  to  Ozf| 
and  banal  return  to  Kansas.  The 
rest  of  us  are  Lost  Boys  whose  idol 
is  a  free-spirited,  athletic  woman 
dressed  in  boy’s  clothes  who 
Continued  on  Page  13 


Christopher  Hewett  as  Captain  Hook  and  Sandy  Duncan  as  Peter  Pan 
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,  THE  BOSTON  BALLET 

'  E  Virginia  Williams  and  Violcttc  Vcrdy,  Artistic  Directors 

PRESENTS 

AN  EXTRAORDINARY 
EVENING  OF  DANCE! 

3  New 
Works! 
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She  developed  her  walk. 


3 

Outstanding 

International 

Choreographers 


By  Sharon  McDonald 

I  couldn’t  control  it;  when  she 
walked  into  the  room  my  hair 
stood  on  end.  I  didn’t  like  this 
woman. 

After  an  introductory  phone 
call  to  our  lesbian  writers’  group, 
Sheila  wafted  into  the  meeting, 
the  lesbian  equivalent  of  a  drag 
queen,  all  bra  straps  and  finger¬ 
nails.  She  looked  each  of  us  over, 
too  slowly  for  polite  company, 
languid  brown  eyes  lingering 
boldly  on  a  breast  here,  a  thigh 
there.  She  settled  in  and  started 
dropping  suggestive  jokes  into  our 
earnest  arguments  about  feminist 
fine  points,  and  sending  Mae  West 
come-hither  looks  to  my  lover.  I 
wanted  her  out. 

Then  she  read  her  work.  It  was 
superb.  She  stayed. 

Sheila  was  exactly  the  kind  of 
woman  I  had  always  disliked  and 
blithely  dismissed.  She  governed 
her  life  with  the  philosophy  that  if 
you’re  not  having  a  good  time 
what  you’re  doing  must  be  bad  for 
you,  and  you  must  stop  it  imme¬ 
diately.  She  had  trouble  holding 
jobs,  and  monogamy  was  out  of 
the  question. 

I  operated  on  the  timeworn 
Catholic-inspired  philosophy  that 
if  you  are  having  a  good  time  what 
you’re  doing  must  be  bad  for  the 
world,  which  is  far  more  im¬ 
portant  than  your  personal  hap¬ 
piness,  and  you  must  stop  it  im¬ 
mediately.  I  stayed  in  jobs  years 
too  long,  and  was  obssessively 
monogamous. 

Politically,  Sheila  not  only 
hadn’t  paid  her  dues,  she  never 
even  acknowledged  a  debt.  To  the 
extent  that  feminism  made  her  life 
easier,  happier,  and  more  enjoy¬ 
able,  she  embraced  it.  Period.  She 
trod  regularly  on  the  boots  of 
party  line  feminist  lesbians  with 
transgressions  like  openly: 

— preferring  black  lace  to 
flannel 

— reading  pornography 

— wearing  skirts 


Sheila 


— sleeping  with  men 
— questioning  the  concept  of 
‘transgressions’  in  a  movement 
that  was  supposed  to  expand 
personal  options. 

Between  us,  it  was  a  hopeless 
clash  of  style  and  politics.  She 
picked  her  buttons  to  match  her 
t-shirt  to  match  my  buttons.  She 
was  Last  Tango  in  Paris  and  I  was 
Lassie  Come  Home-,  she  was 
garter  belts  and  I  was  sensible 
shoes. 

Sheila  had  no  use  for  any 
politics,  feminist  or  otherwise, 
that  contradicted  her  body  or  her 
heart.  She  insisted  on  what  I 
called  irresponsible  luxury  and  she 
called  inalienable  right:  a  tol¬ 
erance  for  diversity  in  other 
people.  Her  generosity  extended 
across  political  lines  and  more 
impressively,  across  the  table  to 
where  I  sat,  notably  lacking  the 
same  tolerance  for  her. 

I  could  accept  Sheila’s  world 
view  in  the  abstract,  but  the 
specific  was  something  else  again. 
It  was  her  good  humored  sexuality 
that  got  to  me  most;  Sheila  would 
flirt  with  an  ashtray  if  it  gave  a 
flicker  of  response.  And  I,  who 
had  spent  the  better  part  of  ten 
years  exhorting  women  to  greater 
sexual  freedom  and  expression, 
was  outraged. 

Unwelcome  questions  collided 
in  my  brain.  Where  was  her  guilt? 
Why  did  it  bother  me  that  she 
didn’t  have  any?  What  did  this  say 


Performance  Dates: 

May  21,22,23  at  8pm  May  23,24  at  2pm 


about  what  I’d  been  calling  femi¬ 
nism,  and  worse,  what  did  it  say 
about  me?  And  couldn’t  I  avoid 
these  questions  altogether  by 
simply  taking  a  personal  dislike  to 
Sheila?  But  even  as  I  adopted  this 
strategy,  I  could  feel  my  slogans 
crumpling  inside  me,  my  speeches 
withering  in  my  throat,  flat  before 
they  reached  my  mouth.  Sheila 
made  me  feel  the  discrepancy 
between  my  goal  of  freedom  for 
women  and  my  horror  at  meeting 
one  who  was  already  free.  I  was 
not  remotely  appreciative  for  this 
enlightenment.  I  viewed  it,  and 
her,  with  marked  distaste. 

The  fact  that  Sheila  never 
returned  my  hostility  did  nothing 
to  endear  her  to  me.  Neither  did 
her  superlative  writing,  which  was 
close  enough  in  style  to  my  own  to 
call  up  demons  of  competition 
that  I  had  prided  myself  on  root¬ 
ing  out  years  before.  There  was  no 
end  to  the  ugly  surprises  Sheila 
unwitting  evoked  for  me. 

While  she  broke  every  rule  of 
approved  feminist  behavior  know 
to  Woman,  Sheila  was  far  from 
cavalier  about  the  crux  of  it  all: 
she  loved  women  in  general  and 
Continued  on  Page  12 


Ticket  Prices: 

$17,14,11,8,5,4  (  Special  Loge  seats  $30 
includes  tax- deductible  contribution) 


ORDER  NOW! 


In  Person: 

At  the  Metropolitan  Center 
268  Tremont  St. 

Mon-Sat  10-6 
Sun  12-6 
Cash  Sales  Only 


All  Sales  Final 


By  Phone: 

Mon-Fri  10-4 

542-3945  M 

By  Mail:Y 


Name 


Address 


Day  Phone 


City  State 

Ticket  Prices:  $  1 7, 14, 1 1,8,5, 4 
Special  Loge  Seats:  $30  includes  tax-deductible  donation 
Please  check  f~1  Thu.Eve.  OFri.Eve.  OSat.Mat. 

i  1  Sat. Eve.  1  1  Sun  .Mat. 

I  have  enclosed  payment  for _ tickets  at  $ - for  a  total  of  $  _ 

*[~)  I  have  enclosed  a  tax -deductible  contribution  $ _ 

Total  Amount  Enclosed  $ - 

Please  charge  my  order  to: 


Zip 


Number 


Exp.  Date 


Number 


Exp.  Date 


Make  checks  payable  to  Boston  Ballet  Company.  Mail  with  this  order  form  to  Boston  Ballet 
Ticket  Office,  553  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA02116  (Tel.6 17-542-3945  Mon  to  Fri  10-4). 
Please  enclose  a  self  addressed,  stamped  envelope.  All  sales  final 

'Please  add  a  few  dollars  to  keep  us  dancing. 


in  memory  of 

Mel  Horne 


from  bis  co-workers  at  B.U. 


A  CONCERT 

In  celebration  of  the 

7th  National  Conference  on  Men  &  Masculinity 

THURSDAY  MAY  7th  7:30  PM 
COME  AND  HEAR 

Willie  Sordill  —  George  Fulginiti  —  Shakar 
Pat  Oulette  —  Kittie  Tolies  —  F red  Small 
AT  REDBOOK 

13  RIVER  ST.  CAMBRIDGE,  MASS. 

$3  Donation 


By  the  beautiful  sea 


OjzerungjvD'  tUx.  rej  Sr  sens  an  AlaV  r$t~  Grand  O  jrening  S  aturday,  /May  xGth* 
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Art 


Exposing  Her  Hearts 


Herart 

An  exhibition  of  works  in  various 
media  by  Colleen  Sterling,  at  the 
Mills  Gallery/Boston  Center  for 
the  Arts,  549  Tremontst.,  Boston. 
Through  May  5. 

By  Rob  Schmieder 

Colleen  Sterling  makes  hearts 
out  of  glass,  slate,  and  clay;  she 
paints  them  in  oil  and  watercolor, 
draws  them  on  jigsaw  puzzles  and 
places  them  in  shadow-boxes.  She 
fills  her  hearts  with  fetuses, 
vaginas,  tree  branches,  embracing 
couples. 

Less  than  a  year  ago,  Colleen 
Sterling  was  C.T.  McKee.  The 
name  change  was  a  loudly  pro¬ 
claimed  creative  and  philosophical 
decision,  made  around  the  time  of 
Sterling’s  involvement  in  the 
Boston  Great  American  Lesbian 
Art  Show.  By  naming  herself, 
Sterling  had  begun  her  coming  out 
as  a  woman/lesbian  artist. 

Thus,  this  is  an  exhibition  of  an 
emerging  lesbian  artist  obsessed 
with  hearts.  In  case  we  don’t  get 
the  point,  the  title  “Herart”  is  an 
amalgam  of  the  words  “heart” 
and  “her  art.” 

As  a  lesbian  artist,  Sterling  is 
concerned  with  the  connections 


between  emotions  and  realities. 
She  draws  connections  between  an 
idealized  world  based  on  love  and 
freedom  to  feel  and  experience 
(“Colleen’s  Peace,”  “In  Her 
Heart  of  Hearts”),  and  a  real 
world  of  often  overwhelming 
cruelty  (“Heart  Board  —  Object 
D’Art”  —  a  dart  board  with  a 
heart  in  the  center  pierced  by 
darts;  “Forced  Birth”  —  a 
charcoal  drawing  of  a  skeletal 
woman  extracting  a  heart  from  her 
womb).  The  same  heart  appearing 
throughout  these  works  is 
subjected  to  a  wide  range  of 
treatments,  from  tenderness  to 
destruction.  This  unifying  element 
allows  one  to  deduce  a  single 
statement  from  the  technically 
very  diverse  works,  in  which  the 
heart  is  always  exposed  and  always 
seeking  respite  from  its  torments. 

I  found  myself  reacting  with 
confusion  tothetechnicalaspects  of 
the  exhibition.  The  range  of  tech¬ 
niques  employed  by  Sterling  is 
impressive,  but  at  the  same  time 
confusing.  When  an  artist  lays  her 
expertise  on  the  line  in  so  many 
media  at  once,  the  qualities  of  the 
various  media  and  her  varying 
levels  of  accomplishment  distract 


from  the  content  of  the  works. 
While  Sterling’s  work  in  glass  — 
including  stained  glass,  glass 
painting,  smoked  glass,  Xerox 
transparencies  and  glass  assem¬ 
blage  —  is  remarkably  fluent  and 
sensitive,  her  painting  tends  to  be 
stiff  and  forced,  and  her  shadow- 
boxes  sometimes  come  out  looking 
like  second-rate  Joseph  Cornell 
imitations.  Since  Sterling’s 
voracious  approach  to  diverse 
media  is  so  clearly  a  point  of  the 
exhibition,  it  is  impossible  not  to 
notice  these  variations  in  the  ease 
with  which  Sterling  renders  her 
hearts. 

Nonetheless,  I  retain  some  very 
strong  images  from  Herart :  a  glass 
heart  erupting  with  a  vagina  den- 
tata ;  a  painted  assemblage  that 
links  a  heart,  a  pair  of  surgical 
scissors,  and  what  is  clearly  an 
important  letter  from  a  friend; 
hearts  carved  in  bas-relief  on 
stone,  looking  like  fossilized 
remains. 

Sterling’s  vision  is  focussed,  and 
is  recognizable  from  its  ante¬ 
cedents  in  sentimental  and 
mystical  art.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  follow  her  as  she  continues  to 
explore  her  heart/art. 


Open  Heart”  by  Colleen  Sterling 


Sheila 

Continued  from  Page  11 
several  women  in  particular  with  a 
force  and  tenderness  that  can  only 
be  described  as  lesbian.  She 
wouldn’t  pass  out  leaflets,  but  she 
would  drop  what  she  was  doing  to 
talk  a  woman  through  a  crisis.  She 
got  her  heart  stomped  on  regularly 
by  women  who  found  her  person¬ 
al  style  seductive  but  her  politics 
inadequate,  if  not  a  downright 
embarrassment. 

At  first  it  was  galling,  then 
fascinating:  this  ardently 


apolitical  lesbian  widened, 
broadened,  and  deepened  my 
understanding  of  the  women’s 
movement  more  than  any  activist. 
Too  inherently  feminist  for  the 
world  at  large,  and  not  technically 
feminist  enough  for  the  lesbian 
movement,  she  was  actually  an 
articulation  of  many  of  our  hopes, 
whether  we  were  ready  for  them 
or  not.  Sheila  wafted  out  of  my 
life  much  like  she  wafted  in,  arch 
and  unapologetic,  a  string  of  wo¬ 
men  quivering  in  outrage  in  her 
wake. 


PLEASE  TIP  YOUR 

WAITRESS  a  new 

album  on 
Folkways  Records 

by  Willie  Sordill 
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It  is  playful,  political,  musical  and  a 
significant  work.  Feminists,  whether 
female  or  male,  lesbian,  gay,  straight,  or 
bi -sexual  will  be  very  pleased  with  this 
jm. 

Gay  Community  News 
...  An  impressive  solo  example  of  the 
much  needed  music  of  changing  men. 

- 

Willie  is. .  .reminiscent  of  the  young 


harnessed  their . 
abilities  to  t 

To  Order  Willie  Sordill 
send  *7.00  to:  20  Highland  Ave 


The  Real  Paper 


Also  available  at  I 
bookstores  everywhere 


1  . 


YOUR  TIME  IS  VALUABLE. 

the  magic  spatula 

will  send  you  a  collection  of 

EASY,  FAST,  ECONOMICAL 
RECIPES 

that  will  please  family  or  guests. 

Order  now  and  receive  our  special 
“Party  Magic”  bonus! 

Just  send  $2.95,  check  or  money  order  to: 

The  Magic  Spatula,  Box  117,  Cohasset,  Ma.  02025 


Name 


Address 

City _ 

COUPON 


State. 


Zip. 


GCN-1 


rDance 


Susan  Fleischmann 

Three  members  of  the  Joani  Henry  &  Dancers  company  performing  on  April  17  at  New  England  Life 
Hall  as  part  of  Another  Evening  of  Dance  by  Women:  A  Celebration  Of  Our  Strength  produced  by 
Brava  Zar  Productions. 


7th  National  Conference  on  Men  &  Masculinity 

TUFTS  UNIVERSITY 
JUNE  12  -  16th 


H  Workshops  on  Politics,  Culture,  Relationships, 

Feminism,  Homophobia,  Work,  Violence  &  Feelings 
1  Have  fun  playing,  telling  jokes,  listening  to  good  music 
1  Help  build  the  men’s  movement  into  a  vital  force  for 
political  &  personal  change 
1  All  men  &  women  invited  —  child  care  available 

PO  BOX  338  WEST  SOMERVILLE,  MASS.  02144  617-247-1008 


herart 


a  one  woman  exhibition  by 


Mills  Gallery 
Boston  Center  for 
549  Tremont  St. 
South  End 

426-7700 


Colleen  Sterling 

the  Arts 

Opening  April  18 
3  pm  -  6  pm 


Show  will  run  through  May  5 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn - - 

Remembering  Mel 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Spring  is  the  season  of  rebirth, 
resurrection,  reassertion.  It  is  the 
time  to  make  new  commitments 
and  reassess  old  ones.  Seldom  is  it 
a  time  to  grieve,  but  this  spring, 
for  our  community  in  Boston,  it  is, 
indeed,  a  time  of  sorrow  and  dis¬ 
may.  In  the  early  hours  of  Thurs¬ 
day,  April  9,  Mel  Horne  was 
stabbed  to  death  after  being  mug¬ 
ged  on  his  way  home  from  a  bar. 

Often  we  hear  or  read  about 
murder.  It  is  peripheral  to  our  own 
lives  so  we  “cluck  cluck”  and  go 
about  our  business.  We  are  made 
aware  of  the  brutal  slaying  of  a  gay 
individual  and  it  strikes  a  little 
closer  to  home,  but  we  still  go  on 
as  if  nothing  of  tremendous  im¬ 
port  had  occurred.  And  then, 
suddenly,  we  get  a  phone  call  at 
work  from  a  friend  who  asks,  with 
a  certain  tightness  in  his  voice, 
“Have  you  been  listening  to  the 
radio?”,  and  when  we  answer  in 
the  negative  he  informs  us  that  Mel 
was  killed. 

That  bit  of  information  stuns, 
makes  us  catch  our, breath,  and  im¬ 
mediately  respond  that  we  do  not 
believe  it,  no,  it  is  impossible.  Such 
things  really  don’t  happen.  Not  to 
people  we  know....  Well,  they  do 
happen.  They  happen  to  people  we 
know.  They  happen  to  us.  Though 
we  reject  the  news  because  it  is 
simply  too  horrible  to  digest  this 
morsel  of  ugly  truth,  we  must 
grapple  with  the  chilling  fact. 

Poetry 


Mel  had  worked  for  several 
years  at  GCN  as  Promotions 
Manager,  “Promo  Homo,”  as  he 
jokingly  called  himself.  After  he 
left  GCN  I  saw  very  little  of  him, 
and  he  did  not  enter  my  consci¬ 
ousness  again  until  the  news  of  his 
violent  death  reached  me. 

My  immediate  impulse  was  to 
do  something,  anything  to  protect 
our  people  from  the  kind  of 
mindless  viciousness  that  prowls 
the  streets  at  night.  But  how  to 
protect,  by  what  means,  with  what 
money?  Where  do  we  begin  such  a 
mammoth  endeavor? 

It  so  happend  that  Mel  was 
killed  just  prior  to  a  weekend 
during  which  there  were  two  ben¬ 
efits  attempting  to  raise  money  to 
send  the  Massachusetts  delegates 
to  the  gay  conference  in  Los 
Angeles.  It  was  impossible  to 
avoid  discussing  Mel  at  these 
gatherings,  and  what  came  out  of 
the  conversations  was  our  intense 
concern  about  having  a  similar 
experience. 

Mel  had  lived  with  his  lover  for 
around  seven  years.  Obviously  the 
two  men  shared  a  serious  mutal 
commitment,  but  when  Mel  was 
struck  down,  his  mate  was  power¬ 
less  even  to  claim  Mel’s  body. 
Mel’s  survivor  was  denied  all  the 
rights,  duties  and  privileges  that 
give  non-gays  strength  and  a  sense 
of  on-going  under  the  crushing 
weight  of  the  loss  of  a  life-partner. 

During  the  benefits  for  the  Los 


Angeles  conference,  many  of  us 
who  live  in  couples  were  saying,  in 
low  voices  and  with  downcast 
eyes,  that  we  knew  we  should 
make  wills  leaving  whatever 
worldly  goods  we  had,  to  those  we 
loved,  and,  even  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  making  legal  certainty  of  all 
the  “final  plans”  we  had  privately 
discussed  with  our  loved  ones. 

Death  is  one  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  blows  life  deals  any  of  us. 
When  we  are  so  involved  with 
living  and  doing  and  triumphing 
over  near-impossible  odds,  the 
last  thing  we  want  to  contend  with 
is  the  thought  of  losing  our  best 
beloved,  but  it  is  necessary  to  face 
all  the  unpleasantness  in  advance  if 
we  are  not  to  lose  everything,  in¬ 
cluding  the  dignity  of  grief  that 
should  belong  to  the  surviving 
member  of  a  loving  union. 

If  we  live  with  a  lover,  we  should 
make  sure  that  we  have  mutual 
contracts  giving  us  the  right  to 
make  whatever  funeral  and  burial 
arrangements  we  have  agreed 
upon.  All  of  us  should  think  out 
what  we  want  done  with  ourselves 
and  write  legal  instruments  mak¬ 
ing  our  wishes  both  known  and 
binding.  We  should  also  arrange 
to  have  our  mates  invested  with 
whatever  legal  authority  is 
required  in  order  for  them  to  make 
medical  determinations  on  our 
behalf  if  we  should  be  unable  to  do 
50  for  ourselves.  Unimaginable 
anguish  comes  from  having  a 


medical  emergency  and  not  being 
able  to  act  for  one’s  lover  because 
he/she  has  living  relatives  who  are 
closer  in  law  than  we  are. 

Any  competent  lawyer  can  take 
the  necessary  legal  steps  to  protect 
us  along  these  basic  human  lines, 
placing  decisions  regarding  our 
health,  safety  and  final  disposition 
in  ours  and  our  lover’s  hands, 
rather  than  those  of  parents,  other 
relatives,  guardians  or  the  State. 
There  are  a  number  of  gay  lawyers 
who  advertise  as  such,  and  they 
would  certainly  be  able  to  deal 
with  these  delicate  matters  to  our 
satisfaction  without  the  embar¬ 
rassment  attendant  on  revealing 
our  most  pressing  gay  problems  to 
non-gay  professionals. 

At  the  Arlington  Street  Church 
in  Boston  on  Wednesday,  April 
15,  a  memorial  meeting  was  held  in 
honor  of  Mel  Horne.lt  was  not  a 
church  service  but  rather  a 
gathering  friends  and  members  of 
the  community  who  cared  and 
wanted  to  reach  out  to  Mel,  to  his 
bereaved  lover  and  to  one  another. 
After  a  man  read  a  passage  from 
Gertrude  Stein  (one  of  Mel’s 
favorite  authors),  Richard  Burns 
read  an  article  Mel  had  written  two 
years  ago  for  GCN  which  showed 
some  of  Mel’s  extraordinary  talent 
with  words  and  his  keen  insights 
into  the  gay  male  world.  Then 
several  members  of  the  assembled 
throng  rose  and  spoke  spontane¬ 
ously  of  their  feelings  for  Mel. 


The  loss  of  any  one  of  us  dimin¬ 
ishes  each  of  us  and  all  of  us. 
Those  who  attended  Mel’s  me¬ 
morial  participated  in  one  of  the 
age-old  rituals  that  rob  death  of 
some  of  its  sting  and  make  it 
possible  for  us  to  continue  living  as 
fully-human  beings.  We  publicly 
shared  our  grief,  our  love,  our 
physical  comforting.  We  held  each 
other,  we  hugged  each  other  and 
we  cried  together. 

In  the  past  we  would  have  licked 
our  wounds,  like  frightened  ani¬ 
mals,  in  the  dark.  No  doubt,  we 
would  have  met  privately  or  gone 
to  church  (if  such  is  our  incli¬ 
nation)  and  pretended  .  that  the 
service  was  for  us.  But  the  public 
aspect  of  memorial  services  by  and 
for  members  of  our  community  is 
absolutely  essential  to  our  mental 
and  spiritual  well-being. 

We  must  openly  and  publicly 
partake  of  the  rites  common  to  the 
human  family,  for  we  are  family, 
and  we  need  the  emotional  release 
provided  by  public  mourning  for 
our  loved  ones.  Such  appropriate 
expression  of  feeling  enables  us  to 
acknowledge  spring,  the  season  of 
nature’s  rebirth,  and  to  meet  the 
continued  challenges  of  life  head- 
on,  with  love  and  hope  in  our 
hearts,  even  if  there  are  tears  in  our 
eyes. 


Continued  from  Page  10 
swept  away  by  his  own  dark 
undertow  —  by  city  danger,  deser¬ 
tion,  disease,  suicide,  mental 
disorder,  and  death,  which  haunt 
these  chipper  poems  like  attendant 
shadows.  “Laugh  and/the  world 
laughs  with  you,”  he  reminds 
himself  in  one  of  them.  And  he 
seems  determined  to  laugh  off  one 
thing  and  another.  Love  is  one 
thing.  Like  the  Peter  Finch  char¬ 
acter  in  Sunday  Bloody  Sunday  by 
Penelope  Gilliatt,  he  asks  at  the 
break  up  of  on  affair:  “Was  it 
worth  it?”  And  he  answers  like 
him  too:  “On  the  whole,  I  think  it 
was.”  What  he  follows  that  with 
is  all  his  own,  though:  “toot-toot- 
/tootsie,  goodbye.”  All  his  own 
and  ours ,  when  we  discover  that 
our  best  course  is  to  let  bygones  be 
bygones.  A  bout  of  mental  illness 
is  another  thing  needing  blithe 
perception: 

Wigging  in,  wigging  out: 
when  I  stop  to  think 
the  wires  in  my  head 
cross:  kaboom.... 

Tell  you  all  of  it? 

I  can’t.  When  I  think 
of  that,  that  at 
only  fifty-one  I, 

Jim  the  Jerk  am 
still  alive  and  breathing 
deeply,  that  I  think 
is  a  miracle. 

Jim  the  Jerk  goes  kaboom  —  and 
“wham”  he’s  in  St.  Vincent’s 
again!  Seeing  ourselves  as  comic 
—  even  comic  book  —  characters 
seems  to  offer  some  proof  against 
unavoidable  disaster,  and,  sure 
enough,  Schuyler’s  still  here  — 
when  so  many  have  fallen  —  for 
another  morning,  another  poem. 
Or  as  he  says:  “Another  day,  an¬ 
other  dolor.” 

If  Frank  O’Hara  can  be  said  to 


have  written  “I  do  this  I  do  that” 
poems  —  and  he  said  it  himself  — 
it  may  be  we  shall  say  of  Schuyler 
that  he  writes  “I  lost  this  I  lost 
that”  poems.  Of  the  title  piece,  he 
realizes:  “this  poem  seems  mostly 
about  what  I’ve  lost/the  one  who 
mattered  most,  my  best  friend, 
Paul/(Who  mattered  least),  the  Is¬ 
land,  the  California  wild-flower 
paper, /the  this,  the  that,  Whip¬ 
poorwill,  buried  friends....”  Of 
course  his  poems  can  also  be 
called  “I  got  this  I  got  that” 
poems!  For  in  truth  The  Morning 
of  the  Poem  is  a  testament  to  what 
remains  behind  when  the  losses 
have  been  accounted  for:  it  seems 
a  veritable  compendium  of  the 
delights  of  thes  world:  architec¬ 
ture  (“I  love  architecture  more 
than  anything”),  art  (“Paintings 
are  such  a  pleasure”),  music,  a 
letter  from  a  friend,  the  Olympics 
on  TV,  ballet,  the  landscapes  of 
Maine,  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia  and  Nature  everywhere.  A 
sensitivity  to  the  evanescent  nat¬ 
ural  occurrenceis  as  much  a  Schuy¬ 
ler  trademark  as  is  his  chatty  tone: 
Last  evening  Mike  mowed  the 
lawn  again: 

in  the  silken  dawn  each  leaf  and 
blade  and 

Needle  bore  its  crystal  drop, 
diamonds  cut  into  pearl¬ 
shaped 

perfect  globes  (I  never  have 
seen  a  round 

Diamond:  why  not?  I’d  like  a  few 
to  rattle  in  my  pocket:  a 

change  from  rattling 
change),  and  silk 

Grew  worn,  and  strained  and 
frayed  away  and  sister  sun 
sipped 

the  droplets  up,  not  all  at  once, 
nor  one  at 

A  time,  a  steady  vanishing  into 
the  air,  sweetening,  freshen¬ 
ing. 


endewing  the  day. 

Homosexual  experience  — 
Schuyler  now  acknowledges  —  is 
also  one  of  life’s  compensations 
for  loss,  when  it  is  not  itself  the 
occasion  of  loss.  Freely  Espousing 
had  its  sex-neutral  poem  (“not  to 
be  in  love  with  you/I  can’t  re¬ 
member  what  it  was  like/it 
must’ve  been  lousy”),  its  amus¬ 
ingly  prim  reminder  (‘  ‘A  smile  in 
the  streets  may  be  loads!  you 
don’t  have  to  undress 
everybody”),  its  discreet 
codeword  for  the  in-crowd  (the 
month  of  March  is  “boisterous 
and  butch”).  Hymn  to  Life  was 
more  candid.  One  poem  within  it, 
“You’re,”  is  like  The  Morning  of 
the  Poem:  an  address  to  a 
distant  lover/  friend.  At  its  end, 
Schuyler  divulges  the  sex  of  his 
friend  by  permitting  himself  an 
address  to  a  third  party;  “Time, 
pass  more  quickly/for  me,  more 
slowly, /slower,  for  him.”  In  The 
Morning  of  the  Poem,  discretion 
is  not  abandoned: 

Still,  Last  night  I  did  wish- 
no,  that’s  my  business  and  I 
don’t  wish  it  now. 

But  Schuyler  no  longer  veils  from 
us  the  bodies  —  even  the  undres¬ 
sed  bodies  —  to  which  those 
“smiles  in  the  street”  his  eyes 
seem  attached  which  “may 
be  loads”:  “beefy  handsome¬ 
ness”  he  likes  to  “feast” 
upon,  the  moving  man  he  “want¬ 
ed  to  eat  up,”  the  “handsome 
muscular  man  in  just  a  towel” 
who  leans  out  of  a  window  in 
Chelsea  and  makes  the  poet’s 
heart  go  “pitta-pat,”  the  hunk  in 
the  supermarket  he  tries  to  “get  a 
front  view  of”  and  “see  how  he 
was/Hung  and  what  his  face  was 
like...”  It’s  all  finally  here: 
poppers,  masturbation,  “men  in 


nails  and  boots  and  leather”  (“a 
lot  of  it  of  course  is/just  for 
show... but  some  of  it  is,  how  you 
say, /for  real”),  love  affairs  with 
Bob,  Donald,  and  Paul,  Herpes 
simplex,  and  the  size  of  Edwin 
Den  by ’s  cock!  But  it’s  here  in 
addition  to  everything  else  —  not 
at  its  expense.  If  Dennis  Dono- 
ghue  is  wrong  about  one  thing  — 
homosexual  life  being  “disgrace¬ 
ful”  —  he  is  right  about  some¬ 
thing  else.  The  Morning  of  the 
Poem  deserves  a  PG,  not  an  X, 
rating.  Obsession  is  not 
Schuyler’s  forte.  It  goes  the  way 
of  pomposity.  He  is  a  poet  of  the 
middle  way.  Sex  needs  to  be  taken 
with  as  many  grains  of  salt,  he 
seems  to  say,  as  the  other  gravities 
of  our  common  and  private  life. 


CORRECTION 

The  National  Gay  Archives  is 
located  at  1654  No.  Hudson 
Avenue  in  Hollywood,  Califor¬ 
nia.  Write  to  the  National  Gay 
Archives,  Natalie  Barney/Ed¬ 
ward  Carpenter  Library,  Box 
38100,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90038. 


CORRECTION 

The  photograph  of  the  exterior 
of  the  National  Gay  Archives 
which  ran  in  Vol.  8,  No.  38  was 
taken  by  Pat  Rocco.  The  pic¬ 
ture  of  Mel  Horne  which  ran  on 
page  5  of  Vol.  8,  No  39  is  by 
Dede  Ketover. 


Peter  Pan 

Continued  from  Page  10 
joyfully  flies  away  with  another 
female.  I  completely  refuse  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  epilogue  of  the 
show,  in  which  we’re  supposed  to 
believe  that  Wendy  and  the  Lost 
Boys  choose  to  leave  Never  Never 
Land.  It  is  blatant  bourgeois 
propaganda.  I  prefer  to  stay  with 
the  lasting  image  of  harmony  and 
peace  in  that  enchanted  place. 
Pirates,  Indians,  crocodiles  and 
Peter  Pan  have  all  smoked  the 
peace  pipe,  and  no  one  is  having 
to  deal  with  growing  up,  which  is 
“awfuller  than  all  the  awful  things 
that  ever  were.” 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-434% 


Direct  from  New  York: 

‘Mr.  Footlong  Encounters”  x 

Joe  Gage’s 

“Handsome”  x 


Boston's  Best  Aft  Mote  Show! 


UJ 

GO 

cc 

o 

CO 

CO 

CO 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 
$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 
$25.00  regular 
$17.50  low  income 

□  25  weeks 
$12.50 

□  12  weeks 

$6.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED.  . 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name  _ 

Address  _ ' 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN?  _ _ _ _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 

Name  _ 

Account  Number  _ 


Expiration  Date  _ 

Signature _ 

AH  subscriptions  are  sent  in  seated,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


E 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
l(  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. _ 

JUST  FRIENDS 

Kittens,  born  and  raised  by  cats  with 
lesbian  tendencies,  are  seeking  new 
housemates  now.  Playful,  well-trained 
and  loving.  Call  (617)  628-7254.  (40) 

NYC  &  Mass  lesbians.  Find  new  friends 
confidentially.  Send  stamped  envel  to 
Sisters  of  Sappho  Referral  Service,  Box 
151-G,  Hudson,  MA  01749.  Lesbian 
owned/operated.  Caring. _ (41) 


PERSONALS 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Passover  was  filled  with  food  and 
delight 

Elijah  as  usual  kept  out  of  sight 
As  profits  were  surely  intended  to  do 
Be  sure  you  make  money  what  ever  you 
do 

So  termites  can  drown  in  a  sea  of  honey 
Purchased  with  tears  and  bundles  of 
money. 

Only  that  ain’t  so  funny.  Neither  is  not 
telling  the  truth  in  necessary 
quarters.  I  love  you  more  than  every- 
thing.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Suddenly  thought  of  coming  up  for 
Passover,  dinner  in  trunk,  but 
abandoned  that  as  probably  foolish. 
Hope  you  enjoyed  it. _ 

ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
Don’t  know  what  to  do  about  anything 
these  days.  Need  to  buy  a  house  or 
something,  but  after  your  experiences 
with  city  gov,  we  are  given  pause.  Lots 
of  pause,  no  money.  What  else  is  new? 

HEY  BIG  MAMA 

Sorry  about  the  fight  over  weight-loss 
clinic.  I  will  be  good.  Please  call  and  let 
me  make  it  up  to  you.  Love,  Cotton 
Bottom. _ (40) 

Blackberry  wine  and  windsong  under 
cover  of  darkness.  Will  you?  Again? 
Roger  sends  regards  from  Janey  and 
Pogo  too. _ (41) 

ST  JUDE  —  FOR  JACK 
O  Holy  St  Jude  Apostle  and  Martyr, 
great  in  virtue  and  rich  in  miracles,  near 
kinsman  of  Jesus  Christ,  faithful 
intercessor  of  all  who  invoke  your 
special  patronage  in  time  of  need,  to 
you  I  have  recourse  from  the  depth  of 
my  heart  and  humbly  beg  to  whom  God 
has  given  such  great  power  to  come  to 
my  assistance.  Help  me  in  my  present 
urgent  position,  in  return  I  promise  to 
make  your  name  known,  and  cause  you 
to  be  invoked.  Say  3  Our  Fathers,  3  Hail 
Marys,  and  3  Glorias.  Publication  must 
be  promised.  St.  Jude  pray  for  us  and  all 
who  invoke  your  aid.  Amen.  This  novena 
has  never  been  known  to  fail.  This 
novena  must  be  said  for  9  consecutive 
days. _ (40) 

Right  Time 
Right  Place 

Hank  Gingras _ (41) 

The  lunatic  fringe  sends  condolences 
to  dykes  and  faggots  in  Los  Angeles  on 
your  new  police  liaison.  Hang  in  there 
—  K.R.Colt. _ (40) 

Where  to  obtain  Video  tapes  for  the 
discerning  viewer,  send  $2.00  cash  & 
prepaid  envelope.  GCN  Box  408.  (45) 

Cambridge:  A-League  women’s  fast- 
pitch  softball  team  seeks  players, 
especially  a  pitcher.  Call  Ellen  ASAP 
723-2624  days. _ (c) 

LOUIS  —  TEDDY  BEARS 
I  was  very  touched  by  your  letter.  Don’t 
worry,  I  will  never  chastise  a  teddy  bear. 

I  love  them  too  much.  Keep  your  spirits 
upj  your  day  will  come.  Thank  you  so 
much  for  your  letter.  Unicorn. _ 

Moose:  This  rabbit  is  jumping  1000 
miles  away.  You  know  we  were  meant 
to  be  together.  I  want  you  to  come  with 
me.  Lets  do  another  1000  days  —  Your 
Jack  Rabbit. _  (40) 

BLACK-WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER, 
international  social/support  group. 
Chapters  most  major  cities.  Write: 
BWMT-XA,  279  Collingwood,  SF,  CA 
94114  or  (415)  431-0458,  24  hours. 
_ (38) 

TODD  OF  CHUCKTOWN 
Regret  not  getting  your  number.  If  you’d 
like  to  get  together  again,  write  me.  Tall 
Blue  Jay.  GCN  Box  404, _ (41) 

TRASHY  LESBIAN  PAPERBACKS 
and  lovely  novels— learn  about  them  at 
“Lesbians  in  Fiction"  slide/tape  show. 
Wed.,  May  6,  Oasis  Coffeehouse,  355 
Boylston  St.,  doors  open  7:30  to  8pm. 
Also,  play  “The  Lesbian  Wedding 
Game."  $3  for  both.  Women  only.  (41) 

ABSOLUTELY  FREE 
We  have  loads  of  copies  of  GCN  that 
we’d  like  to  give  away  at  Gay  Pride 
events  this  June.  Can  you  help  us  out 
by  dropping  them  off  in  your  city?  Write 
and  tell  us  how  many  you  would  like 
and  which  city(s)  you’ll  do  It  in.  Help 
GCN  get  new  subscribers  so  we  can 
keep  getting  the  paper  out  to  you,  too! 
Write  GCN  Promotions,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. _ (c) 

Relocating  to  N.  Cal/Nev  or  visiting? 
GWM  48,  6ft,  220  lbs  reas  attr  wants  to 
get  acquainted  share  beautiful  Lake 
Tahoe  home  same  age  group  or  young¬ 
er  non-smoker  pref.  Photo  apprec  perm 
relationship  poss.  GCN  Box  405.  (41) 
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FEATURES  EDITOR 
Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
Features  Editor.  Editing  and  writing 
skills  necessary  as  well  as  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  feminism  and  social  change. 
Responsible  for  regular  features  and 
monthly  book  supplements.  Low  salary, 
medical  benefits.  June  1  opening.  Ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy 
Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA,  02108.  (617)  426-4469. 

Intel  GF  20's  sks  sim  (20-40)  disapp 
w/bars.  Enjoy  medicine,  photog,  read¬ 
ing,  long  rides,  P’town,  boats.  If  u  take 
pride  in  self  write  GCN  Box  406.  (40) 

GAY  HARVARD  ALUM  GP  FORMING 
Send  stamped  addressed  envelope  to 
Rofes  c/o  GCN  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 
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JACK,  MY  JACK 

Naked  lips  don’t  sink  ships,  but  make 
some  impact  on  some  hips  . . .  What  do 
we  do  now??? 

T1  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number* 1 * 2 3 * 5 6 
‘in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 


SERVICES 


No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qual¬ 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night.  (25) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
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Account  No.  □  VISA 

Expiration  Date  □  MASTERCHARGE 

You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

(28) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


COMPUTERIZE  HOROSCOPES 
Learn  more  about  yourself  thru  astrol¬ 
ogy.  Get  your  own  personal  horoscope 
in  1500  words  or  more.  Send  your  date, 
time  &  location  of  birth  along  w/10.00 
+  1.00  postage  to  Solarscope,  PO  Box 
24148,  Cinti,  OH  45224. _ (41) 


TYPING 

FAST  (100  +  wpm)  AND  ACCURATE 
Pica,  Elite,  and  Italic 
typestyles  available 
UNBEATABLE  RATES! 

Call  Phil  (617)267-4574, 
evenings. 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
General  issues  group  focusing  on 
personal  needs  and  conflicts  has  3 
openings.  Call  Francis  Giambrone,  M.A. 
Of f  ice:  451  -1 398  or  661  -4070. _ (42) 

MASTERCARD/VISA 
Wd  you  like  a  MASTERCARD  or  Visa? 

You  may  obtain  one  regardless  of 
your  previous  credit  history. 

For  information  send  $20  to 
Houston  Credit  Counselors 
1713  Westheimer,  Houston,  TX  77098 
Money  back  guarantee  (46) 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


Housekeeping  services  done  by 
experienced  efficient  cleaner. 
Excellent  references  available.  Call  Bob 
(617)  427-3829. _ (41) 

Precision  haircuts  by  Skipper. 
Reasonable  rates,  also  perms,  hennas, 
etc.  I  make  house  calls  in  New  York 
(212)  499-5875. _ (42) 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

List  of  gay  radio/cable  TV  shows  in  US, 
Canada.  $1,  John  Zeh,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219.  (c) 

WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 

For  woman,  thalr  friends,  and  tamlllas. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  M A , 


ROOMMATES 

Prof  GM  looking  for  same  to  share 
homey  So  End  apt.  Please  be 
responsible,  caring,  considerate, 
independent.  Lg  apt,  own  room,  225/mo 
426-3680. _ (40) 

2  LF  seeking  3rd  LF  to  share  3  bdrm 
duplex  in  Watertown,  near  trans. 
$141/mo  +  util.  Call  eves  926-3089.  (40) 

So  End  GM  24  neat,  frndly  into  natural 
tngs  sks  GM  to  share  brownstone  apt. 
D/D,  mod  k  &  bath  $221/mo  +  util. 
Robert,  eves,  (617)  426-5813. _ (40) 

PLYMOUTH/CARVER  AREA 

2  GF  seek  third  roommate  $45/wk  incl 
util.  866-4858. _ (41) 

LF  hsehld  in  Camb  seeks  4th.  Prefer  L 
who  is  resp,  neat,  an  open  com¬ 
municator,  and  non-smoker.  Nr  Harvard 
Sq.  175/mo  incl  heat.  547-0268;  492-7100 

ext  5268. _ (41) 

LF  roommate  wanted  for  2  bdrm  Central 
Sq  apt  $168  inc  ht;  no  drugs,  liquor. 
Pamela  497-1311;  work  492-0929;  cats, 
babies  ok;  older  women  lovely. _ (41) 

4  LF  seek  5th  for  6/1  summer  or  longer. 

Large  coop  hse  in  Allston  w/yard, 
garden,  parking,  access  to  T,  political 
Intrigue  782-8679. _ (41) 

2  congenial  GF’s  Ikng  4  woman  2  share 

3  bdrm  apt/Cool  Cor  Bklne.  Mod,  nearT, 

aircond,  dw,  cat.  Apt  av  til  Aug  1. 
Bargain  rent  150/mo  277-5970, _ (43) 

NATICK-FRAM  AREA 
GM  or  GF  roomte  wntd  25  and  up  to 
share  4  bdrm  hse  w/2  GFs  &  2  kids. 
$250/mo  all  utils  inc.  except  heat  & 
phone.  Avail  May  1.  GCN  Box  398.  (42) 

LF  22  sks  LF  22,28  for  charming,  fun  2 
br  apt  in  Newton  Upper  Falls.  225  +  . 
May  1.  Nr  T,  Pike,  9,  128.  No  smokers, 
cats.  Yard,  garden,  fully  furnished.  Kelli 
964-3245, 4-9  pm  or  965-3068,  days,  (c) 

Three  men,  one  gay,  two  straight, 
looking  for  gay  men  or  women,  Bi,  or 
straight,  to  live  in  a  commune  type 
setting  in  Salem,  NH  area.  35  min  to 
downtown  Boston.  Should  have  trans¬ 
portation.  Hoping  to  find  house  by 
March.  Write  (in  a  little  detail  of 
yourself  and  desires)  In  C/O  GCN  Box 
372. _ jc) 

3  LF's  looking  for  4th  rmmate.  3rd  fl  of 
beaut  Victorian  house  in  Brkline.  Con¬ 
venient  T  to  everywhere.  Friendly  non- 
smoker,  sorry  no  pets.  180/mo.  apprx 
incl  heat.  (617)566-2153. _ (40) 

5  End — GM,  26,  into  alt  lifestyle;  prog 

politics;  class  mus,  jazz;  biking;  nature; 
fixing  up  apt  in  brnstn;  sk  resp  compat¬ 
ible  GM  fr  indep  hsehld.  Small  room  170 
incl  ht  &  gas.  No  bar  flies  or  smokers. 
Bruce  424-1490. _ (40) 

2  responsible  20+  rmtes  wanted  to 
share  clean  spac  6  rm  Dorch  apt.  w/M 
working  student  in  20’s.  125  inc  util 
(617)825-6315.  (41) 

IMMENSE  SOMERVILLE  LOFT 
seeks  third  roommate.  Private  bedroom 

6  lots  of  common  workspace.  $1 55/mo 

incl  heat.  Call  Nancy  628-0617. _ (c) 

LF,  2  cats,  1  dog  sk  rmte  neat  veg  for 
apt  in  les-owned  bldg  in  JP.  $115  plus. 
Porch,  trees,  washer,  dryer.  Near  T. 
Cats  OK.  Call  Katie  522-3008. _ (c) 


WANTED _ 

SUPPORT  WOMEN  IN  BUSINESS 
Entrepeneur  seeks  financial  backing. 
Twice  successful  business  woman 
planning  third  venture.  Loan  or  gift. 
Prospectus  available.  Replies  held 
confidential.  Write  LP  480  Pleasant, 
Belmont,  MA  02178  or  (617)  484-2716. 

(41?) 


BOARDING  KENNEL 
Help  us  locate  one  to  lease  or  buy  with¬ 
in  30  mins  of  Cambridge.  Call  after  3  pm 
(413)  245-3655. _ (40) 

HELP  OUT  NEW  GAY  YOUTH  GP 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  need  furn,  paint,  vaccuum,  and 
anything  useful  for  new  space.  Call 
338-9472  or  Write:  BAGLY,  c/o  GCN 
Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108 

WOMEN  WRITERS  FICTION  GPP 
Meeting  regularly  to  share,  support,  and 
criticize  our  writing.  For  more  infor- 
mation  call  Leslie  524-2902. _ (40) 

Publisher  for  ONE  THOUSAND 
LETTERS,  penfriends  correspondence 
worldwide,  gay-related.  GCN  Box  407. 

(44) 

FOR  SALE _ 

MICRO-WAVE  TV  ANTENNA 
Picks  up  adult  commercial-free  TV. 
Antenna,  converter,  tuning  control, 
power  supply  and  cable  $250.  Steve 
Walker  (617)  825-6700. _ (42?)) 

American  Waltham  pocket  watch  circa 
1900s  (closed  face  —  hunter’s  case). 
Sterling  silver  case,  heavily  engraved. 
Lever  set  movement.  17  jewels.  18  size 
(Ige,  hvy  watch).  Runs,  looks  perfect. 
Ask  $250.  Also  RR  switch  lantern,  circa 
19th  cent.  4  colored  globes,  red,  blue, 
yellow.  “Gray”  (name).  Exc.  cond.  $100. 

I  25th  ann— jubilee  medallion  Wilhelm 

II  of  Prussia.  Limited  #  minted.  Silver, 

exc.  cond.  approx  2V2"  dia.  $150.  Ken 
Appleby,  50  Union  St.,  Northampton, 
M  A  01060. _ (c) 

GOLDEN  OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
enterprising  people.  Sisters  Subs  is  for 
sale.  A  unique,  established  business 
situated  in  Davis  Sq.  which  caters  to  a 
faithful  yet  ever-increasing  clientele. 
This  autonomous,  self-reliant  vegetar¬ 
ian  and  regular  sandwich  shop  offers  a 
prosperous  future  for  energetic 
owner(s).  Call  owner  at  623-7050  for 
more  information.  (41 

RESORTS _ 

PROVINCETOWN  HILLTOP  HOUSE 
Weekly  rental  in  May  and  early  June, 
spacious  beautiful  house,  sweeping 
harbor  views,  private  woodland  site 
directly  opposite  beach.  Limit  4  adults 
$400  (617)  487-2072  or  3567. _ (41) 

PUERTO  RICO 

Inexpensive  vacation  rent  apt  wkly, 
monthly,  less  than  hotel  or  guest  hse. 
Call  Ron  at  (617)  536-7734, 6-8  pm.  (41) 
Aspasia  Guest  House  —  womon  owned 
and  operated,  reasonable  rates,  cntrl 
loc  shared  bath,  parking  92  Bradford  St, 
Provincetown,  MA  02657  (617)487-2511. 

 (43) 


PROVINCETOWN 

606  Commercial  St  summer  rentals  May 
15-Sept  15;  studios,  1  br,  2  br  from 
$2070.  No  pets  please  (617)  487-2268  or 
write  PO  Box  626,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657. _ (40) 

N.  Truro,  5  min  P’town,  ocean  &  bay 
beaches;  2  bdrm  cape  home  w/sun  dks, 
prch,  sips  4— $450/wk,  2  wk  min,  no 
refunds.  Also  1  rm  bsmt  apt  both  for 
June  1  thru  Sept.  Call  in  early  pm.  (617) 
487-0184. _ (40) 

P’TOWN'S  WATERSHIP  INN 
Friendly,  cozy,  centrallly  located.  Most 
rooms  private  bath,  free  continental 
breakfast  open  wknds  in  Apr,  daily  May 
1,  487-0094,  7  Winthrop  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA.  For  reservations  made  in  Apr 
call  Jim  at  536-7289.  (42) 

MOVERS _ _ 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958 (c» 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

VERMONT 

The  hideaway  you  always  dreamed  of? 
3  acres  on  a  Vt  hillside  —  one  rm  cabin, 
no  heat,  elec  or  running  water,  but  a 
year-round  mountain  stream  just  10  yds 
away.  Nearest  neighbors  almost  a  mile 
off.  Weston,  VT  right  in  heart  of  Green 
Mt  Nat  Forest.  Will  sell  or  lease  on  long 
term  basis.  (61 7)  259-0063. _ (c) 

Hampton,  NH  restaurant  fully  equipped 
seats  48,  $27,000.  Hampton  Falls  rest 
Turnkey  seats  221  plus  lounge 
$285,000.  Ogunquit,  ME  rest  Turnkey 
seats  87  plus  120  outside  $183,500. 
Shanley  Realtors  (603)  436-3210.  (40) 

APARTMENTS 

2  bedroom  apt  in  Jam  Plain  near  Green 
Line  $250  +  utils.  522-5317. _ (40) 

BRIGHTON  CENTER  BRIGHT 
Large  1  bdrm  apt  on  the  T.  $360  not  incl 
utilities.  Jerry  782-2753. _ (40) 

STATEN  ISLAND  NYC 
Walk  to  Ferry  4  rms  pvt  hse  quiet  mod 
kit  &  bath  max  cl  spc  util  inc  w/w  rugs 
500/mo  (212)  720-4147  evs  wkends.  (40) 

DORCHESTER-MELVILLE  PARK 
2  bdrm,  7  rms  fireplace  sep  util  $575;  3 
bdrm  —  7  rms- sep  util  $600  no  fee;  3 
bdrm,  5  rms  sep  util,  all  ex  cond,  all 
near  Red  line  &  stores  825-5009.  (41) 

TWO  FLOORS  OF  A  HOUSE! 
Sunny  &  roomy  3  bdrm  apt  on  quiet  st  in 
Brighton  nr  T  &  shops.  Summer  sublet 
w/poss  option  to  lease  $625/mo  inc  ht  & 
hot  water.  254-8551.  (c) 

LINCOLN:  Sk  GF  for  studio  apt  avail 
June  1  on  rent  exchange  basis.  Bdrm/liv 
rm  combo  w/eat-in  kitch  &  deck.  Full 
bth.  Lkng  for  someone  to  care  for  ani¬ 
mals  when  I'm  away,  that  includes 
ponies  along  w/cats  &  dogs.  Vegetarian 
who  likes  gardening  preferred.  Car  a 
must.  Further  info:  (617)  259-0063.  (c) 
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Classifieds 

INSTRUCTION _ 

NOUVELLE  DESSERTS 
Pastry  chef  at  Le  Beau  Geste  Rest  to 
begin  5  wk  series  of  classes  on  Mon., 
May  4.  Recipes  &  techniques  to  inc 
creme  brulee,  flourless  cakes,  dac- 
quoise,  buttercream,  Reine  de  Saba, 
Sorbets,  etc.  Peter  864-6670.  (38) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Gay  book  publisher/distributor  needs 
someone  to  work  full-time  in  shipping 
and  order  fulfillment.  Office  experience 
helpful.  Phone  Sasha  Alyson,  542-5679. 

(42) 

FEATURES  EDITOR 
Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
Features  Editor.  Editing  and  writing 
skills  necessary  as  well  as  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  feminism  and  social  change. 
Responsible  for  regular  features  and 
monthly  book  supplements.  Low  salary, 
medical  benefits.  June  1  opening.  Ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy 
Hoffman,  GCA/,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA,  02108.  (617)  426-4469. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

South  End  room  for  rent.  Furnished. 
Reasonable  rent.  Cooking  facility 
available.  247-3603  evepings.  (40) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  and 
they’ll  tell  you  what  is  needed  at  the 
time.  Thank  you.  

THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-lsh.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. 


FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469, 

FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Prisoners 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO,  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON,  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BOND¬ 
AGE.  (BERKMAN) 

umnmfflttiititmmiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

<s> 

Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a 
monthly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per 
year,  $10  outside  the  U.S.,  FREE  to 
prisoners.  Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord, 
Denver,  CO  80206. _ (28) 

I  am  presently  incarcerated  at  Florida 
Correctional  Institution  serving  a  20 
year  sentence.  I  would  like  very  much  to 
receive  your  newsletter  and  would  be 
greatly  appreciative  of  anyone  wishing 
to  write  me.  Pamela  WILLIS,  704582 
Box  147,  #424,  Lowell  FL  32663.  (27) 

I  would  like  to  receive  the  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News.  I  am  in  prison  at  the  wom¬ 
en’s  prison  in.  Raleigh  North  Carolina.  I 
would  also  like  to  have  my  name  placed 
in  your  penpal  ads  when  you  have 
space  available.  Please  write  to  Colleen 
Story  WRIGHT,  1034  Bragg  St.,  Raleigh, 
NC  27610.  _ (27) 

Worn  out  garments  are  shed  by  the 
body.  Worn  out  bodies  are  shed  by  the 
dweller.  Transsexual  in  prison  having  a 
difficult  time,  really  in  need  of  some 
guidance  and  support.  Please  write 
Shannon  (Brad)  Miller,  Box  14  #16495, 
Boise.  ID  83707. _ (26) 

If  you  are  interested  in  writing  a  pris¬ 
oner  be  sure  to  ask  her  or  him  about  the 
regulations  In  that  prison  regarding 
such  things  as  sending  books,  stamps, 
or  anything  other  than  a  letter.  These 
rules  vary  from  one  prison  to  another. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  la  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  wsnt  It  otherwise. _ . 

BACK  ISSUES 

If  anyone  out  there  has  extra  copies  of 
Volume  8,  #1  (Judy  Chicago)  or  #6  (Pink. 
Pentagon),  please  send  them  to  us.  We 
have  almost  none,  and  we  need  them 
for  numerous  wonderful  purposes.  We 
would  really  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
send  them  to  us,  honest.  Send  them  to 
Mike  at  GCN.  Thanks. _ 

WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
Immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call 
GCN,  426-7042. 


PRISONERS 


The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)’s  National  Gay  Rights  Project 
has  announced  the  formation  of  a  Gay 
Prisoners'  Group  which  will  “document 
incidents  of  selective  abuse  or  discrim¬ 
ination  suffered  by  lesbian  and  gay 
prisoners  at  the  hands  of  police,  the 
courts,  jail  or  prison  personnel  or  other 
prisoners. “This  is  the  first  compre¬ 
hensive  program  for  collecting  data  on 
the  status  of  gay  prisoners.  Anyone 
having  information  about  selective 
abuse  in  U.S.  prisons  should  send  it  to 
Don  Campbell,  ACLU  NGRP  Prisoners 
Committee,  633  S.  Shatto  Place,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90005. _ 

A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed  to 
support  GCN  in  its  long-standing  effort 
to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the  paper  in 
to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and  also  to 
get  books  for  them  to  read  and  penpals 
to  write  to.(Every  other  week  there  is  a 
prisoner  penpal  list  on  the  Classifieds 
page.)  Volunteer  help  is  always  appreci¬ 
ated  in  this  and  other  parts  of  the 
project  (including  doing  outreach  to 
women  prisoners  and  researching  and 
informing  prisoners  of  their  mailroom 
and  visiting  rights).  If  you  can  help  with 
your  time  or  a  contribution,  it  will  be 
much  appreciated.  Thank  you. _ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  02114. (c) 


'  A  Prison  Project  is  now  being' 
formed  to  support  GCN  in  its  long¬ 
standing  effort  to  get  free  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  paper  in  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  prisoners  and  also  to 
get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other 
week  there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list, 
on  the  Classifieds  page.)  Volun¬ 
teer  help  is  always  appreciated  in 
this  and  other  parts  of  the  project 
(including  doing  outreach  to 
women  prisoners  and  researching 
and  informing  prisoners  of  their 
mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution,  it  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thank  you. 


Anyone  wanting  to  use  GCN  as  a  place, 
to  receive  (and  pick  up!)  mail  from 
prisoners  may  do  so  by  having  pris¬ 
oners  write  you  at:  (Your  name),  c/o 
GCN,  Box  LGPP,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108.  This  mail  may  be 
picked  up  anytime  between  10am  and 
6pm  Monday  thru  Friday. 

Into  flying,  music,  the  sciences  (esp. 
astrophysics)  and  chess.  For  relaxation 
reading  has  now  replaced  travel,  but  I’m 
pretty  much  alone  these  days.  Please 
write  David  WESTPHAL,  Mag  3  #87911, 
Angola,  LA  70712 _ (28) 

I’m  due  to  be  released  soon  and  I’d  like 
to  make  some  friends  outside  in  the 
real  gay  world  (especially  in  the  Boston 
area).  Please  write:  Anthony  RANCHER, 
Box  900,  #28068,  Ad.  Seg.  #42, 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102. _ (28) 

Sagittarius,  tender,  well-hung  and 
versatile  and  will  respond  to  anyone 
sincerely  interested.  Chuck  LEDFORD, 
Box  45699,  #147-367,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699. _ (28) 

I  don’t  have  anyone  from  the  outside 
world  to  write  to  and  it’s  very  lonely  in 
here.  Thank  you  for  your  time.  Albert 
BRADLEY,  #036-829290,  Box  518, 
Zephyrhills,  FL 33599. _ (28) 

I  have  a  difficult  time  here  as  a  gay 
male,  this  place  being  overpopulated 
with  narrow-minded  bigots  and  red¬ 
necks  too!  I  hope  this  doesn’t  sound 
too  negative,  but  I’ve  been  here  a  long 
time  and  only  received  ridicule  and 
abuse.  I’d  like  to  have  a  subscription  to 
your  wonderful  periodical  and  have 
some  penpals  too.  Thanks!  Michael 
PHILLIPS,  #15263,  Unit  7-C-4,  Box  14, 
Boise,  ID  83707, _ (28) 


MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS.  .  . 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC,  NY  10018. _  (9/6) 

WOMEN  ON  THE  MOVE 
A  social  travel  club  for  gay  women 
presents  a  "Gay  Western  Get-Away”  in 
the  Catskill  Mountains  June  12-14, 
1981.  For  reservations  &  info  (914) 
352-8646  or  write  PO  Box  238,  Nanuet, 
NY  10954, _ (42) 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Commun- 
ion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 
WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands  to¬ 
gether  into  a  single  political  force  and 
to  unite  women  with  all  the  oppressed, 
we  need  our  own  political  party.  Sup¬ 
port  groups  for  men.  For  info,  send 
SASE  to  Political  Discussion  Group,  c/o 
Cambridge  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA02139. _ (c) 

r_'  JOIN  INTEGRITY  - v. 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  Chap-* 1 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program, 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  ID 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)262-3057,  (26) 

"  NGTF' NEEDS  YOU"  ^ 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  Income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011.  

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Nashua:  889-1416; 
Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541.  A  state¬ 
wide  lesbian  organization,  meeting  the 
third  Saturday  of  every  month.  Support, 
education,  and  political  action,  since 
1976. _ (c) 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  tdi 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/ or  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135.  367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


THIS  IS  ADDRESSED  TO  PRISONERS 
I’m  out  in  the  free  world  and  like  to  help 
other  people.  I’m  an  older  person,  but 
warm,  affectionate  and  caring  —  up¬ 
front  about  being  gay  but  not  militant  or 
political.  I  enjoy  quiet  times  and  much 
reading,  also  biking  and  beaches.  If  you 
are  lonely  and  thoughtful,  and  would 
enjoy  an  older  man  (I’m  masculine 
without  being  macho),  please  write.  If 
you  intend  any  rip-off  or  wild  appeals 
for  money,  don’t  bother.  Tell  me  about 
yourself.  Edward  McCauley,  Box  290, 
118  Mass.  Ave.,  Boston  02115.  Stay 
cool. 


I  am  interested  in  corresponding  with 
mature  persons  in  order  to  share  ideas, 
friendship  and  positive  feelings. 
Thanks.  Michael  PEARL,  #160-737, 
15802  St.  Rt.  104,  Chillicothe,  OH 
45601. _ (28) 

Many  experiencs  to  relate  and  many 
different  interests  and  sure  would  like 
somebody  to  talk  about  them  with.  Ken 
GIBBENS,  PO  41-20333,  Michigan  City, 
IN  46360, _ (28) 

I  have  read  your  newsletter  and  it 
seems  a  lot  of  good  and  long  lasting 
relationship  between  prisoners  and 
friends  on  the  outside  must  come  out 
of  it.  Robert  PARKS,  #98195,  Box  97, 
McAlester,  OK  74501. _ (28) 

I  am  a  “lifer”  at  the  Washington  State 
Penitentiary  and  would  like  to  corre¬ 
spond  with  anyone  that  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  take  the  time  to  write  me  once  in 
a  while.  I  have  no  prejudice,  nor  am  I  a 
sexist  and  I  am  interested  in  prison 
abolitionist  movements.  Tommy  L. 
Ragan,  Box  520  #349437,  Walla  Walla 
WA  99362. 


Iff  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  AIIP 
ance/Morrls  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691  <1388; _ ^ _ _ 

United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 

Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects! 

Write  —  Affirmation,  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave,  Boston,  MA  02215. 

(50) 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PL,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798,  Membership  $5. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcome.  _ 

-  IDENTITY  HOUSE- 

Lesbian,  gay,  bl,  peer  counseling  and. 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

A  ROSE  AMONG  THE  THORNS 
There  is  a  rose  budding  among  the 
thorns  in  Bristol  County.  The  Bristol 
County  Homophile  Alliance  for  Political 
Action  is  that  rose.  Would  you  like  to 
see  the  rose  bloom?  To  do  so  we  ask 
only  that  you  send  us  one  dollar. 
BCHAPA  Box  107,  Dartmouth,  MA 
02174.  Thank  you.  (20) 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC  ^ 
.When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  calf 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)* 
777-1800,  from  noonjll  midnight.  (20)j 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  MA  02138.  (36) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps 
2nd  Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Bi-monthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social 
&  fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate;  (c) 


Trying  to  complete  my  masters  in 
guidance  and  counseling  while  here 
(between  periods  of  harassment, 
transfers  etc.).  Keeping  in  touch  with 
my  gay  brothers  and  sisters  around  the 
country  helps  fill  some  of  the 
loneliness  and  would  be  much  appre¬ 
ciated.  Thanks,  Charles  ‘Chip’  SKIN¬ 
NER,  32439,  Box  2800,  Lincoln  NE 
68502. _  (27) 

Very  lonely  prisoner  would  like  to  hear 
from  someone  out  there.  Please  write 
Nicholas  SHABARECH,  A-053701, 
Homestead,  FL  33030. _ (28) 

It  would  be  so  nice  to  have  someone  to 
write  to!  Please  send  your  fine  publica¬ 
tion  along  too!  Thanks.  John  CHAM¬ 
BLISS,  Box  14-7(A7)  #17496,  Boise,  ID 
83707. _ (28) 

I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  send 
me  your  paper  and  help  me  find  some¬ 
one  to  write  to.  James  KITCHEN,  94789, 
Rt.  1  Box  548,  Lexington,  OK  73051.  (28) 
A  friend  of  mine  gave  me  your  address. 
I’m  very  lonely  and  would  like  very 
much  to  correspond  with  someone 
who’s  gay  and  digs  it.  I  promise  to 
answer  all  letters.  Thank  you.  Samuel 
McCALL,  160861,  15802  St.  Rt.  104, 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601. _ (28) 

I’m  interested  in  yoga,  bowling,  medita¬ 
tion  and  music.  (My  main  hope  is  to 
become  a  professional  musician.)  This 
prison  life  is  numbing.  Would  someone 
out  there  be  interested  in  correspond¬ 
ing?  Thomas  J.  FINNEY,  A053004-1301, 
Box  1 1 00,  Avon  Park  FL  33825.  (28) 

I  would  very  much  appreciate  gay  news¬ 
papers  to  find  out  what’s  happening  in 
this  gay  universe  and  also  finding 
someone  to  share  my  thoughts  with. 
Thanks  for  your  help.  William  BUTLER, 
Box  511  #145-621,  Columbus,  OH 

43216. _ (28) 

Lonely  prisoner,  male,  seeks  intelligent 
correspondence  with  anyone  that  can 
care.  College  grad,  hairstylist,  with 
many  interests  and  hobbies.  Raymond 
LARSEN,  C-10475,  Box  99,  Pontiac,  IL 
61764. _ (28) 

Bisexual  male  seeking  correspondence 
with  fatherly  type  but  will  answer  all. 
Write  Daryl  SHIELDS,  Camp  J  78612, 
Angola,  LA  70712. _ (27) 

Gay  male  letters.  Age  or  race  makes  no 
difference.  Will  be  getting  out  this 
summer.  Please  write  Rae  (Ma)  Barker, 
Box  14, 9-21,  Boise  ID  83707. _ (27) 

Ex-model  from  Lynn  Mass  sure  could 
use  some  penpals  from  up  north.  Ken¬ 
neth  RICHARDSON,  MCI  Box  158,  Lo¬ 
well  FL  32663.   (27) 


PUBLICATIONS 

PLEXUS,  SF  Bay  Area’s  WOMEN'S 
paper,  since  1974,  brings  you  monthly 
feminist  news,  reviews  of  women's  cre¬ 
ations  &  doings,  features,  community 
forum  &  more.  Subs  are  just  $6/year 
(institutions  $10),  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (ex) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press 
publication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors’  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor 
Station,  Boston,  MA  02123.  (c) 

r  "HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  Into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
."Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in' 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
$1  for  sample  issue.  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 
Contook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
1 5<p  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  11746,  (516)  427-1289.  (12) 

crokay  club  CROW 

INK,  inc.  pee  o  box  1384  boston  ma 
02104. _ (47) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  +  40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  enve¬ 
lope.  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 


Seeking  correspondence  with  activists 
dedicated  to  minority  rights,  ex-Marine 
and  former  grad  student  at  San  Diego 
State,  resolute  in  my  conviction  that  we 
must  stand  together  in  order  to  achieve 
victory  in  this  struggle.  Malcolm  L. 
LITTLE,  3102  E.  Highland  #32,  Patton, 
CA  92369 _ (28) 

Seeking  position  as  houseboy,  cook, 
chauffeur  in  Denver  area  in  Fall  of  ’81. 
Will  trade  work  for  room  &  board  plus 
wages.  Write  A.  A.  MORSE,  97380,  Rt.  1 
Box  548,  Lexington,  OK  73051.  (28) 

Having  observed  in  the  classified 
section  of  the  Guild  Notes  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  free  listings  in  your  Pen  Pal 
section,  I  am  requesting  that  my  name 
be  placed  on  your  list.  Your  interest  and 
prompt  attention  is  sincerely  ap¬ 
preciated.  W.  Dean  STEWART,  87672, 
Box  E,  Jackson,  Ml  49204 _ (28) 

Would  you  put  my  name  on  your  list 
because  I’m  in  a  small  6x9  cell  here  at 
the  Max  Sec  Unit  and  I’m  gay  hoping  to 
gain  a  friend  thru  coresponding  with 
your  help.  Anything  you  might  be  able 
to  do  would  surely  be  a  blessing!  I 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Ronnie  JOHN¬ 
SON,  37161,  Parchman,  MS  38738.  (P.S. 
Please  include  SASE.  Thanx!) _ (28) 

Enjoy  dancing,  reading,  sewing,  and 
things  one  can  do  in  the  out  of  doors; 
avid  music  lover,  would  like  to  relocate 
on  the  East  Coast.  Please  write  John 
ROBINSON,  Box  B,  080368,  Anamosa, 
JA  52205. _ (28) 

I  just  ran  across  a  copy  of  your 
publication.  I  wondered  for  a  long  time 
if  something  like  this  existed.  My 
people  have  long  since  rejected  me 
because  of  my  sexual  tendencies.  Is 
there  anyone  out  there  who  would  cor¬ 
respond  with  me?  Lincoln  HARRIS,  Box 
14  Unit  7-A-10,  Boise,  ID  83707. 

_ _  (28) 

GAYCON  Press  Newsletter  news  and 
other  useful  Info  about  gay  prisoners  is 
available  from  US  Mission  Outreach  for 
$6  per  year  (FREE  to  prisoners!).  Write 
to  Ron  Endersby,  Gaycon  Press  News¬ 
letter,  20  12th  St.,  No.  326,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94103. 
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Calendar 


weekly  events 


*********  ***** 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  info  #s):  volley¬ 
ball  266-2147;  running  825-0181;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 


Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  All  invited.  Info:  263-9607. 
Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:' 
,228-8049. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 


New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475.  K 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr„  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Are®  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 


Wednesday 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm.  128 A 
T remont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 


itkkkkk'kkk-kkkik 


monday 


Sunday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
Interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 


Boston,  MA  —  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,” 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  Instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 
$2. 

'Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
‘Yard.  12:30-2:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 
Beth  666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee  meets  every  Mon  eve  at  7:30pm  at 
the  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  office,  128A  Tremont  St.  (across 
from  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Come  help  plan 
for  our  June  celebration!  Info:  262-4777  (Voice 
and  TTY). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 

M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181.  _ 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women’s  Center  Coffee? 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon.  eve.  at  the  Women’s 
.Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 
Food  and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  S1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340. 


Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havlland 
St.  (near  Auditorium. stop).  267-7573. 


Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404 


-  I? 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women's  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

ifsw  York,  NY  —  Biweekly  gay  male  “S/M” 
support  group.  8pm.  Info:  Brian  243-3332 
(6-1 0pm). 

ew  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  at 
[NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th  floor. 
7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 


.  Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media, 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 


Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University’s  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 


friday 


Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 


Amherst,  MA  —  Gay/Lesbian/Bi  Rap  Group 
'  Campus  Center.  6:30-9pm.  Info: 

-045-0154. 


thursday 


BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info.  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women’s 
programming.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com-, 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 


Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 

Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. _ 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  People  of  B.U.  Meeting. 
Hartman  Lounge,  basement  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  745  Comm.  Ave.  8-10pm. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  male  cultural  production 
group  forming  in  Boston  for  local  and  national 
entertainers.  Any  interest  or  experience,  call 
Dimid  at  (617)  445-3604.  Leave  message. 
Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 


Saturday 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  (GAM IT)  meets, 
at  5pm.  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.  142  Mem.  Dr. 
3rd.,fl.  Everyone  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
news,  interviews  and  music  program  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  On  WCAS,  740AM.  11am. 


Boston,  MA  —"Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  in  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and 
occasional  trips/activities  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk- 
dancing.  First  Saturday  of  the  month,  3-5pm 
followed  by  a  potluck  dinner.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  Beginners  welcome. 
(See  also  Sundays).  Info:  Beth  666-4278  or 
Michael  492-1339. 


mental  Theater.  Blitzen  Lisa  Pontoppldan 

New  Women’s  Chorus.  Womyn  Only.  22  Ran-, 
dolph  St.  Safety  walks  from  Dover  T  stop.  Info: 
965-1190  or  254-5110. 

29  wed 

Boston,  Ma  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Mimi  Jones,  beautiful 
3  part  harmonies.  Wed.  eve  is  women's  night. 
355  Boylston  St.  Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No 
one  admitted  after  8.  $3. 


coming  events 


Golding  Aud.  Brandeis  U.  8pm.  Sponsored  by 
Brandeis  Women's  Coalition  and  Wages  for 
Housework.  Info:  782-7685. 


Note  to  our  readers  outside  the  Boston  area: 
so  much  is  happening  In  the  Boston  area  that . 
we  can  no  longer  in  the  limited  space  we  have 
list  events  for  all  our  readers.  We  encourage 
you  to  support  (or  start!)  local  calendars  of 
events  with  your  time  and  energy  (and  $  !) 


may  1  fri 

BOSTON,  MA-GCN  NEEDS  YOUR  HELP 
SENDING  OUT  THE  PAPER!  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


Boston,  Ma  —  Women’s  Words:  writing 
workshop  and  chance  to  discuss  your  writing 
with  other  women.  Info:  Fern  253-6428  (work 
M-Th)  or  628-1785  (home). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Racism  and  the  Death 
Penalty:  Where  do  we  go  from  here?  Confer¬ 
ence  and  workshops.  Info:  742-2120  or 
426-7791. 


apr  28  tues 

Boston,  Ma  —  GCN  general  membership 
meeting.  Special  meeting  on  GCN’s  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Prisoner  Protect  along  with  a 
slide/discussion  program  by  the  Boston  Bail 
Fund  entitled  "Women  in  Prison."  22 
Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.  station).  6:30pm. 

Boston,  Ma  —  Gay  Men's  Reading/Discus-  OA  f’h  I  I 
sion/Sharing  Group  forming  to  nurture  a  LI  I  U  ID 

positive  self-image  for  ourselves  as  gay  men 
using  political  readings  as  a  springboard  for 
discussion.  Info:  Rick  776-3452  or  Scott 
661-4029. 


Boston,  Ma  —  Robin  Flower  and  Nancy  Vogel 
in  concert.  Upstairs  at  Somewhere,  295  Frank¬ 
lin  St.  (near  Aquarium).  2  shows:  8  and  10  pm. 
$5  in  advance.  Info:  423-7730. 


Boston,  Ma  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Deb  Huston,  original, 
sensual  women's  music.  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  entrance)  Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No 
one  admitted  after  8.  $3.  ^ 


Cambridge,  MA  —  AmTikva  Holocaust 
Memorial  Service.  8pm  312  Memorial  Drive. 
Boston,  Ma  —  Edmund  White,  author  of 
States  of  Desire,,  will  be  reading  at  Glad  Day 
Book  Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.) 
8pm.  Donation  requested.  Info:  723-5787. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Red  Book  Store  (136  River 
St.)  is  having  a  benefit/IOth  anniversary 
celebration  Dance  at  the  Group  School,  345 
Franklin  St.  9pm-1am.  Cash  bar.  $2  donation. 
Info:  491-6930. 


Salem,  MA  —  A  discussion  of  the  Human  Life 
•  Amendment  will  be  led  by  a  member  of 
Boston  NOW.  Co-sponsored  by  North  Shore 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  and  by  Salem  State 
College  Human  Sexuality  Program.  Student 
Union  A&B  Lounge,  Salem  State  College. 
7:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Benefit  Concert  for  '81 
Womyn’s  Theater  Festival.  Cauldron  Experi- 


BOSTON,  MA-GCN.  AS  USUAL,  NO!  MORE 
THAN  USUAL!!  NEEDS  HELP  ON  THURS 
EVES  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING  OUT 
THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE  NECESSARY. 
SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 
Discussion  topic:  Gay  women  and  straight 
women.  All  women  always  welcome.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm. 
Info:  354-8807 


2  sat 


Waltham,  MA  —  “Prostitution:  The  life  as  we 
live  it,”  a  talk  by  Selma  James,  spokeswoman 
for  the  English  Collective  of  Prostitutes. 


Boston,  Ma  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club.  Mt. 
Monadnock  day  hike.  Info:  Bruce  (603) 
654-9268  or  (617)  434-2465  (3:30-5pm). 

Bellows  Falls,  VT  —  Outreach  meeting  for 
New  England  Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference  at 
Andrews  Inn.  1pm.  Info:  (617)  924-3920  (Keith) 
Boston,  Ma  —  Gay  Men's  Professional  Group 
will  meet  at  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.  (Beacon 
Hill).  Business  meeting  and  presentation  by 
Boston  Area  Lesbian/Gay  History  Project. 
Bring  wine  and  cheese.  7pm.  Donations 
requested. 


3  sun 

Raymond,  NH  —  Outreach  meeting  for  the 
New  England  Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference. 
Info:  Skip  (603)  485-3144. 

Boston,  Ma  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
coming  out  to  march  on  the  Pentagon  against 
the  current  military  build-up  of  the  Reagan 
administration.  Round  trip  bus  tickets  are 
available  at  the  Freedom  Center,  Arlington  St., 
Church  ($27).  Info:  424-1176. 

Boston,  Ma  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Beginner’s 
White  Water  Canoe  trip.  Info:  Annin  (617) 
426-1607. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Reception  with  Holly  Near 
at  New  Words,  186  Hampshire  St.  2:30-4pm. 
Refreshments.  Info:  876-5310. 


Boston,  Ma  —  Gay  Prayer  Group  meets  first 
and  third  Sundays  at  2pm.  Call  262-2473. 


4  mon 


Boston,  Ma  —  Women's  community  meeting 
to  discuss  the  cancellation  of  the  East  Coast 
Women's  Festival.  UMass  Bldg  (Park  Square) 
Rm  624.  7:30pm. 


line  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


